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State Park Monument Confirms the Great Flood

1 Monument to the
Great Flood

“Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last
2 The Scoffers
days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, and saying,
2 A Scorned Man
Where is the promise of his
2 A Professor of
coming? For since the fathers
Geology
fell asleep, all things continue
3 Met with Scorn
as they were from the begin4 Scientific Method or
ning of the creation. For this
World View
they willingly are ignorant of,
that by the word of God the
6 The Biblical Flood
heavens were of old, and the
7 Thanks to the “Man of earth standing out of the waScorn”
ter and in the water: whereby Above: The Great Flood of Noah’s day that dethe world that then was, being stroyed the world in one great world-wide cataclys8 Noah Found Grace
mic event.
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God’s word predicted Harlen Bretz that proved through scientific and
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place in our world. The plaque is located at Dry
purpose of drying up men would deny the Biblical Falls State Park in Central Washington.
truths on creation and of the
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force; in some in- view which states that “all
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from the beginning.” In other
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“And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth” Genesis 6:13.

The Scoffers
James Hutton (17261797) developed the theory
called “uniformitarianism” that
fulfilled the prophecy found in
2 Peter 3:3-6. Uniformitarianism teaches that natural laws
operate in the universe today
as they have always operated in the past, and will continue to do so in the future.
Charles Lyell (1797–1875)
the father of modern geology
coined the famous phrase
“the present is the key to the
past” and codified the principles of a “continuing uniformity.” Lyell rejected the Biblical
account of creation and
taught in his book, Principles
of Geology, that the world
was millions of years old.
Charles Darwin (1809 1882), the father of evolution
and a close friend of Charles
Lyell, took the book, Principles of Geology, on his trip
throughout South America
and to the Galapagos Islands
while looking for evidence in
the natural world for evolution. Darwin’s thinking was
heavily influenced by both
men, Charles Lyell and
James Hutton.
These men believed that
natural events, not divine
intervention, shaped our
world. As previously mentioned, these views reject the
supernatural events of the
Bible such as creation and
the world-wide flood of Noah.
They adopted a view that
was in stark contrast to the
Bible—one that advocated
that a slow, gradual, physical
process shaped our earth
over millions of years. These
views have become mainstream. But what does earth
show about a world-wide
flood?
Is there evidence
somewhere on this planet
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that shows that a catastrophic flood happened? Is
there any proof that fastmoving water formed the
canyons, the basins and
geological formations that we
see today? Is there any evidence that the physical features found on the earth
were formed in days and not
millions of years? If so, does
this prove that a Biblical
flood was actually based on
real events? We know that
the Bible teaches this but is
there scientific evidence?
Does science actually corProfessor and geologist, J. Harlen Bretz, did roborate the teachings of the
ground-breaking work which proved that a catas- Bible?
trophic flood shaped the landscape in the Columbia Basin in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. A Scorned Man

This is a story about a
man; one of the world’s best
and little-known geologists.
He and his team probed the
geographical areas of the
Pacific Northwest and found
proof that a catastrophic
flood had covered at least
the states of Washington,
Oregon and Idaho with water, possibly at a depth of
300 feet above the surface.
His scientific findings rocked
J. Harlen Bretz surveys a portion of the Columthe
teachings of Hutton, Lyell
bia Basin in Washington State, now a state park.
and Darwin to their very
foundations. Who was this
man who actually has a
monument in a Washington
State Park dedicated to his
work? Who was this man
who was greatly ridiculed
and scorned by the colleagues of his day, but was
ultimately vindicated in the
end and received the Penrose Medal of the Geological Society of America, the
most prestigious award in
the field of geology?
The Columbia Basin was formed by the receding A Professor of Geology
His name was J. Harlen
waters of a great flood that affected the states of
Washington, Oregon and Idaho.
Bretz (1882-1981). He
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“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be” Matthew 24:37.
launched his career as a high
school biology teacher in Seattle,
Washington, where he began
studying the glacial geology of
the Puget Sound area. He continued his studies at the University
of Chicago, earning his Ph.D. in
geology in 1913. He then became
an assistant professor of geology,
first at the University of Washington and then at the University of
Chicago. So Washington State
was a place he was familiar with.1
In the summer of 1922, and
then for the next seven years,
Bretz conducted field research of
the Columbia River Plateau with
the help of a few advanced biology students.2 He was especially
interested in the barren areas of
central Washington near the
Grand Coulee. He saw that this
whole area was channeled,
meaning there were obvious directional lines carved into the
rock and desert which show that
at one time a massive amount of
water moved over the whole
area. In our day these are easily
seen by satellite images. Bretz
coined the name “Channeled
Scablands,” by which they are
known today.
In 1923 he wrote a paper that
was presented to the Geological
Society of America that described
what he saw on his various field
trips. He deliberately took special
care not to present any sort of
explanation or interpretation for
his observations. He did note,
however, that the observed channel erosion required large nonspecified quantities of water.3 As
he continued to examine all the
evidence, he became more and
more convinced that the Grand
Coulee and the scablands were
carved out by a gigantic, catastrophic flood. Bretz took note of
the very steep sides of the channels and their relatively straight
pathways as well as the presence
of very large gravel bars deposNew Life Mission Life Savor

Dry Falls State Park was designated a landmark to commemorate the work of J. Harlen
Bretz. This sign says: “Flood waters, perhaps 300 feet above you, once rushed over
these cliffs.” When active, Dry Falls
stretched 3.5 miles wide with a 400 foot
drop, five times the size of Niagara Falls.

This sign says: “These cliffs are skeletal
remnants of what was once the world’s
largest waterfall. They bear stark witness to
the tremendous power of catastrophic
floods.”

ited by water. He saw huge
islands of land protruding
from the surrounding landscape with streamlined features as if they were carved
by massive torrents of water.
Dry falls, as he coined the
area, had no doubt once been
a gigantic waterfall, due to the
evidences of plunge pools,
undercutting and cataract retreat at the base of the falls.
The 2,000 square miles of
Eastern Washington State
that were scrubbed bare,
forming the Channeled Scablands, could have only occurred by a massive amount
of rapidly moving water.
Nearly 1,000 square miles of
the scablands contain gravel
deposits from the eroded basalt. Later calculations indicated that it all most likely
happened within 30 days.4
Quincy Basin, in the western
part of the scablands, has
huge amounts of gravel which
covers 500 square miles, at a
depth of at least 125 feet, all
made from basalt rock. It has
been estimated that at its
peak, water from the catastrophic flood flowed at a rate
greater than the combined
flow of all the rivers of the
world today. This volume of
water is almost unimaginable.
And for water to pulverize
rock as hard as basalt, it had
to reach speeds of over 60
miles per hour to create cavitation, the process by which
small bubbles created by the
force of the water literally
chisel away solid rock!
Met with Scorn
As far as I know, Professor
Bretz did not have a Creationist agenda, nor was he trying
to prove the Flood story of the
Bible. He simply was following
the “scientific method” as a
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“For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark” Matthew 24:38.

"I could conceive of no geological process
of erosion to make this topography except
huge, violent rivers." J. Harlen Bretz

scientist, and came to his conclusions
which have been validated today. When
Bretz made his findings public, he was
openly and vigorously ridiculed for presenting such an absurd notion that a
super flood created the scablands or
carved the coulee and the surrounding
areas. The thought of the day was that
this region had obviously been carved
out, as they extrapolated, over millions
of years by uniformitarian processes.
For them, if Bretz’s theory was true, it
would undermine the very foundation of
uniformitarianism.
Just as anticipated, the general outcry against any hint of a catastrophic
flood model was very loud. There was a
determination to publicly discredit and
humiliate Bret. He was asked to present
his ideas in public forum to the Geological Society of Washington. He was
rather unconscious of the underlying
purpose of this gathering and just how
hostile his audience actually was to his
i d e a s . U n a wa r e s t o B r e t , s i x
“challenging elders,” as Bret later referred to them, were chosen to counter
Bret's claims and beat him in public debate.5 This became known later as the
infamous 1927 “scabland debate.”6 The
next week Bret wrote to a friend and
said, “They were all loaded for me, and
after letting me talk for two hours, they
opened fire.”

Scientific Method or Worldview?
As mentioned earlier, Professor Bret
used the “scientific method” to come to
his conclusions. As a scientist, he gathered the evidence, evaluated it and then
came to a hypothesis. He had no
agenda other than that of trying to find
the truth. But we need to ask ourselves,
why were his colleagues so against his
hypothesis? Why did so many of them
ridicule and attack him? As scientists,
why were they not willing to look over
the evidence to see if the hypothesis
was sound? The answer is obvious:
they were predisposed to their opinions
because they needed to preserve and
Huge, massive gorges hundreds of feet deep and hundreds more feet protect their worldview. Any, and I rewide are found in dry, arid parts of Washington State where there is peat, any hypothesis that even slightly
J. Harlen Bretz argued that a sudden catastrophic flood put parts
of Idaho, Washington and Oregon under hundreds of feet of water in
just a short period of days; not millions of years. These extraordinary
floods created the Columbia Basin when the waters receded into the
Pacific Ocean. If modern high-resolution aerial photography had
been available in the 1920s, J. Harlen Bretz might have been able to
convince his contemporaries quickly and amicably. Instead, he had
to try to persuade his critics the hard way.

no water.
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“And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away;
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be” Matthew 24:40.
indicated that a catastrophic flood created
these geologic formations could lend credibility to the Biblical flood account. It was
obvious that they were not willing to open
their minds to that suggestion.
It does make one wonder. With all the
research that is done in the areas of geology, paleontology and other sciences in
general, are all these scientists really approaching the evidence without a bias?
When research is carried out, are they looking through rose-colored glasses? As the
evidence is examined, are they selectively
choosing to preserve and protect their
worldview? It seems that the answer is obvious, and this case with J. Harlen Bretz
proves the point very well.
While Jeff Reich and his team was filming for the Days of Noah Project [which we
hope to share on completion] they had the
opportunity of talking with several geologists. They spent weeks in the Grand Canyon where they had the chance to read the
propaganda plaques that explain the geological formations from an evolutionary
worldview. What they found was that behind the scenes all these leading geologists
strongly disagree with each other over the
formation of the Grand Canyon as well as
other geological formations. Yet there is
one thing they hold in common, and that is
to make sure that they preserve their worldview and try to stop a Christian worldview
that defends the universal Biblical flood
story or interject God into anything to do
with science.
Bretz became a laughing stock, scorned
by his colleagues. They realized that if his
discovery proved to be right, and uniformitarianism would be in part discredited. Bretz
did not give up his battle for the truth. He
pointed out huge non-dry rivers and waterfalls, tremendous canyons and other evidence, but still that generation of geologists
had to pass off the scene before his discovery of 1923 would be accepted nearly 40
years later in 1960.7 When one stops at the
visitor’s center at Dry Falls, there is a
plaque outside the building with a quote by
J. Harlen Bretz that reads,

Ridge lined with basalt pillars.

“The Frenchman Coulee” is a 60-mile long drainage basin carved
by a prehistoric flood. The tops of these ridges are lined with
tens of thousands of basalt pillars that prove this was formed
quickly by fast moving waters.

Rock Climber

The basalt pillars were formed vertically by massive, powerful
fast-moving, voluminous flood waters as they poured into the
drainage basin and created its distinctive landscape.

Rock coloration from the flood waters.

People

“Ideas without precedent are generally looked upon with disfavor, and
men are shocked if their conceptions
New Life Mission Life Savor
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“By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in godly fear built an ark to save his family. By
faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith” Hebrews 11:7.

of an orderly world are challenged.”

J. Harlen Bretz—used the term “channeled scablands” to
describe parts of the Columbia Basin because he saw clear
evidence that this strange landscape had been created by
a monster flood which had gouged channels through it.

"The only genetic interpretation
yet proposed which is inherently
harmonious and which fits all
known facts is that of a great
flood of water” J. Harlan Bretz.

A vertical geologic column? The geologic columns used
by evolutionists are always portrayed horizontal and each
sediment layer, according to evolution, represents a different period of time. But in the Columbia Basin large portions of sediments were settled vertically. This is proof that
the receding waters of a major catastrophic flood created
these formations rapidly.
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The Biblical Flood
Those of us who believe in the Biblical flood
know that the planet was changed dramatically
as a result of that event. The earth’s crust was
broken and plates shifted, lifted or sank. There
were massive earthquakes, high winds and torrential volumes of water that scarred much of the
planet’s surface. Glaciers were formed due to the
shifting of the earth’s poles and the violent rush
of wind and release of water from both the heavens and the “fountains of the deep” Genesis 7:11.
A lot of the reforming of the earth’s surface came
from the massive erosion from the runoff of the
water to the oceans as the waters subsided.
There was water trapped in many places on the
earth’s surface. Evidence shows where there
were massive lakes, such as Lake Missoula, the
whole Salt Lake Basin, areas around the Grand
Canyon, etc., all scientists agree to this. The picture painted by J. Harlen Bretz fits perfectly into
the model of the Biblical flood and testifies to the
force of these flood waters in reshaping the surface of the earth.
There is even more evidence that was not
mentioned by Bretz. It is amazing enough that in
the midst of a very arid area, there was at one
time volumes of water which rushed with such
force that it carved Dry Falls, the Grand Coulee,
the Columbia Gorge and created the Channeled
Scablands. But at the very bottom of the Columbia Basin in the middle of this same area are
found petrified ginkgo trees. In fact, there is the
Ginkgo Petrified Forest State Park, which consists of 7,470 acres located at Vantage, Washington on the Columbia River. Lots of petrified
wood was discovered in the region in the early
1930s. Ginkgo trees are considered to be the
world’s oldest living species of tree which is native to China.8 The fossil record shows them as
well. These trees do not grow in dry, arid climates
such as that of central Washington. Most today
are found in more temperate climates such as
parts of Asia. These ginkgo trees were buried by
the same flood that created the scablands, contrary to the idea currently taught that they were
three million years prior to the Lake Missoula
flood. This is why they are buried in the very
same basalt sand and rock carved out by this
flood Bretz was researching. It all testifies of a
global catastrophic flood and its aftermath as
found in the Bible.
September-October 2016

“Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which
are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment” 2 Peter 3:6-7.

Thanks to the “Man of Scorn”
Little did the “man of scorn,” J. Harlen Bretz, realize that by uncovering these evidences, which were
contrary to the contemporary scientific thought of his
day, he was revealing the catastrophic flood of the
Bible. He also revealed that scientists of his day
cared little about the “scientific method,” which is the
very apex of impartial observation, measurement and
testing for the modification and proving of hypotheses, if indeed, the evidence was contrary to their
worldview. It makes one wonder if things are any different now than in his day? We think not. Many men
of science interpret their data through rose-colored
glasses and not by honestly evaluating the evidence
by the “scientific method.” This incident with Bretz
testifies to that fact. And what about today? If people
teach that which is against a commonly accepted
worldview, will they too become “people of scorn?”9
In 1978, at the good-old age of 96, Bretz’s findings and interpretations could no longer be ignored.
Geologists world-wide concluded that he had been
right all along. That same year he was honored with
the Penrose Medal of the Geological Society of
America, the most prestigious award in the field of
geology. After receiving the award, he reportedly told
his son: "All my enemies are dead, so I have no
one to gloat over." J. Harlen Bretz died 3 years
later in 1981 at the age of 99. Thirteen years after his
death a commemorative plaque (see page 1) was
created in his honor and placed at the entrance of
Dry Falls State Park in Washington State to commemorate and memorialize his life work.

The landscape is littered by erratic boulders that came
from hundreds of miles away. The flood waters carried
and deposited them throughout the Columbia Basin.
They are called erratic because they typically are a different rock type than the bedrock on which they are
deposited. Some boulders are as large as houses. This
is just another proof of a catastrophic flood.

A man sits on top a huge boulder that is
mostly buried in the earth.

Yes, indeed; Noah’s flood
did in fact take place.
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There are hundreds of feet of layers of sedimentary
rock containing the same color, texture and minerals.
More proof that these layers were formed quickly by
the fast moving waters of a massive flood and not in a
period of millions of years as evolutionists teach.
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The Lord looked down from His window in the sky,
Said, “I created man, but I don’t remember why;
Nothin’ but fightin’ every single day,
I’ll send a little water and I’ll wash ‘em all away.”

The Lord came down to look around a spell,
And there was Mr. Noah behavin’ mighty well;
And that is the reason the Scriptures record
That Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.
The Lord said, “Noah, there’s gonna’ be a flood,
There’s gonna’ be some water,
There’s gonna be some mud.
So take off your hat, Noah, take off your coat,
Get Shem, Ham and Japheth
And build yourself a boat.”
Noah said, “Lord, with your help I guess I could.”
The Lord said, “Noah, get some sturdy gopher wood.
Never know what you can do until you try;
Build it fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high.”

Noah said, “The Ark is finished:
There she is, Lord.”
The Lord said, “Noah, it’s time to get aboard.
Let’s load clean animals, seven of each kind,
And all the other creatures that I have in mind.
A male and a female — a he and a she —
And of course, Mrs. Noah, and the whole family.

The Ark rose up on the bosom of the waves,
It floated round about for a hundred fifty days;
Then the waters receded and the waters decreased;
And all of the movement finally ceased.
And Noah said, “Lord, where are we at?”
The Lord said, “On the mountains of Ararat.”

For nearly four months the Ark sat still,
But leaving the ship was not God’s will.
So Noah sent a raven to fly to and fro,
‘Til the waters dried up from the earth far below.
Then he sent out a dove to have a look around.
But water, water everywhere
Was all that she had found.
Seven days he waited; sent the dove to have a peek;
She came to him that even,
An olive leaf in her beak.
Another seven days and he loosed the dove again,
But this time the little dove ne’re returned to him.
Then Noah said, “Lord, it’s gettin’ mighty dry.”
The Lord said, “Noah, leave the Ark by and by.”
The Lord said, “Noah, you can trust my love;
Look up at the sky and see
My rainbow spread above.”
Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord,
And he landed high and dry!
By Robert Schmertz, 1951
Revision by Patricia Grimes Simsek
October 22, 1994

So the fam’ly and the creatures boarded the Ark;
The Lord said, “In seven days it’ll get mighty dark.”
The Lord sent an Angel to close the Ark’s door,
And sure enough, in seven days, it began to pour.
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