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Is Seventh-day Adventist
Worship becoming more
Pagan than Christian?
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When we look at the new trends
taking place in many circles
throughout Adventism, it seems
that the limits of corporate worship
are being pushed further and further away from where God intended them to be. God warned
His ancient people of the dangers
in adopting pagan practices.
“And thou shalt not let any of thy
seed pass through the fire to
Molech, neither shalt thou profane
the name of thy God: I am the
LORD” Leviticus 18:21. God commanded the children of Israel not
to embrace pagan worship techniques and styles. The pagan gods
of Canaan (Baal, Molech, Ashtoreth and Chemosh) were worshipped in temples with elaborate
ceremonies that included singing,
dancing, fire and drums, with loud
shrieking and shouting. Offerings
and prayers were made on altars
to the different idols representing
each god.

6 True Christian Worship
7 What Does the Lord
Require?
8 Dancing with the Devil
“To the humble, believing soul, the house of God
on earth is the gate of
heaven. The song of
praise, the prayer, the
words spoken by Christ’s
representatives, are God’s
appointed agencies to prepare a people for the
church above, for that loftier worship into which
there can enter nothing
that defileth. From the sacredness which was attached to the earthly sanctuary, Christians may learn
how they should regard
the place where the Lord
meets with His people.” (Testimonies, 5:491).
“Sometimes young men
and women have so little
reverence for the house
and
worship
of
God...Could these see the
angels of God looking
upon them and marking
their doings, they would
be filled with shame; with
abhorrence
of
themselves.” (Ibid., 493).

A rock concert atmosphere with blaring
music, flashing lights, dancing and
shouting at Arlington SDA Church in
Arlington, Texas.1

Fire dancing at Kauma Adventist School
in Abemama, Kiribati. Some actually had
their feet on the fire. Anciently, these
Polynesian dances were used to prepare for war and to scare off evil spirits.2

Hip-hop, dancing at Bethel Seventh-day
Adventist Church – Gainesville, Florida.3

“Ye
Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary:
I am the LORD” Leviticus 19:30.
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““And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?
What agreement can exist between the temple of God and idols?” 2 Corinthians 6:15, 16.
This pagan “worship experience” had a hypnotic, zombielike effect4 on the worshippers—
how else could parents drown
out the cries of their babies being burned alive and not be
moved with pity? Because pagan worship was so abominable
in the eyes of God, those among
the children of Israel who offered
their children to Molech were
executed (Leviticus 20:2).

main characteristics and features of his worship service:
“And when Joshua heard the
noise of the people as they
shouted he said unto
Moses, There is a noise of
war in the camp. And he
said, It is not the voice of them
that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them
that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them
that sing do I hear. And it
The worship of the Golden Calf with
came to pass, as soon as he
shouting, singing and dancing.
came nigh unto the camp, that
he saw the calf, and the
dancing” Exodus 32:15-19.
Dancing mixed with shouting and singing around the
golden calf was a reflection
and imitation of how the Egyptians worshiped Apis, the bull
god of the Nile River.6

New Millennial Worship
Pagan worship is not dead.
The new “dynamic” worship services being conducted in our
churches today have incorporated an interactive style with
hand-clapping, spontaneous
singing and uplifted hands,
shouting and dancing. There is
loud, thumping music, pulsating
lasers and light shows with powerful images and video being
displayed from projectors.5
These new worship experiences are often no different than
the drug-fueled dance clubs
where DJs play secular music
on loud sound systems while
partiers dance in a trance-like
state. These styles and expressions of worship are not new.
They have their origins in paganism and can be traced to Baal The sacrifices to Molech at Baal-peor
with music and beating of drums to
worship in the Holy Scriptures.
When our church services drown out the cries of the babies.
become indistinguishable from
the world’s style of entertainment, our worship has become
more pagan than Christian.
Golden Calf Apostasy
While Moses was receiving
the law of God on Mt. Sinai—
laws which were to prepare the
people for entering into the
promised land—Satan began to
lay his own ground work to prevent that passage. He introduced pagan worship through
the mixed multitude in order to
overthrow the purposes of God.
(See Exodus 32:7-8.) Notice the
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Apostasy at the Jordan
“And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to
commit whoredom with the
daughters of Moab. And they
called the people unto the
sacrifices of their gods: and
the people did eat, and bowed
down to their gods. And Israel
joined himself unto Baal-peor:
and the anger of the LORD
was kindled against Israel”
Numbers 25:1-3.
In Patriarchs and Prophets
we are told that on this second
occasion when Israel fell into
idolatry, once again music and
dancing were incorporated in
the worship of false gods.
“Beguiled with music and
dancing and allured by the
beauty of heathen vestals,
they cast off their fealty to Jehovah. As they united in mirth
and feasting, indulgence in
wine beclouded their senses
and broke down the barriers of
self-control. Passion had full
The worship of Baal with dancing, mu- sway; and having defiled their
sic and shouting at Mount Carmel.
consciences by lewdness,
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“Son of man, seest thou what they do? even the great abominations that the house of
Israel committeth here, that I should go far off from my sanctuary?” Ezekiel 8:6.
they were persuaded to bow
down to idols. They offered sacrifice upon heathen altars and
participated in the most degrading rites” (Patriarchs and Prophets, 454).
Mount Carmel Baal Worship
The contrast between the pagan worship of Baal and the true
worship of Jehovah could not be
more evident when we look at
the showdown of apostasy on
top of Mount Carmel. Inspiration
highlights this very fact: “The
calm demeanor of the prophet
stands out in sharp contrast with
the fanatical, senseless frenzy of
the followers of Baal” (Prophets
and Kings, 151).
The prophets of Baal
“leaped upon the alter;” they
also “cried aloud” and “cut
themselves.” (See 1 Kings
18:26, 28.) They had 450 prophets calling upon Baal through
shouting, dancing, jumping and
self-mutilation. There were no
doubt drums and music involved
as was almost always the case
with pagan worship.
However, our true God is not
worshiped this way. What did
Elijah do that caused God to accept his sacrifice and worship?
Did he leap and shout and
dance? No. He simply restored
the altar of God by stacking 12
stones, God’s original blueprint,
and humbled himself in prayer.
And God answered the prayer of
his obedient, faithful servant.
Revival of Paganism
The emerging trends of 21stcentury worship are frightfully
similar to the ancient pagan traditions and this is evoking a
heated debate among Seventhday Adventist church leaders.
The conflict centers on the definition of true worship. Do we
maintain our long-standing practice of traditional worship and
music that has been cautiously
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Above and below: The dance group,
“Silent Judah,” an official
d a n c e m i ni st r y f o r W a s hi ng ton Adventist University, performs and
leaps for SDA groups, including the
General Conference Session, 2015.7, 8

guarded by previous generations? Or are we tired of the
same old-fashioned worship
which some consider to be
dull and lifeless? Do we adopt
a more dynamic worship style
that is energetic and full of
swaying, dancing, motion,
constant change and excitement? Should we embrace
exhilarating worship with
drums, base guitars, keyboards—a rock concert environment that appeals to the
new millennials?
There is position held by
some which states that God
can be worshipped in more
than one way. The argument
is made that as long as we are
sincere, God will accept our
choices on how to worship
Him. If we are choosing our
style of worship based upon
what we think would be best
to attract young people, such
as with a cool band or a dance
performance, then we have
lost the true meaning of what
worship is all about. In Evangelism, Ellen White tells us,
“Never bring the truth down to
a low level in order to obtain
converts, but seek to bring the
sinful and corrupted up to the
high standard of the law of
God” (Evangelism, 137).

Pagan-based dance performed at Lipa
Adventist Academy, Lipa, Batangas,
Philippines.9 Demonic music and na- Just Claim It
‘Just Claim It’11 is a prayer
tive drum beats accompany the dancand worship experience that is
ing.
being marketed to Seventhday Adventist churches in
North America. It is a
“resource package” that is
supposed to “keep your young
people engaged” with God.
This project holds annual
conferences in which the
churches are invited to send a
Rapping Pastor Rodney Draggo raps representative to attend and
and dances his sermon at the Phila- learn new, modern worship
delphia SDA Church, in Shreveport, programs that can be implemented back in their respecLouisiana where he serves.10
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“But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him” John 4:23.
tive churches. It’s a well-funded,
well-coordinated attempt to
transform the church experience
for young people throughout
North America. It’s a bold training program that has the approval of the top leadership and
is designed to attract new people and also to keep the young ‘Just Claim It’ is a campaign sponpeople from leaving the church.
sored by the North American Division
of Seventh-day Adventists designed
The Underlying Question
Who is actually being wor- to keep the young people engaged in
shipped? Are we going to imple- the church.
ment a system of worship that
appeals to the desires of the
worshippers or should we concern ourselves with the desires
of the ONE who is being worshipped? What does God require?
The worship and praise we
give to God was never designed
to make us feel good, pleased or The ‘Just Claim It’ campaign has the
entertained. Worship is primarily blessings of the North American Divimeant to please, honor and glo- sion President Dan Jackson.
rify God. When we read the inspired writings and counsels
found in His word regarding worship and praise, we come to the
clear conclusion that God despises this modern “worship”
that is more about entertaining
the worshipers than it is about
glorifying Him.
Believe His Prophets
Because God is the only
foundation of all truth He alone
is the final authority when it
comes to establishing the praise
and worship that is acceptable to
Him. God’s word is the only infallible and authoritative guide
for us to follow. “Believe in the
LORD your God, so shall ye be
established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper”
2 Chronicles 20:20.
Ellen G. White was shown
that as we near the end of time,
our worship would become corrupted: "The things you have
described as taking place in Indiana, the Lord has shown me
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NAD President Dan Jackson praying
during a ‘Just Claim It’ event.

The ‘Just Claim It’ movement uses all
of the modern music, lighting and performances that you would see in a
normal rock concert.

would take place just before
the close of probation. Every
uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be
shouting, with drums, music, and dancing. The
senses of rational beings
will become so confused
that they cannot be trusted
to make right decisions. And
this is called the moving of
the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit never reveals Itself in
such methods, in such a
bedlam of noise. This is an
invention of Satan to cover up
his ingenious methods for
making of none effect the pure,
sincere, elevating, ennobling,
sanctifying truth for this time.
Better never have the worship
of God blended with music
than to use musical instruments to do the work which
last January was represented
to me would be brought into
our camp meetings. The truth
for this time needs nothing of
this kind in its work of converting souls. A bedlam of noise
shocks the senses and perverts that which if conducted
aright might be a blessing. The
powers of satanic agencies
blend with the din and noise,
to have a carnival, and this
is termed the Holy Spirit's
working” (Selected Messages, 2:36).
These contemporary worship services are supplanting
the sanctifying Biblical truths
with a spirit of emotionalism—
where how we feel is more important than what the Holy
Scriptures say.
“The Holy Spirit has nothing
to do with such a confusion of
noise and multitude of sounds
as passed before me last
January. Satan works amid the
din and confusion of such music, which, properly conducted,
would be a praise and glory to
September-October 2016

“That thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which
is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” 1 Timothy 3:15.

God. He makes its effect like the
poison sting of the serpent.
Those things which have been in
the past will be in the future. Satan will make music a snare
by the way in which it is conducted” (Ibid., 37-38).
Those church leaders and
members who are pushing for
these new modern worship
styles with drums and dancing
argue, “How then do we reach
the unchurched?” And so their
solution to reach the
“unchurched” means that we
have to “unchurch the church”
by introducing methods in our
worship that the world loves. Inspiration tells us that this will
never work.
“There is nothing in these
demonstrations which will convince the world that we have the
truth. Mere noise and shouting
are no evidence of sanctification, or of the descent of the
Holy Spirit. Your wild demonstrations create only disgust in
the minds of unbelievers” (Ibid.,
35).

The environment is created to feel as
a club show or rock concert. The audience is made to feel inspired, moved
or impressed through a variety of
visuals, lighting and sound effects.

Dark environments are meant to intensify deep emotional states of feeling.

Imitating Rock Concerts
The secular music industry
has spent millions of dollars in
perfecting their live performance
venues in order to provide the
best entertainment possible. And
this is the marketing model that Technicians control lighting and
churches are using to draw sound levels to enhance the expericrowds of people to their ser- ence and make it more memorable.
vices. The ultimate objective of a
rock concert is to generate a
feeling of euphoria in the audience so that you will come back
again and again and spend
money on them. But let’s be
clear: rock concerts are not
designed to point you to Jesus. Rock concerts are meant
to open our minds and bodies
for communication with evil The show must go on. “Silent Judah,”
spirits. An exciting atmosphere the SDA dance ministry from our own
with carnal music and Jesus lyr- university, performs for spectators
ics doesn’t sanctify the worship attending “Just Claim It” conference.
New Life Mission Life Lines

experience, or draw us closer
to God. “The Lord desires to
have in His service order and
discipline, not excitement and
confusion…Excitement is not
favorable to growth in grace, to
true purity and sanctification of
the spirit” (Ibid.).
The focus of a rock concert
is on the performers. The
sound, lighting and staging are
designed to give glory to the
band. The focus is on them.
Everyone else is blacked out in
darkness so that all you see is
the band. The camera follows
every move the performer
makes. This is done by design
and is meant to glorify the artists.
The atmosphere is darkness and chaos. You can’t respond to the performance
other than clapping, shouting
and dancing. You can’t even
hear yourself sing. Your voice
is meaningless; drowned out
by the chaos. The audience is
removed from the performers
and some only get a glimpse
the band through a giant video
screen. In the darkness, you
can barely see your fellow
“worshipers,” and the noise
makes it impossible to hear
anything other than the performers.
In the entertainment world,
money is god because money
is the bottom line with the
numbers of tickets sold and
sales from concessions. Rock
concerts are designed to entertain you; to give you an
emotional experience. Everything that is done is meant to
make you happy and excited
so that you keep coming back
and spend your money on their
product.
Why would the church want
to imitate what is done in rock
concerts? “Music is the idol
which many professed SabPage 5

“You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot
share in the Lord's table and the table of demons” 1 Corinthians 10:21.
bathkeeping Christians worship.
Satan has no objection
to music if he can make that a
channel through which to gain
access to the minds of the
youth” (Testimonies, 1:506).
In contrast, in Christian worship God is glorified; not a man,
singer, band or performer. In
Christian worship no one is
blacked out or drowned out. In
Christian worship we can hear
the whole church sing praises to
God. We are able to look at
each other and pray with one
another. In church we can respond to the Word of God by
saying “Amen” and by reading
our Bible as the pastor takes us
on a journey through the Word.
We can ask questions or have
dialog with the one leading
whenever appropriate. The ordinances of the Lord are performed, and everyone participates and shares. It is the principles of God that set the tone for
worship.
The true worship of God is
being replaced by creative
visuals, colorful lights and rock
rhythms with Jesus lyrics. Are
these the new levels that we
want to bring God’s church to?
Worship is not about having fun.
Jesus defined worship in His
own words: “God is a Spirit: and
they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth”
John 4:24. “This people draweth
nigh unto Me with their mouth,
and honoureth Me with their lips;
but their heart is far from Me”
Matthew 15:8.
True Christian Worship
Are not God’s methods of
praise and worship the model
we should follow? We must look
at the church at its beginning
when the power of the Holy
Spirit took control of the work.
Jesus founded His church, and
His disciples followed the model
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Young girls perform the “Swallow
Dance” during worship service at
Zomi Adventist Youth Camp in Malaysia. This dance called “Chinese Ribbon Dance” consists of dancers whirling long strips of silk through the air
and dates back to the Han Dynasty
200 BC. The dancers animate complex
figures and scenes from nature.12

Above and Below: Singing, jumping,
swaying and dancing by both youth
and adults at the 2013 Pan-European
Adventist Youth Congress.13

Oakw ood Adventist Universit y
Church Choir in Huntsville, Alabama
dancing and singing during worship
service with drums, electric guitar,
bass guitar and keyboard.14

instituted by the Lord. “The
organization of the church at
Jerusalem was to serve as
a model for the organization of
churches in every other place
where messengers of truth
should win converts to the gospel” (Acts of the Apostles, 91).
In the book of Acts, chapter
2, we read about the 3,000
who were baptized into the
church. Notice what the approved methods of worship,
praise and fellowship were:
“Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were
added unto them about three
thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers. And
fear came upon every soul:
and many wonders and signs
were done by the apostles. And all that believed were
together, and had all things
common; and sold their possessions and goods, and
parted them to all men, as
every man had need. And
they, continuing daily with
one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from
house to house, did eat their
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising
God, and having favour with
all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such
as should be saved” Acts
42:41-47.
There was no dancing,
drums, pagan worship styles
or rock concert shows. They
prayed, studied, received Bible
instruction, did community service work and evangelism.
They were simple yet fervent
in their worship to God.
The power of the early rain
was at work and thousands
were being converted. The
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“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” Ecclesiastes 12:13.
gospel was taken to all the world in one generation!
Truly, God was leading His people with a remarkable demonstration of His power. The worship and
praise remained consistent throughout the first century. Should we not then continue with this simple
yet effective model? Is apostolic worship not good
enough for us today? Do we have to embrace practices that are steeped in paganism in order to keep
people from leaving the church or to bring more in?
No, not at all. God’s
ways are much better than mans’ ways.

ye receive not of her plagues” Revelation 18:4.
“I was shown the necessity of those who believe
that we are having the last message of mercy, being
separate from those who are daily imbibing new errors. I saw that neither young nor old should attend
their meetings; for it is wrong to thus encourage
them while they teach error that is a deadly poison to
the soul and teach for doctrines the commandments
of men. The influence of such gatherings is not
good. If God has delivered us from such
darkness and error,
we should stand fast
What
does the
in the liberty whereLord Require?
with He has set us
“But to this man
free and rejoice in
will I look, even to
the truth. God is dishim that is poor and
pleased
with
us
of a contrite spirit,
when we go to listen
and trembleth at my
to error, without beword” Isaiah 66:2.
ing obliged to go; for
“Hath the LORD
unless He sends us
as great delight in Above: The fire of God, His Holy Spirit, empowered the early church to to those meetings
take the gospel to all the world in one generation. This was the former rain.
burnt offerings and The latter rain will be even greater and will seal God’s people and prepare where error is forced
sacrifices, as in them for heaven.
home to the people
obeying the voice of Below: A strange fire, an unholy spirit, that will draw in a multitude through by the power of the
the LORD? Behold, spiritualistic paganism—rock music, dancing and emotionalism. This will will, He will not keep
to obey [and to prepare people to receive the antichrist and the mark of the beast.
us. Angels cease
hearken} is better
their watchful care
than sacrifice” 1
over us, and we are
Samuel 15:22.
left to the buffetings
“Your new moons
of the enemy, to be
and your appointed
darkened and weakfeasts
my
soul
ened by him and the
hateth: they are a
power of his evil antrouble unto me; I
gels; and the light
am
weary
to
around us becomes
bear them. And
contaminated
with
when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine
the darkness” (Early Writings, 124).
eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I
Sources:
1
will not hear: your hands are full of blood. Wash
https://www.facebook.com/ygchurch/videos/10153555594969557/
2
you, make you clean; put away the evil of your
https://youtu.be/OG6N3cTqfuw
3
https://youtu.be/3jYUZVAQCu4
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;
4
https://shm.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2011/10/05/
Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the opshm.hkr143.full
5
pressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow”
https://www.facebook.com/ygchurch/videos/10153555594969557/
6
Isaiah 1:14-17.
https://www.piney.com/MuSinai.html
7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NthAbRAC3H8
“Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or
8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1W41PA-_v5g
who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath
9
https://www.facebook.com/218890108154364/
clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted
videos/359763000708428/
10
up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully”
https://www.facebook.com/timothy.blackwell.7528/
videos/1692072397729132/
Psalms 24:3, 4.
11
https://www.jci5.org
If you are involved in Satan’s type of worship,
12
https://youtu.be/S7oQvL9ySrU
13
we urge you to get out of it. “Come out of her, my
https://www.youtube.com/watch?tf6P29IF1Rk&feature=youtu.be
14
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that
https://youtu.be/9U40PKEPAcs?list=RDdAtshLfo-40
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Dancing with the devil
In life will take it's toll,
For, dancing with the devil
In the end will take your soul.
There are many who have done it,
Reached the top only to die;
Souls we thought were in heaven
Could never reach that high.

There are many who like to dance
And sell their precious soul,
Drugs and drink and suicide
That's how this devil rolls;
Some may get redemption
For the things they do in life,
Who were playing with the devil
And were dancing on his knife.

All the modern artists
Who are playing in the band,
The ones we think are worthy
And think they are so grand;
We thought them all as angels
But truth is clear as a bell,
They were dancing with the devil
And will all end up in hell.

The band is hot, and so's the place
For so many who do wrong,
They traded with the devil
For the price of just a song.
There’s no rock and roll in heaven
No jazz, no swing, no blues,
And if you sell-out to the devil
God’s heaven you will lose.

Don’t mess with my
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