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“We are to raise the
banner on which is inscribed, “The commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus.” This is
the great issue. Let it not
be put out of sight. We
must strive to arouse
church members and
those who make no profession, to see and obey
the claims of the law of
heaven. We are to magnify this law and make it
honorable. We are to
arouse those who are
sunk in spiritual slumber” (This Day with God,
355).

From Antichrist to Brother-in-Christ
From Conflict to Communion
“In those countries where Catholicism is not in the ascendancy, and the papists are taking a conciliatory course in order to gain influence, there is an increasing indifference concerning the doctrines that separate the reformed
churches from the papal hierarchy; the opinion is gaining
ground that, after all, we do not
differ so widely upon vital
points as has been supposed,
and that a little concession
on our part will bring us into
a better understanding with
Rome” (Great Controversy,
563).
Recently Ganoune Diop
traveled to the Vatican representing Seventh-day Adventists as part of an ecumenical
body of Christians. Pictured at
right, he greets Pope Francis
on Wednesday, October 12,
2016. This international ecumenical gathering in Rome
was aimed at improving relationships and understanding
among churches. Pope Fran- Above, Ganoune Diop greets Pope Francis in
cis received the ecumenical Rome as secretary of the Conference of Secretardelegation with an open heart ies of Christian World Communions (CSCWC).
and shared very moving and Diop is director of the department of Public Affairs
passionate words with them. and Religious Liberty (PARL) for the Seventh-day
The message that Pope Fran- Adventist Church, liaison to the United Nations
and official church representative in national and
cis gave to Diop and the rest of international affairs. He is the third SDA to serve
the Christian representatives as secretary of the CSCWC organization.1
was the very message described in the above statement from Great Controversy, 563.
God predicted exactly how Rome would bring all the churches into fellowship
and unity—by emphasizing the fact that we are not all that different. In fact,
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“And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper

in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart,
and by peace shall destroy many” Daniel 8:25.
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“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” Amos 3:3.

The Secretaries of Christian World Communions met with Pope Francis in Rome on October 12,
2016. This ecumenical association is made up of Anglicans, Baptists, Catholics, Churches of Christ,
Lutherans, Methodists, Mennonites, Orthodox, Pentecostals, Quakers, the Salvation Army, Seventhday Adventists, the World Evangelical Alliance and the World Council of Churches. Seventh-day Adventist, Ganoune Diop, is standing on the right—see red arrow.
Pope Francis labored this point on an emotional
and political level. He used the recent world-wide
terrorist attacks to push this point in such a way as
to deeply convince the ecumenical audience of the
need to come back home to Rome.
Pope Francis is exploiting the terrorist attacks as
the basis for uniting the churches. With all the recent attacks that have taken place in Europe, Asia,
Africa and North America, Rome seems to be capitalizing on these tragedies to bring all churches together. Make no mistake about it, this is paving the
way for the establishment of the papal new world
order and the government of Antichrist as described
in Revelation 13:1-10. Here is the new connection
that the Pope has made between terrorism and
ecumenism.
Ecumenism of Blood
Pope Francis declared to the Christian representatives who came to see him that “Jesus [is] with
us” on the “journey” to ecumenism.2 He told the
visitors that “their Jesus” was not against “his Jesus” but that “unity” between the Christians was the
right path in our “journey with Jesus.”
Then Pope Francis introduced his new concept
of the “ecumenism of blood.” He reasoned that
when terrorists kill Christians they don’t ask
whether they are “Lutherans,” “Orthodox,”
“Catholic” or “Reformed” Christians. Pope Francis
told the large group of diverse Christians that when
terrorists persecute Christians they only ask them,
“Are you Christian?”2
The Pope said that terrorists only recognize
“one” group; and members of that “one” group are
called ”Christians.” Then Pope Francis concluded
by saying that the “enemy” is not wrong to only see
one group. This is, according to Pope Francis, the
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meaning of the “ecumenism of blood.”2 He claims
that we are all of “one blood” when persecuted by
terrorists. It is Christ’s blood that unites us as brothers through persecution.
This was an emotional and compelling argument
designed to lead all different faiths from terrorism to
ecumenism. Rome will use whatever means necessary to accomplish her ultimate objective. It’s hard
to imagine that terrorist acts are helping to further
Rome’s goal of bringing all back to her fold. Can you
imagine it? Terrorism – leading the way to unity
through this so-called “ecumenism of blood.”
Pope Francis has expressed great concern and
need to stop the terrorists and global powers that
are persecuting Christians and Christian minorities.
Should we heed his call to join him in the ecumenism of blood to fight this terrorism? How can we
when the Scriptures point to Babylon as being guilty
of all the bloodshed that is being shed today?
“And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great
millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with
violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown
down, and shall be found no more at all...For thy
merchants were the great men of the earth; for by
thy sorceries were all nations deceived. And in
her was found the blood of prophets, and of
saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth”
Revelation 18:21-24.
Rome Has Not Changed
This “ecumenism of blood” is just another manmade invention to undermine the truth of God’s
word. These bold words are a continuation of her
policies. “And he shall speak great words against
the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the
most High, and think to change times and laws”
Daniel 7:25.
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“It is time for thee, LORD, to work: for they have made void thy law. Therefore I
love thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold” Psalm 119:126, 127.
This is the same power that claims they have
the authority to change God’s 10 Commandment
moral law. This is the same power that claims infallibility. This is the same power that claims to forgive
sin. It teaches people to pray to the dead and to
bow down before idols that cannot hear or see. And
what doctrines have changed in Rome since the
early days when she began incorporating all the
pagan customs into the church? None; not even
one!
This is the same power that takes the title of
“Holy Father” even after Jesus says to call no man
father (Matthew 23:9). We are to worship God
alone who is “holy” (1 Samuel 2:2).
Antichrist will Always be Antichrist
“Those who become confused in their understanding of the Word, who fail to see the meaning
of antichrist, will surely place themselves on the
side of antichrist” (Bible Commentary, 7:949).
“Worldly policy is taking the place of true piety
and wisdom that comes from above, and God will
remove His prospering hand from the conference.
Shall the Ark of the Covenant be removed from this
people? Shall idols be smuggled in? Shall false
principles and false precepts be brought into the
sanctuary? Shall antichrist be respected? Shall
the true doctrines and principles given us by God,
which have made us what we are, be ignored?” (Manuscript Releases 21:448).
“The time was when Protestants placed a high
value upon the liberty of conscience which has
been so dearly purchased. They taught their children to abhor popery, and held that to seek harmony with Rome would be disloyalty to God.
But how widely different are the sentiments now
expressed” (Great Controversy, 563).
“Popery is just what prophecy declared that she
would be, the apostasy of the latter times” (Ibid.,
571).
Have some of us completely lost our minds that
we would embark on a journey such as the
“ecumenism of blood” with the Papacy? Can we not
grasp the magnitude of what is happening? We are
witnessing an attempt to completely surrender our
historic, Protestant heritage. The Three Angles’
Messages are deeply connected to the work of the
Protestant Reformation. In fact, Seventh-day Adventists were called to complete the work of the
Reformation by restoring all the principles of the
Apostolic faith. But because our thinking has become like that of the ecumenical leaders, this will
lead to the abandonment of the Three Angel’s
Messages. Notice how this abandonment of the
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faith takes place:
“As the storm approaches, a large class who
have professed faith in the third angel's message,
but have not been sanctified through obedience to
the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks
of the opposition. By uniting with the world and
partaking of its spirit, they have come to view
matters in nearly the same light; and when the
test is brought, they are prepared to choose the
easy, popular side” (Ibid., 608).
From Observer to Director
The Seventh-day Adventist church has in the
past only taken the position of observer at these
ecumenical gatherings. But no longer. Now
Ganoune Diop, director of the department of public

Left to right: Thomas Schirrmacher associate General
Secretary of the World Evangelical Alliance, Ganoune
Diop from the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, Dr. Martin Junge, General Secretary of The Lutheran World Federation and Roman Catholic Cardinal
Kurt Koch, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity sit together at the table of fellowship and solidarity.
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“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?” 2 Corinthians 6:14.
affairs and religious liberty of the General Conference is serving as the secretary for the Conference
of Secretaries of Christian World Communions
(CSCWC).3
“This unformal ecumenical forum that goes back
to 1957 sees itself as ‘communions of Churches
belonging to the same tradition and held together
by this common heritage, conscious of living in the
same universal fellowship and giving to this consciousness at least some structured visible expression’ (Study Encounter, IV, 1, 1968, p. 46).”4
The decision of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church to participate in this conference says to the
world that we belong “to the same tradition” and are
“held together by this common heritage” as other
denominations, including the Roman Catholic
Church. This is a complete misrepresentation of
what Adventism is according to the Bible and
the Spirit of Prophecy. We do not in any way belong to the same tradition that other churches follow. We uphold the Protestant principle of the Bible
and the Bible only (Sola Scriptura) as the founda-

Left to right: Ganoune Diop of the General Conference of SDAs, Jim Winkler, President of the National
Council of Churches and George Leonard Carey, retired Anglican bishop of the Archbishop of Canterbury participate in an ecumenical faith forum.

tion of all faith and doctrine. Jesus said, “In vain do
they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men” Mark 7:78. (See also This Day With God, 355.)
Full Unity with Doctrinal Differences
The CSCWC meets annually at the headquarters
of one of the member churches. October 11-13,
2016 the meeting was held in Rome. Dr. Harald
Rein, secretary of the International Bishop’s Conference recounts, “The discussion centered on not only
the right methods, but also the different aims, strategies and definitions of ‘unity’ and ‘full communion’,
of which not all of the attendees were fully aware.
Other key themes this year were the persecution of
Christians around the world and the refugee situation.” 5
Seventh-day Adventists have no reason whatsoever to discuss how to come into “full communion”
or “unity” with the other denominations represented
at this meeting.
The true biblical definition of unity is to be “one
body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all...Till we all come in
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive” Ephesians 4:3-14.
Unity that ignores doctrinal differences or even
embraces false doctrine will inevitably bring all the
churches into harmony with Rome that she may
again dominate the world.
“Through the two great errors, the immortality of
the soul and Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring
the people under his deceptions. While the former
lays the foundation of spiritualism, the latter creates
a bond of sympathy with Rome. The Protestants of
the United States will be foremost in stretching their
hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands
with the Roman power; and under the influence of
this threefold union, this country will follow in the
steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience” (The Great Controversy, 588).
Walking With Jesus
While in Rome, Pope Francis spoke to the confererce of secretaries: “Two things you [the Head of
the Delegation] said drew my attention. First: Jesus

Page 4

January/February 2017

Definition for Ecumenical: 1) worldwide or general in extent, influence, or application; 2) a – relating
to or representing a body of churches; b – promoting world wide Christian unity or cooperation.
is with us. Second: Jesus walks with us.” 6
This is a bold assertion made by the leader of
this conference to assume that Jesus walks with
the participants of this conference. Did they forget
that God’s promise to walk with us is conditional?
“Ye shall make you no idols nor graven image,
neither rear you up a standing image, neither shall
ye set up any image of stone in your land, to bow
down unto it: for I am the LORD your God. Ye shall
keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I
am the LORD. If ye walk in my statutes, and keep
my commandments, and do them;…I will set my
tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor
you. And I will walk among you, and will be your
God, and ye shall be my people...But if ye will not
hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments; and if ye shall despise my statutes, or
if your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will not
do all my commandments, but that ye break my
covenant:…I will set my face against you...And if ye
walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto
me; I will bring seven times more plagues upon you
according to your sins...And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will walk contrary
unto me; then will I also walk contrary unto you, and
will punish you yet seven times for your sins” Leviticus 26:1-24. “Can two walk together, except they
be agreed?” Amos 3:3.
Charity Work
Pope Francis went on to explain the path of ecumenism: “Pray together: the ecumenism of prayer,
for one another and for the unity of all. And then,
the ecumenism of work for many needy people, for
many men and women who suffer injustice, war...
these terrible things. All together, we must help.
Charity towards the other. This is ecumenism.”6
(See dictionary definition of ecumenical in bar
above.) How do they really believe? See footnote.7
Ganoune Diop wrote an article in the Adventist
Review dated October 8, 2015 in which he voiced
this very same perspective. The article is titled
“Why Adventists Participate in UN and Ecumenical
Meetings.” Diop states, “My answer is simple: It is
legitimate for all people of goodwill to unite to save
lives, to protect lives, and to affirm the importance
and sacredness of life. It is even urgent for all people to partner to make this world a better place for
all human beings, contributing to better health, education, and humanitarian work in all dignity, freedom, justice, peace and fraternity.”8
Diop and Pope Francis’ statements are essentially in agreement. But what does Inspiration have
to say about Seventh-day Adventists partnering
with other groups to pursue charity work? Consider
New Life Mission Life Lines

this counsel given to Brother W. P. Burke in 1888:
“If charity work is to be done, the church is its
own almoner (distributer of alms). We do not need
to unite with societies of a worldly character in order
to visit the sick, clothe the naked, or help the needy.
This work we can do through God's own appointed
agencies, and in the name of Jesus Christ. God
does not design that we shall be placed in any subservience to the world in this regard, or that any
communication shall be made by us to them that will
give them an advantage over us” (Letter 28, 1888,

“Ganoune Diop was the co-chair of the ‘Foundations
of Mission’ session, one of nine topics discussed at
the Edinburgh World Missionary Conference, June 2
-6, 2010. This was the centenary anniversary of the
first world mission conference viewed by many as
the beginning of the ecumenical movement.”9

Diop addresses ecumenicals that have gathered to
plan and strategize collaboration of Christian Mission. One intended outcome is cause for concern: “a
new vision of God’s purposes for creation in Christ
and a renewed spirituality and mission ethos will be
developed in the life of the churches worldwide.”10
Catholics, Evangelicals, Lutherans, Pentecostals and
Seventh-day Adventists were present.
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“And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the
saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws” Daniel 7:25.
p. 7-8, to Dr. W.P. Burke, April 5, 1888, Manuscript
Releases, 8:108).
“We are to treat with kindness and courtesy
those who refuse to be loyal to God, but we are
never, never to unite with them in counsel regarding the vital interests of His work” Testimonies, 7:108).
Grasping Hands, Not Shaking Hands
There are hand shakes and then there are double-handed, fist-gripping, hand-grasping shakes.
Grasping hands is more than just a hand shake—it
means a “firm grip.”
This is what has
taken
place
in
Rome between Seventh-day Adventists
and the so-called
“Holy Father.” The
word “grasp” is used
by the prophet to
foretell this coming
union:
“Prot estant ism
shall stretch her
hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of Roman
power” (Testimonies, 5:451).
Are Seventh-day Adventists trying to close this
gulf by making peace with Rome? The gulf between
Protestantism and Romanism was created 500
years ago when Martin Luther took a stand for the
truth found in God’s Word. The gulf was created
when Luther posted his 95 Theses condemning the
sale of indulgences. Pope Francis is still offering
indulgences today.11 The issues that started the
Protestant Reformation have not been resolved like
the Pope wants us to believe. Rome has not repented; Rome has not changed! Therefore, the
Protestant Reformation is NOT over.
“And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. Behold, I will cast her
into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her
into great tribulation, except they repent of their
deeds” Revelation 2:21, 22.
A short blurb on the website of the Jesuit university of Georgetown states, “The annual Conference of Secretaries of World Christian Communions brings together representatives from diverse
Christian traditions to discuss their work and fellowship together. As general secretaries, participants
are often the global face of a particular Christian
theological tradition.” 12
Ganoune Diop is thus viewed as the “global
face” of Adventist “theological tradition” at these
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meetings. Notice how he grasped hands with Pope
Francis in this photo. A representative of a Protestant denomination grasped hands with the Pope of
Rome in a gesture of unity, harmony, brotherhood,
and acceptance. This very act was prophesied
nearly 130 years ago:
SDAs in “grasping” the hand of the Roman
power are betraying the clear teaching of history
and of Scripture. The Papacy today still claims primacy and universal supremacy as Vicar of Christ on
earth! The Reformers rejected, repudiated and denied these claims. By grasping the hand of Rome
we are betraying Martin Luther, William Tyndale,
John Calvin, John Huss, Zwingli and millions more.
So many gave their lives for the Protestant faith during the Roman Catholic inquisition. They were martyred for refusing to accept the authority of Rome,
and there is absolutely no question that these heroes of the Reformation would openly denounce this
“ecumenism of blood” between Protestants and
Catholics.
Being Sold Down the Tiber River
Sadly, the new prevailing attitude towards Rome
has become non-threatening with no stance, no protest and total surrender. Many within the great Second Advent Movement are being sold down the
Tiber River and are drifting on the “track to Romanism” (Testimonies, 7:181). The Tiber River is the
river that the world must cross in order to enter the
Vatican to meet the Pope. Instead of preparing the
church to cross the Jordan River into the promised
land, some in
leadership are
trying to get us
to cross the
Tiber. It is not
the SDA laity
who are promoting
unity
among all the
churches—it’s
the leadership.
Ganoune Diop
has the full
blessing
of
the
General
Conference
and its President. In fact,
Diop’s crossing
of the Tiber to
visit the Pope was done on behalf of the Seventhday Adventist Church. He traveled a path that most
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“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even
now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time” 1 John 2:18.
forming a unity of “blood” with them. Regardless of
all other denominations of the world has already
what any man may say, inspiration still tells us that
traveled. (See Revelation 13:3, 4.)
we corrupt ourselves
Instead of emwhen we unite with
bracing the mesRoman apostasy:
sages given to us by
“The
professed
God, the flock is beProtestant world will
ing scattered with
form a confederacy
Rome’s doctrine of
with the man of sin,
ecumenism. Political
and the church and
influence,
power,
the world will be
unity and accepin
corrupt
hartance is the path bemony” (Bible Coming pursued by those
mentary, 7:975).
at the highest levels.
This “corrupt” unThey would have
13
Left to right: Ganoune Diop, SDA liason to the United Nations,
you believe that in- Ted N.C. Wilson, President of the General Conference of Seventh- ion will bring about
terfaith cooperation day Advenitsts, Ban Ki-moon, United Nations General Secretary, the final conflict. In
is good and securing Joseph Verner, Council on Foreign Relations representative and that conflict we cannot be ecumenical.
alliances with other John Graz, another Seventh-day Adventist representative.
God is calling His
churches, including
SDA people to have a completely different experiRome, is exactly what we need in this time of politience. He is calling us to an experience of unity in
cal correctness. Could this be part of the fulfillment
of the “Catholic procession” that would develop
the Three Angels’ Messages. We are called to believe in these messages, to proclaim them and to
within Adventism which Ellen White saw in Battle
persuade all men everywhere to obey them. This is
Creek who would actually defend Rome’s “holy orthe direction in which God is leading us. “The power
der?”
which stirred the people so mightily in the 1844
“I dreamed that I was in Battle Creek [former
movement will again be revealed” (Testimonies,
headquarters of the General Conference] looking
5:252).
out from the side glass at the door and saw a comSources
pany marching up to the house, two and two. They
1
http://news.eud.adventist.org/en/all-news/news/go/2014-12-02/
looked stern and determined. I knew them well and
adventist-leader-new-secretary-general-of-the-christian-worldturned to open the parlor door to receive them, but
communions/
thought I would look again. The scene was
2
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/
changed. The company now presented the appearpubblico/2016/10/12/161012a.html
3
ance of a Catholic procession. One bore in his hand
http://www.utrechter-union.org/page/496/
conference_of_secretaries_of_chr
a cross, another a reed...As they approached, the
4
http://www.ecupatria.org/2016/10/14/conference-ofone carrying a reed made a circle around the
secretaries-of-christian-world-communions/
house, saying three times: ‘This house is pro5
http://www.utrechter-union.org/page/496/
scribed. The goods must be confiscated. They have
conference_of_secretaries_of_chr
6
spoken against our holy order’” (Testimonies,
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2016/
1:578).
october/documents/papa-francesco_20161012_christian-worldGanoune Diop’s Second Visit with the Pope
This recent meeting with Pope Francis was
Diop’s second meeting with Pope Francis. Diop is
well-known at the Vatican. (See Life Lines, vol. 29,
Issue 9-10, “Crossing the Tiber River to Rome.”
See Projects Page to order).
In contrast to these Catholic developments
within Adventism, Ellen White clearly identifies that
the true saints of God will be “an obscure people,
little known to the Catholics.” (See Spalding Magan Collection, 1). As we have said we have gone
from being “little known to the Catholics” to actually
New Life Mission Life Lines

communions.html
7
http://remnantnewspaper.com/web/index.php/traditionalcatholic-answers/item/1792-why-ecumenism-isi-solemnnonsense-part-iii
8
http://www.adventistreview.org/church-news/story3088-whyadventists-participate-in-un-and-ecumenical-meetings
9
Compassreview.org/spring10/8.pdf
10
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/about-edinburgh-2010.html
11
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/three-ways-toobtain-an-indulgence-for-the-100-year-fatima-anniversary78258/
12
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/programs/conference-of
-secretaries-of-christian-world-communions
13
https://news.adventist.org/en/all-news/news/go/2011-08-12/
diop-is-adventist-churchs-new-un-liaison/
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Where Are They?
Where are those watchmen, faithful, true,
Who sleep not all the dark night through,
Who see the dangers from afar,
And promptly tell us what they are?
Unmoved by smiles or frowns of men,
And speak the truth to foes and friends,
Who love the flock and not the fleece,
Who’d rather work than take their ease;
Who’d rather serve than be a guest,
Who never swerve to please the rest,
Who love their Master and His way,
And never fret about the pay;
But, faithful to their trust, go on,
That they may hear the words, “Well done.”
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