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"God help us to be
Bible students. Until
you can see the reason
for it yourself and a
“thus saith the Lord” in
the Scriptures, don't
trust any living man to
interpret the Bible for
you. And when you can
see this, you know it for
yourself, and know it to
be the truth of God. You
will say, “I have read
it, I have seen it, my
own heart takes hold
upon it—
it—it is truth God
has spoken to me from
His Word” (Faith
and Works, 77).

We need to know how to determine truth from error. Many teachings are being
circulated under the guise of “new light.” To make it even more confusing, they
purport their ideas to be those that our pioneers and spiritual forefathers taught.
We need a way to sort this all out.
We can learn how to deal with “new light” from the example of the Bereans:
“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
Word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those
things were so” Acts 17:11. The Bereans
searched the Scriptures to know whether
the new teaching lined up with Scripture.
What the Bible Says
One time, during my college days, I
came back to my rooming house and
found a flier on the door from some
church offering Bible lessons. Out of curiosity I filled out the card and when lessons arrived I started sending them in. It
didn’t take long until they figured out that I Veria, sometimes spelled Veroia, sits on
was a Seventh-day Adventist by how I the site of the historical city of Berea, in
answered the questions. Soon I received Macedonia. The Apostle Paul and Silas
an invitation from the Church of Christ preached the gospel to the Jewpreacher to come and talk to him. I sat ish community living here around
down with him in his office and he pro- 55 AD.
ceeded to prove, from the Bible, that the Scriptures teach we should worship God
on the first day of the week. In my own mind and from my previous knowledge of
the Bible, I knew there had to be something wrong with his reasoning, but I could
not put my finger on it. I didn’t know how to respond to this man.
When I went home the next weekend, I talked to my pastor who had originally
been a member of the Church of Christ and understood their approach to Scripture. He gave me a principle to follow: “Whenever you are discussing religion or
the Bible with anybody, never discuss what the Bible teaches; discuss only what
the Bible says.” This Church of Christ preacher had chosen texts that supported
his ideas, put his own spin on them, and said, “You see, the Bible teaches. . . .”
A few years later I worked with a man who claimed that the Bible supported
reincarnation. The book he gave me claimed that Jesus Christ was originally
Adam, and then reincarnated and became this and that person throughout his-
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“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in them” Isaiah 8:20.
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“And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea” Acts 17:10.
tory, until he finally was born as Jesus. When I compared his list with the book of Genesis, I saw that
Jesus supposedly reincarnated from two different
people who were alive at the same time. Next time I
saw him I asked him about this conclusion. He responded, “Well, the Bible must have been in error.”
That was a big red flag! He had made something
other than Scripture his source of truth, and that is
very dangerous. Anytime a person comes up with
a response claiming there are errors in the Bible,
run as fast as you can. They have their own source
of truth outside the Word of
God. Whatever it is, it is dangerous.
Since then, I have run into
this same pattern in discussing
the Bible with many people over
the years. The principle we
must stick with is: What does
the Bible say? rather than
discussing what it teaches.
Our Source of Truth
In 1 Peter 5:8, we are
warned, “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may
devour.” All false doctrines
originate with the devil—you
can count on that. The devil is well versed in Scripture and he knows how to base his doctrines on
some text out of context and make it mean something other than what God intended.
Revelation 12:12 reveals: “Therefore rejoice, ye
heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! For the devil is
come down unto you having great wrath, because he
knoweth that he hath but a short time.” If he had a
short time when John wrote those words, then he’s
got a whole lot shorter time now. He and his evil angels have had over 6,000 years of practice deceiving
mankind. “And the great dragon was cast out, that
old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the
earth, and his angels were cast out with him” verse
9. Not only the devil, but all of his angels are working
to deceive and destroy God’s people. The devil was
the highest of the angels of heaven. He has a brain
much brighter than ours. We are no match for him.
Even Jesus, “when contending with the devil…durst
not bring against him a railing accusation” (see Jude
9). And when a man on earth, Jesus showed us how
to resist the devil by quoting Scripture: “It is written.”
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Miracles
Revelation 13 reveals some of the devil’s tactics.
The second beast “doeth great wonders, so that he
maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in
the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on
the earth by the means of those miracles which he
had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to
them that dwell on the earth, that they should make
an image to the beast, which had the wound by a
sword, and did live” verses 13, 14.
Many people believe that if there are miracles
associated with somebody’s
work, it guarantees that they
are of God. Mormons accept
Joseph Smith as a true
prophet and the Book of Mormon as their source of truth
when they feel a burning in
their bosom.1 The Bible says
that satanic agencies have the
power to work miracles too.
Let not any feeling or miracle take you away from the
Bible as the sole foundation
of all your faith and doctrine.
“The apostle John says, ‘He
that saith, I know Him, and
keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him’ 1 John 2:4. Let
none cherish the idea that special providences or
miraculous manifestations are to be the proof of the
genuineness of their work or of the ideas they advocate. When persons will speak lightly of the Word of
God, and set their impressions, feelings and exercises above the divine standard, we may know that
they have ‘no light in them’ Isaiah 8:20” (Thoughts
from the Mount of Blessing, 146).
God also works miracles for people who are trying to follow Him. They may not always have everything correct according to Scripture, but if they are
following all the light they know and they, in faith,
claim His promises, He honors their faith.
The story, Singer on the Sand, is about a Lutheran missionary in the South Pacific. He was
forced to build his home right next to the beach. A
neighboring volcano erupted and caused a tsunami
that devastated his side of the island. God parted
the waters and miraculously spared the missionary,
his home, his family and all the natives that were
with them, singing and praying during the storm.
We must understand that miracles are not a criteria to mean that God endorses doctrinally everything a person believes. We must base our docJuly-August 2017

“[Paul] coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews” Acts 17:10.
trines on a “Thus saith the Lord” rather than miraculous events that others may experience.

verify truth and to know whether what Paul was saying was true or not. Paul instructed Timothy,
“Preach the Word; be instant in season, out of seaSword of the Spirit
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in
and doctrine. For the time will come when they will
the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of
not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itchof the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
ing ears. And they shall turn away their ears from
blood, but against principalities, against powers,
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”
against the rulers of the darkThat is what we see a lot
ness of this world, against
of in our world today. Preachspiritual wickedness in high
ers entertain people with
places. Wherefore take unto
warm fuzzies and keep everyyou the whole armour of God,
body happy by preaching—
that ye may be able to withlove, love, love. God is love.
stand in the evil day, and havThey preach a permissive,
ing done all, to stand. Stand
indulgent type of love and netherefore, having your loins
glect to preach the warning
girt about with truth, and havmessages God has given to
ing on the breastplate of rightrescue sinners from their evil
eousness; and our feet shod
and destructive ways. Sound
with the preparation of the This ancient Jewish Synagogue in Berea has doctrine will sometimes make
gospel of peace; Above all, been restored and is now a museum.
us feel uncomfortable. But if
taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able
we will let the sword of the Word cut away our false
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take
ideas, we shall know the truth and the truth shall
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
make us free (John 8:32).
which is the Word of God: praying always with all
“And that from a child thou hast known the holy
prayer and supplication in the spirit, and watching
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All
all saints” Ephesians 6:10-18.
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profThe Word of God is our sword. “Man shall not live
itable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for inby bread alone, but by every Word that proceedeth
struction in righteousness; that the man of God may
out of the mouth of God” Matthew 4:4. Jesus gives
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works”
us a fundamental principle that He used and that He
2 Timothy 3:15-17. Here is another principle. Before
expects us to use: “Search the scriptures; for in them
we arrive at a conclusion on a certain subject of
ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which
doctrine, we need to consider all that the Scriptures
testify of me” John 5:39. He demonstrated this princihave to say about it. We cannot build a solid founple clearly in Luke 24 when He met the apostles on
dation on only one or two verses. We need to actheir walk to Emmaus. “He said unto them, O fools,
cept the reproof, correction and instructions found in
and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
the Scriptures as well as the unpleasant things. We
have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered
cannot just pick out the texts that make us feel good
these things, and to enter into his glory? And beginand neglect the others.
ning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded
“Thus Saith the Lord”
unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself” Luke 24:25-27. Before Jesus revealed HimIn The Great Controversy there is a chapter
self to them and affirmed the miracle of the resurreccalled, “The Scriptures a Safeguard.” On page 595
tion, He first pointed to the Scriptures as having preit says: “God will have a people upon the earth to
dicted all the things that had happened. Their faith
maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the stanwas to rest first in the Scriptures and second in their
dard of all doctrines and the basis of all repersonal interaction with Him.
forms.” (She doesn’t say, “The Bible and my writ“And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them,
ings.” Please don’t misunderstand me. That does
and three Sabbath days reasoned with them out of
not mean we ignore the Spirit of Prophecy. It is a
the Scriptures” Acts 17:2. Paul used the Scriptures to
tremendous asset to help us understand the Scripmake his point. The Bereans used the Scriptures to
tures, but it is not the basis of our doctrines or our
New Life Mission Life Lines
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“They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily” Acts 17:10.
reforms. The Bible is the standard.) “The opinions of
tion as you read the entire chapter in context. This
learned men, the deductions of science, the creeds
man was trying to attach all of the feast days to a
or decisions of ecclesiastical councils, as numerous
weekly sabbath, but it was quite a stretch. If God
and discordant as are the churches which they rephas a requirement for us, it will be plainly stated—a
resent, the voice of the majority—not one nor all of
plain thus saith the Lord. He is not going to leave us
these should be regarded as evidence for or against
with vague insinuations that we have to figure out in
any point of religious faith. Before accepting any
order to know and do His will.
doctrine or precept, we should demand a plain
“There were false prophets also among the peo‘Thus saith the Lord’ in its support.”
ple, even as there shall be false teachers among
When God created the world and put Adam and
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies,
Eve in the Garden of Eden, He was not vague about
even denying the Lord that brought them, and bring
which tree they should not eat. If He had been vague
upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall
or they misunderstood, they would have had an exfollow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the
cuse for eating from
way of truth shall be
the wrong tree. But
evil spoken of. And
God is never vague.
through covetousGod is explicit. Any
ness shall they with
requirement for salfeigned words make
vation is not going to
merchandise of you:
be some vague subwhose
judgment
ject that you have to
now of a long time
gather this text and
lingereth not, and
that text to put totheir
damnation
gether to build a
slumbereth not” 2
case for; it is going
Peter 2:1-3. There
to be a plain “Thus
are people out there
A monument in the city of Veria (Berea) commemorating Paul’s
saith the Lord.”
who want to get a
A few years ago missionary journey to this place.
following and get
we got a letter from a gentleman promoting lunar
support for their cause, and so they present things
Sabbaths. The basic idea of lunar Sabbaths is that
that confuse people. You can see what Peter calls
every new moon is the Sabbath, and then the sevthem: “false teachers who privately bring in damnable heresies.” If the Bible doesn’t say it, it doesn’t
enth-day Sabbath is always counted from the most
teach it. That is the bottom line.
recent new moon. A new moon occurs every 29.5
days, so every month will have a different day to
“All should become familiar with God’s Word;
keep the Sabbath on. When I got the letter, I used
because Satan perverts and misquotes Scripture,
my concordance to look up every single text from
and men follow his example by presenting part of
Genesis to Revelation that mentioned new moons or
God’s Word to those whom they wish to lead in
Sabbaths so I could see exactly what the Bible says.
false paths, withholding the part that would spoil
I wanted a plain “Thus saith the Lord.” If the Sabbath
their plans. All have the privilege of becoming acwas to be attached to the new moon, the most obviquainted with a plain “Thus saith the Lord.” God’s
ous place God would have explained that would
commands and requirements are all calculated to
have been in the fourth commandment. There is no
promote industry, economy, temperance, and wismention of moons in the fourth commandment. It
dom. When men yield to the temptation to disregard
simply says “the seventh day is the sabbath” Exodus
God’s Word, they range themselves under Satan’s
20:10.
banner. There are false shepherds who will say and
Leviticus 23 outlines the ancient religious calendo perverse things. Children should be so instructed
dar and gives the times for all the feast days. The
that they will be familiar with God’s Word, able to
very first part of the chapter states plainly the time of
know when part of a Scripture is read and part left
the weekly Sabbath: “Six days shall work be done:
unread, to make a false impression” (Signs of the
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of rest, an holy
Times, April 4, 1900).
convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the
Value of Context
Sabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings” verse 3. In
addition to the weekly Sabbath, other feast days
First Corinthians 15:29 says, “Else what shall
were called sabbaths. There is obviously a separathey do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead
Page 4
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“Many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men” Acts 17:12.
rise not at all? Why are they then baptized for the
unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the
dead?” Based on this text, the Mormon Church does
four corners, and let down to the earth: wherein
an elaborate study of genealogical records. They try
were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth,
to find names of everybody’s ancestors as far back
and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of
as they go, and they have people who go to the temthe air. And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter;
ple to be baptized for them. There is nothing in this
kill, and eat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have
chapter about genealogy or being baptized for peonever eaten any thing that is common or unclean.
ple who have been dead for hundreds of years. If
And the voice spake unto him again the second
you read the whole chapter of 1 Corinthians 15, Paul
time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou
is building a solid basis for the truth of the resurreccommon. This was done thrice: and the vessel was
tion. If Christ was not resurrected, then our situation
received up again into heaven.”
is hopeless. Since Christ was resurrected, we know
What are those verses saying? That we can eat
that we and “those who are
anything we want? No. Peter
fallen asleep in Christ” (see
told Cornelius what he learned
verses 12-20), will be resurfrom this vision in verses 28rected to eternal life when Je35: “And he [Peter] said unto
sus comes. We wrest the Scripthem, Ye know how that it is
tures (2 Peter 3:16) to our own
an unlawful thing for a man
destruction when we pull stuff
that is a Jew to keep comout of context and embellish it
pany, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath
to make it mean something
shewed me that I should not
more than the context originally
call any man common or unintended.
clean. Therefore came I unto
Many people use John
10:27-29 to support the idea of
you without gainsaying, as
once-saved-always-saved, but An ancient sculpture of a Berean couple,
soon as I was sent for… I ask
let’s look at what the Scripture like those who may have heard Paul
therefore for what intent ye
says. “My sheep hear My voice, preach, located in the museum at Veria.
have sent for me? And Corneand I know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto
lius said, … Thou hast well done that thou art come.
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
Now therefore are we all here present before God,
shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father,
to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.
Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I
which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man
perceive that God is no respecter of persons:
is able to pluck them out of My Father’s hand.” If we
but in every nation he that feareth him, and
are not following Jesus, we are lost. We must make
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.”
a decided, determined, conscientious effort to follow
Jesus, not just profess to. (See also Luke 13:23-28.)
There is no mention anywhere after this occasion of
If you read the whole context, you find that these
there being a change in the dietary habits of the
sheep will not follow strangers, but will flee from
early Christian church. In fact, a later conference of
them, “for they know not the voice of strangers”
the early church leaders affirmed that the dietary
verse 5. If we listen to strangers that misquote Scriprestrictions of the Scriptures still apply to Gentile
ture, we might stray from the fold. But if we listen
Christians (see Acts 15). After Peter’s vision there
only to the voice of the true Shepherd, no one can
clearly was a change in their witnessing practices.
pluck us out of His hand.
We must be very careful. People often use
Acts 10 tells another story which people are often
verses out of context to make excuse for their own
confused about—the story of Peter sharing the gosideas or to fulfill their own lusts and desires.
pel with Cornelius and other Gentiles. Before the
What Jesus Commanded
messengers arrived to ask Peter to come and visit
them, God prepared him by giving him a vision. The
The bottom line in what we are supposed to
Bible says: “On the morrow, as they went on their
teach is really expressed in Matthew 28:19-20: “Go
journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: and
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things
while they made ready, he fell into a trance, and saw
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” JeNew Life Mission Life Lines
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“The brethren sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea” Acts 17:10.
sus Himself gave us the gospel commission. If we
with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two
cannot show from the Scriptures, we have no authoror three witnesses every word may be established.”
ity to teach it. If Jesus commanded it, we have an
God always has more than one witness for princiobligation to teach it. (See Desire of Ages, 826.1)
ples that are vital to salvation. We need to search
In my discussion with the Church of Christ
the Scriptures to make sure we account for all the
preacher, he could not show one Scripture in the Bitexts which testify on a subject.
ble where Jesus plainly commanded anyone to wor(4) “If any man will do His will, he shall know of
ship on the first day of the
the doctrine, whether it be of
week. The command is not
God, or whether I speak of
myself” John 7:17. When
there. If he had a command,
we learn truth, accept it
then he had a basis for his
and choose to follow it,
teaching, but without a comthen God will lead us into
mand he did not have a founmore truth. If we say, “Well,
dation for his doctrine. Whatever Jesus commanded, we
that sounds nice but I am
must teach.
not going there,” we are on
“Obedience is the test of
shaky ground. We must be
discipleship. It is the keeping
willing to follow the truth.
of the commandments that
“The path of the just is as
proves the sincerity of our Here is the road out of Berea heading south tothe shining light, that shineth
wards the Aegean sea, 20 miles away.
professions of love. When
more and more unto the
the doctrine we accept kills sin in the heart, purifies
perfect day” Proverbs 4:18.
the soul from defilement, bears fruit unto holiness,
“The elder unto the elect lady and her children,
we may know that it is the truth of God. When bewhom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all
nevolence, kindness, tenderheartedness, sympathy,
they that have known the truth; for the truth’s sake,
are manifest in our lives; when the joy of right doing
which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever.
is in our hearts; when we exalt Christ, and not self,
Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the
we may know that our faith is of the right order.
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
‘Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep
the Father, in truth and love. I rejoiced greatly that I
His commandments’ 1 John 2:3” (Thoughts from the
found of thy children walking in truth, as we have
Mount of Blessing, 146).
received a commandment from the Father. And now
I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new
Four Principles
commandment unto thee, but that which we had
So what should we do if somebody comes with
from the beginning, that we love one another. And
new light? In my studies, I have come up with four
this is love, that we walk after his commandments.
basic principles:
This is the commandment, that, as ye have heard
(1) It must agree with Scripture. Look at the
from the beginning, ye should walk in it. For many
context. Isolated statements are not necessarily
deceivers are entered into the world, who confess
wrong, but they are potentially dangerous. A precise
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a
example is in Psalms 14:1. It says: “There is no
deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that
God.” But the context makes it clear: “The fool hath
we lose not those things which we have wrought,
said in his heart, there is no God.” Beware of short
but that we receive a full reward. Whosoever transphrases or sentences. A short statement taken withgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
out context may or may not be a good idea; it can be
hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of
misleading.
Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there
(2) It must be a plain “Thus saith the Lord.”
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, reGod is not trying to confuse us or trick us up, saying
ceive him not into your house, neither bid him God
one thing when He means something else, so that
speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is parwe do not know what the requirements of salvation
taker of his evil deeds. Having many things to write
are and end up being lost. He wants to save all He
unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I
can.
trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that
(3) Every doctrine we hold must be established
our joy may be full. The children of thy elect sister
by two or three witnesses. In Matthew 18:16, we
greet thee. Amen” (the Book of 2 John.)
have a principle: “But if he will not hear thee, take
1
http://mit.irr.org/mormons-and-burning-in-bosom-dc-98
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I was a theology student at a Lutheran Seminary
under the garb of simple spirituality and outreach.
in Germany from 1988 to 1990. The theology was
The content and methodology of spiritual formaprofound. Big names were taught there, big words
tion really serves an agenda that is contrary to the
were being thrown around and big theology was beAdventist Movement. Our message focuses on
ing given to the students. There I made a painful
prophecy and doctrinal truth. We are not feeling
discovery long before the emerging church became
based, even though feelings are important. The Ada topic: Not everything that whets your appetite
ventist system has a meditation that is defined by
is clean water, and not everything that is liquid
Scripture and Spirit of Prophecy and nothing else.
is living water. A theological system and practice
I was thrown into spiritual formation long before
that is not rooted in the great controversy theme is
spiritual formation was a buzz word. When I was
dangerous. A spirituality and worship that is not
getting my master’s degree at an Adventist Univergrounded in Scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy is
sity, we had to read strange books by fathers,
not only dangerous, but can prove deadly. I sense a
monks and spiritual guides – none of which condegree of lostness and bankruptcy in a framework
tained anything about the health message, the
that pitches its tent outside the safe shelter of the
sanctuary message, 1844, Sabbath keeping or the
remnant movement.
antitypical day of atonement. I still remember a felJesus’ last temptation dealt directly with worship
low student sitting next to me innocently raising his
and spirituality. Since this is the key issue right now
hand and asking the professor why we were reading
with the emerging church and spiritual formation, we
this stuff. Didn’t we have quality material in the
must be in the final phase of the last conflict. We
Scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy? He was discannot afford to drink from just any
missed by the professor with a smirk
stream: some headwaters are poland some mumbled comments.
luted and some philosophies are
Later I took a class on church
poisonous. Revelation warns us that
planting. Again we read many books,
some religious systems are fallen
but Gospel Workers, Evangelism and
and Babylon has become a dwelling
Acts of the Apostles were not on the
place of demons, a prison for every
reading list. I asked the question,
fowl spirit, a cage for every unclean
“Why are we reading this? Do we not
and hateful bird (Revelation 18:2).
have trustworthy material in the writ“Come out of her my people” is the
ings of Ellen White, directly inspired
call of the hour.
by God?” The professor’s answer
The Emerging Church is the instunned me. “We read these books
formal, global movement among For several months Ignatius and then baptize the concepts with
Christians that emphasizes experi- Loyola lived in a cave where insights from Ellen White.”
he would meditate for up to 7
ence over doctrinal truth. It is wide
Why eat steak when you can eat
hours a day and he received
open to ecumenical efforts, and it visions which he believed the veggies firsthand? The Ministry of
values relationships at the expense were from the Virgin Mary.
Healing, 441 says, “As a preparation
of absolutes, feeling over fact. Spirifor Christian work, many think it estual Formation embraces many practices that could
sential to acquire an extensive knowledge of historibe okay in and of themselves—simplicity and fastcal and theological writings. They suppose that this
ing—but they are mixed in with dubious practices
knowledge will be an aid to them in teaching the
like contemplative prayer, feeling your breath as you
gospel. But their laborious study of the opinions of
pray, repeating Jesus over and over and emptying
men tends to the enfeebling of their ministry, rather
yourself. It has its roots in the spiritual exercises
than to its strengthening. As I see libraries filled with
of Ignatius of Loyola, and this is where the probponderous volumes of historical and theological
lem begins. This spirituality was really the primary
lore, I think, ‘Why spend money for that which is not
Roman Catholic effort to counter the Reformation
bread?’ Isaiah 55:2.”
New Life Mission Life Lines
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“There shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies” 2 Peter 2:1.
Why read this stuff when we have been warned
your side the one who inspired Adam to look at God
directly about its background and motives? Ignatius
in a false light” (Manuscript Releases,11:314).
Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises founded the Jesuit
Sister White gave a talk to the leaders of the
order. If we use his teachings, will we be better
church at Tacoma Park, Maryland on May 30, 1905.
Christians or better Jesuits? Consider
Her warnings are just as valid to the
what The Great Controversy, 234 says of
situation that we face today given the
the Jesuits: “Throughout Christendom,
similarities in the way the deceptions
Protestantism was menaced by formidaare being brought in.
“The book, Living Temple, contains
ble foes. The first triumphs of the Reforspecious, deceptive sentiments remation past, Rome summoned new
garding the personality of God and of
forces, hoping to accomplish its destrucChrist [NLM believes that the princition. At this time the order of the Jesuits
ples apply to the heresies being prowas created, the most cruel, unscrupumoted about the Divine Holy Spirit as
lous, and powerful of all the champions
well]. The Lord opened before me the
of popery. Cut off from earthly ties and
human interests, dead to the claims of
true meaning of these sentiments,
natural affection, reason and conscience
showing me that unless they were
wholly silenced, they knew no rule, no
steadfastly repudiated, they would detie, but that of their order, and no duty Dr. Kellogg placed a ceive the very elect. Precious truth and
but to extend its power. The gospel of personal order to get beautiful sentiments were woven in with
Christ had enabled its adherents to meet his book, The Living false, misleading theories. The precious
danger and endure suffering, undis- Temple, published by representations of God are so misconmayed by cold, hunger, toil and poverty, the Review and Herald. strued as to appear to uphold falseto uphold the banner of truth in the face The plates had already hoods originated by the great apostate.
been delivered and the Sentiments that belong to the revealings
of the rack, the dungeon and the stake.
“To combat these forces, Jesuitism type was being set. One of God are mingled with specious, deinspired its followers with a fanaticism month later the Review ceptive theories of Satan’s agencies.
that enabled them to endure like dangers and Herald building
“In the controversy over these theoburned to the ground
and to oppose the power of truth with all and the expensive print- ries, it has been asserted that I believed
the weapons of deception. There was no ing plates were de- and taught the same things that I have
crime too great for them to commit, no stroyed.
been instructed to condemn in the book,
deception too base for them to practice,
Living Temple. This I deny. In the name
no disguise too difficult for them to asof Jesus Christ of Nazareth, I say that
sume. Vowed to perpetual poverty and
this is not so.
humility, it was their studied aim to se“Bible truths are being used to serve
cure wealth and power, to be devoted to
the purpose of upholding theories that I
the overthrow of Protestantism, and the
have repeatedly condemned. There are
re-establishment of the Papal supremthose who persist in taking precious
acy.” The books promoting the same
representations given me by God, reprinciples that inspire a fanaticism
garding God in nature and weaving
which enable Jesuits to commit any
them in with sentiments that God never
crime or practice any deception in ordesigned should be presented to His
der to overthrow Protestantism are not safe for
people. I protest against this use of my writings, and
God’s people to read!
I am forced to speak to this Conference, saying, ‘Be
The strange spiritual concepts are very much like
not deceived; God is not mocked.’ He who misthose that slithered into the Adventist Church
places and misapplies the precious things of God is
through Dr. John Harvey Kellogg’s book, The Living
sinning against heaven....
Temple. Kellogg taught that God was in everything, a
“Before my husband’s death, Dr. Kellogg came
philosophy of pantheism. This doctrine blurs the line
to my room to tell me that he had great light. He sat
between a supernatural being and natural things. It
down and told me what it was. It was similar to
effectively reduces God to a mere force, a mystisome of the views that he has presented in The Livcal essence that pervades our reality. Ellen White
ing Temple. I said, ‘Those theories are wrong. I
wrote to Dr. Kellogg: “When you wrote that book, you
have met them before….’ The testimonies given me
were not under the inspiration of God. There was by
against them were right to the point. I was bidden to
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“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light” 2 Corinthians 11:14.
declare that we were to allow nothing of this kind to
ters to me, these sentiments do not bear the enbe taught in the churches.
dorsement of God. They are a snare that the enemy
“Ministers and people were deceived by these
has prepared for these last days. I thought that this
sophistries. They lead to making God a nonentity
would surely be discerned and that it would not be
and Christ [and the Holy
necessary for me to say anySpirit] a nonentity. We are
thing about it. But since the
to rebuke these theories in
claim has been made that
the name of the Lord.
the teachings of this book
“I talked about these
can be sustained by statethings, laying the whole matments from my writings, I am
ter before Dr. Kellogg and
compelled to speak in denial
showing him what the outof this claim. There may be
come of receiving these
in this book expressions and
theories would be, he
sentiments that are in harseemed to be dazed. I said,
mony with my writings. And
‘Never teach such theories in
there may be in my writings
our institutions; do not premany statements which
sent them to the people.’…
when taken from their con“The strange part of it all
nection and interpreted acis that the physicians associcording to the mind of the
ated with Dr. Kellogg act as if
writer of Living Temple,
they are paralyzed, as if they
would seem to be in harmony
do not dare to tell the doctor
with the teachings of this
that he is following a wrong
book. This may give apparent
track. They seem to be afraid
support to the assertion that
to speak the words of warnthe sentiments in Living Teming that they know are
ple are in harmony with my
needed. But in the name of
writings. But God forbid that
the Lord I tell you that
this opinion should prevail.
unless we stand firm to the
“We need not the mystiprinciples of truth that God
cism that is in this book.
has given us, we shall be
Those who entertain these
ensnared by the delusions
sophistries will soon find
of these last days” (Manu- The Review and Herald offices before and af- themselves in a position
script 70, 1905).
ter the great fire on December 30, 1902. In where the enemy can talk
Sister White described 1901, a year before this devastating fire, Ellen with them; lead them away
these as “specious, decep- White gave a solemn warning to the manag- from God. It is represented to
tive theories of Satan’s agen- ers of the Review and Herald (found in Testi- me that the writer of this
cies.” I looked up the word monies, 8:90-103) that God would cleanse the book is on a false track. He
“specious.” Specious means publishing house by fire for publishing mate- has lost sight of the distinsuperficially plausible but rials of “Satanic origin.” She also warned: guishing truths for this time.
actually wrong, misleading in “The presses in the Lord's institution have He knows not whither his
been printing the soul-destroying theories of
appearance, especially missteps are tending. The track
Romanism and other mysteries of iniquity.”
leadingly attractive. Ellen
of truth lies close beside the
While’s counsel is clear and concise: “Let the world
track of error, and both tracks may seem to be one
go into spiritualism, into theosophy, into pantheism,
to minds which are not worked by the Holy Spirit
if they choose. We are to have nothing to do with
and which, therefore, are not quick to discern the
this deceptive branch of Satan’s work” (Battle Creek
difference between truth and error” (Letter 211,
Letters, 109).
1903).
She also wrote: “I have something to say to our
We have so much good theology in the remnant
teachers in reference to the new book, The Living
movement. This other stuff is a fatal distraction. “In
Temple. Be careful how you sustain the sentiments
the latter times some shall depart from the faith, givof this book regarding the personality of God
ing heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils”
[including the Holy Spirit]. As the Lord presents mat1 Timothy 4:1. When we baptize the concepts of
New Life Mission Life Lines
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“For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many” Matthew 24:5.
Babylon with Sister White’s writings, we are doing
for study is the Bible” (Loma Linda Messages, 64).
“Suffer not yourselves to open the lids of a
the same work as was done with the spiritualistic
book that is questionable. There is a hellish fastheories of The Living Temple. This is the work of
cination in the literature of Satan. It is the powSatan.
erful battery by which he tears down a simple
“The warnings of the word of God regarding the
religious faith. Never feel that you are strong
perils surrounding the Christian church belong to us
enough to read infidel books; for they contain a
today. As in the days of the apostles men tried by
poison like that of asps. They can do you no
tradition and philosophy to destroy faith in the Scripgood, and will assuredly do you harm. In readtures, so today, by the pleasing sentiments of higher
ing them, you are inhaling the miasmas of
criticism, evolution, spiritualism, theosophy and panhell” (Fundamentals of Christian Education, 93).
theism, the enemy of righteousness is seeking to
(3) Simply pray and
lead souls into forbidden
pray simply. Do not get tied
paths” (Acts of the Apostles,
474). The issues to be deup with lights, candles,
cided are not just about worscents, smells, sounds, vain
ship preferences. The eterrepetitions, etc. You don’t
nal destiny of souls is at
need that stuff. You need to
stake.
get on your knees and pray.
Why does all this matter?
You do not need to follow
I did not grow up Seventhsomebody’s prewritten
day Adventist, but I did not
prayer (other than the Lord’s
find the truth through canprayer). Follow Jesus’ exdles, dark rooms, breath
ample and pray from your
prayers, repeating Jesus’
heart.
Dr. Ingo Sorke, New Testament Professor at
(4) Read and cherish
name thirty times or through
Southwestern Adventist University speaking
the
writings of Ellen White
reading human conjecture. I
at the GYC 2014 Convention.
over other writings. “Men
was reached by the Adventist message with its full promay get up scheme after
phetic remnant package.
scheme, and the enemy will
It is okay to be SDA. Our
seek to seduce souls from
doctrines were not a hinthe truth, but all who believe
drance to my becoming an
that the Lord has spoken
Adventist, but were a catathrough Sister White, and
lyst to lead me to Jesus
has given her a message,
Christ. When I was 18, I diswill be safe from the many
covered the Sabbath and I
delusions that will come in
was like, Wow! I discovered
these last days” (Letter 50,
the Sanctuary, and I was
1906). “It is a perilous step
like, Wow! 1844, Wow! Spirit
to slight the reproofs and
of Prophecy—a prophet in
warnings of God’s word or
our midst, Wow! It is okay to be SDA. Non-Adventist
of His Spirit” (Patriarchs and Prophets, 635). Do not
church literature would say that doctrine is the wrong
call Ellen White a mystic. Ellen White was not a
way to lead a postmodern secular, neo-pagan, nonmystic. She was a prophet preparing us for the secchurch-going teenager to Jesus Christ. But here I
ond coming of Jesus Christ. And don’t tell me her
am. If it works for me, it may surely work for many
writings are hard to understand. If I could read her
others.
at age 17, with English as my second language, you
Here are my recommendations to our youth:
can read and understand them, too.
(1) Appreciate your Adventist identity. We are
(5) Do not leave Christ and do not leave the
faith: “Enfeebled and defective, needing constantly
a God-ordained movement with a purpose. And our
future—no matter what happens between now and
to be warned and counseled, the church is neverthe end—is glorious. The DNA of our Adventist
theless the object of Christ’s supreme reidentity is prophetic, not pathetic.
gard” (Testimonies, 7:16). When the church ap(2) Read and study your Bible. We don’t need
pears about to fall, we know that it won’t. We have
many other sources. “The one book that is essential
the assurance of Jesus Christ. “Satan will work his
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“I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe” John 14:29.
miracles to deceive; he will set up his power as supreme. The church may appear as about to fall,
but it does not fall. It remains, while the sinners
in Zion will be sifted out—the chaff separated
from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal,
but
nevertheless it must take
place” (Selected Messages, 2:380). “We are in the
shaking time, the time when everything that can be
shaken will be shaken” (Testimonies, 6:331).
“The Spirit and power of God will be poured out
upon His children. At that time many will separate
themselves from those churches in which the love
of this world has supplanted love for God and His
Word. Many, both of ministers and people, will
gladly accept those great truths which God has
caused to be proclaimed at this time to prepare a
people for the Lord’s second coming. The enemy of
souls desires to hinder this work; and before the
time for such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to prevent it by introducing a counterfeit” (The Great Controversy, 464). This is happening right now.

Accept the glad tidings, the warnings and chidings,
Found in this volume of heavenly lore;
With faith that’s unfailing and love all-prevailing,
Trust in its promise of life evermore.

Dr. Ingo Sorke is part of a new church plant south of Dallas. He
is married and father of two teenage sons. His favorite pastime
is Bible study. He first came to the USA as an exchange student and lived with an SDA family. The rest is history.

Hallelujah! on earth and in heaven.

The Bible
Author Unknown

Study it carefully, think of it prayerfully;
Deep in thy heart let its pure precepts dwell.
Slight not its history, ponder its mystery;
None can e’er prize it too fondly or well.

With fervent devotion and thankful emotion,
Hear the blest welcome, respond to its call;
Life’s purest oblation, the heart’s adoration,
Give to the Savior, who died for us all.
May this message of love from the Tribune above,
To all nations and kindreds be given;
Till the ransomed shall raise
joyous anthems of praise—

Note: Here are parts of an interview by Danny Vierra with a sister named, June Moss Rieck, a personal friend
of B.G. Wilkinson, who was an author, educator, minister and lecturer. Dr. Wilkinson was well acquainted with
Ellen G. White, Dr. John Harvey Kellogg, A.T. Jones and Dr. E.J. Wagoner. June and her late husband,
Ralph Moss, learned valuable history from Dr. Wilkinson. Here is more of the story of The Living Temple.
JR: I went to (Washington Missionary College)
Tacoma Park, Maryland, to join the nursing program
from 1954 to 1958. My husband had heard of B. G.
Wilkinson (a Seventh-day Adventist Theologian) and
he started taking me on my days off to visit this man
who was a man in his eighties at the time. It was most
thrilling to sit and listen because he opened up much
of the early history of the Adventist Church.
Dr. Wilkinson was hired at Battle Creek College to
be professor of history, Greek and Hebrew. I believe
this was at age 25. He was a very brilliant young man
and spoke eight different languages. Ellen G. White
was there in Battle Creek as well as Dr. Kellogg. We
had a printing press there and a large church besides
the college. Dr. Wilkinson told us about the Battle
Creek fires. Ellen White had warned our publishing
house that it was to print only Adventist literature. A
fire broke out in the publishing house and burned it to
the ground. What later came out was that the night of
the fire the publishers had on their desk a spiritualistic
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book that they were ready to print. (See “The Early
Elmshaven Years” by Arthur White, 5:292.2)
DV: You know, June, that book was actually the
book by J. H. Kellogg, The Living Temple on pantheism – that God is not a personal being but a mysterious essence that pervades all nature. (Pantheism was
the “Alpha” of apostasy.) In other words, He is in the
trees, He is in the water, He is in the plants, He is in
human beings.
JR: Wilkinson told us again, when they would hear
a call to a fire in Battle Creek, they would say, “Oh, we
can't put them out. Those are Adventist fires.” So they
knew there was something about those fires that could
not be quenched until everything burned to the ground.
He told us more of the story of Dr. John Harvey Kellogg. He said presidents, congressmen, people high
up in Washington, D.C., came for healing. So you can
see God working there to have the Adventists known
in the center of our nation. Satan saw this. We were
taught that the health work was the right arm of the
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Dr. Kellogg lecturing at the Battle Creek Sanitarium.

message. So you can imagine Satan wanted to knock
that out. What happened was, Dr. Wilkinson said he
actually saw Dr. Kellogg at times walking down the
street with a handsome young man dressed totally
in black. Dr. Kellogg never introduced this man to
anyone. Later, Ellen White was shown that the man
walking with Dr. Kellogg was Satan himself. Dr. Wilkinson told us that Sr. White had said this, but I don't
think she ever put that in print.
DV: Ellen White may have never written about the
man in black that stood with Dr. Kellogg, but I have
statements from her that she wrote to the doctor: “The
specious scheming representations of God in nature,
carry their charming, soothing influence as a peace
and safety pill to give to the people in the spiritualistic
views that Satan has instituted in your theories” (Letter
301, 1903). So, she did confirm that it was Satan himself that was influencing these pantheistic theories. In
fact, Ellen White compared The Living Temple to the
forbidden tree and she makes this statement in Letter
224, 1903. “Matter has been sent to you in regard
to the teachings in the book, The Living Temple. Many

have received the theories advocated in this work as
something very spiritual. Like Adam and Eve, who
took the apple from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, and ate it, our own sheep and lambs
are swallowing the deceptive morsels of error offered them in the pages of this book...We are not to
say that the Lord God of heaven is in a leaf, or in a
tree; for He is not there. He sitteth upon His throne in
the heavens.” So, in two places, we can see that she
confirmed that it was Satan himself, because we know
that Satan was the one at the tree who deceived Adam
and Eve. (The Living Temple contained the “alpha” of
deadly heresies. See Selected Messages, 1:200.)
JR: From the time this man in black was seen with
Dr. Kellogg his theology began to change and he
started to gain a following. Even though Ellen White
worked with him, he never changed. He had taken this
pantheistic heresy into his bosom. The Lord had to
burn the publishing house with the book to the ground.
Source: https://youtu.be/EdQ7JPDf4n8 - the complete interview
between Danny Vierra and June Moss Rieck. We apologize if
the spelling of June’s last name is wrong. We could not contact
her for a correction if needed.
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