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Sodom
“Fairest among the cities of the Jordan Valley
was Sodom, set in a plain
which was ‘as the garden
of the Lord’ in its fertility
and beauty. Here the luxuriant vegetation of the tropics flourished. Here was
the home of the palm tree,
the olive and the vine; flowers shed their fragrance
throughout the year. Rich
harvests clothed the fields,
and flocks and herds covered the encircling hills. Art
and commerce contributed
to enrich this proud city in
the plain of Jordan. Treasures of the East adorned
her palaces and the caravans of the desert brought
stores of precious things to
supply her marts of trade.
With little thought or labor,
every want of life could be
supplied and the whole
year seemed one round of
festivity for the gay, pleasure-seeking throngs.”

Located on the western shore of the southern part of the Dead Sea is a road that
will lead you to Mt. Sodom. Road 91 runs right through the middle of the Judean desert and will bring you very close, give
or take a few miles, to the location
where the famous Biblical city of
Sodom once stood. Given the fact that
the entire Dead Sea stretches only 37
miles north and south, there is no
question that from the summit of the
present-day Mt. Sodom, one can actually see the “Vale of Siddim” and the
“plain of Jordan” which the ancient
prophets described in detail as the location for the ancient city of Sodom.
Today you don’t see any of the anRoute 91, the Sodom-Arad Road,
cient debauchery which the Bible dein the Judean Desert in Israel.
scribes taking place at this location.
This place is eerily quiet. The landscape can cause you to start having
feelings of depression and anguish.
Life is gone. Not even a blade of grass
grows there. There is no wildlife, not
even a fly. Sodom truly became a
place of “perpetual desolation” as described in Zephaniah 2:9 in the Old
Testament.
Mt. Sodom is a present-day monument and a reminder that something
cataclysmic took place there. The Biblical cities that were destroyed in Genesis 19 were not mythical cities, as the
evidence will clearly show. And the destruction which took place there was
far from being a simple allegory. Every
skeptic and scoffer ought to take some
time to visit the ruins found at Mt. Sodom and the surrounding areas. You can see for
yourself the lifeless landscape of salt and ashes—the very descriptions given to us in
the Holy Scriptures. There is no other place like it in all the world.

(This story from Patriarchs
& Prophets was first written
in the year 1890—long before
the term “gay” was ever used
for the participants of the
LGBT Community.)
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“That which hath been is now; and that which
is to be hath already been” Ecclesiastes 3:15.
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And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere,
before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD” Genesis 13:10.
The Garden of the Lord
Sodom was not a
parched, lifeless landscape, at least not at the
beginning of this story.
Before its destruction,
Sodom was a beautiful,
rich and prosperous city.
The Bible describes the
beautiful scenery of
Sodom and the whole Jordan Valley as “the garden
of the Lord” which is another name for the Garden
of Eden.
“And Lot lifted up his
eyes, and beheld all the
plain of Jordan, that
it was well watered everywhere, before the LORD
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the
land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar...and Lot
dwelled in the cities of the
plain, and pitched his tent
toward Sodom” Genesis
13:10-12.
Lot saw the goodness
of the land. He saw the
fruit, the water and the
riches of Sodom. When
Abraham and Lot were
trying to decide how best
to divide their flocks, Abraham allowed Lot to have
the first choice on which
area of land he wanted to
graze his flocks and his
herds and build his house.
Lot chose the best looking
land available and decided to pitch his tent towards Sodom.
Scripture indicates that
this region was very prosperous. It was like the
“Garden of the Lord” and
like the “land of Egypt.”
The plain was very well
watered; consequently,
the region was plush, with
plenty of vegetation for
grazing animals and very
rich soil for growing crops.
It was like river bottom
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land today. Farmers know
how rich that kind of soil
is.
The area was so prosperous that it attracted the
attention of the northern
kingdoms who invaded
the area, forcing the King
of Sodom to pay tribute
(Genesis 14:1-4). This
eventually led to the War
of the Kings in which
Sodom was plundered of
its wealth and Lot was
taken captive (Genesis
14:5-9) along with all the
other residents.
We see that the land of
Sodom was a place to be
desired by kings and
princes, by those who
coveted wealth, prosperity
and ease.
This description is at
odds with the current state
of the Dead Sea region.
The region as it stands
today is a barren wasteland. This area around the
Dead Sea rests over
1,300 feet below Sea
level, and is literally the
lowest point on land in our
earth. The sea itself supports no aquatic life,
hence its name, Dead
Sea. Rainfall in the region
is less than 3 inches per
year. The average temperature in the summer is
between 90 and 102 degrees Fahrenheit, and
temperatures above 105
are not uncommon.
Sodom today is a barren wilderness, consisting
of minimal rain fall and no
fresh water. The only water in the entire region is
the extremely salty, Dead
Sea. This lack of fresh
water and very high temperatures makes it impossible to sustain life. As
mentioned before, nothing
grows there and there is a
noticeable absence of all
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“And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an
overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly” 2 Peter 2:6.
wildlife. Even bugs can’t be
found crawling on the
ground. The entire place is
nothing but ashes, salt and
sulfur (brimstone). The
deer do make brief visits to
lick the salt that is found in
abundance.
This is exactly what the
Bible said would become
of Sodom. God’s word
says that this lush paradise
would not have any more
life. It was to be a perpetual memorial where people
could not live nor plant.
“The whole land thereof
is brimstone, and salt, and
burning, that it is not sown,
nor beareth, nor any grass
groweth therein, like the
overthrow of Sodom, and
Gomorrah, Admah, and
Zeboim, which the LORD
overthrew in His anger,
and in His wrath” Deuteronomy 29:23.
“As in the overthrow of
Sodom and Gomorrah and
the neighbor cities thereof,
saith the LORD, no man
shall abide there, neither
shall a son of man dwell in
it” Jeremiah 49:18.
“And he overthrew
those cities, and all the
plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and
that which grew upon the
ground” Genesis 19:25.
Turning Cities into Ash
“Likewise also as it was
in the days of Lot; they did
eat, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they
planted, they builded" Luke
17:28.
The Bible tells that the
inhabitants were known for
their buildings. These
buildings were turned into
piles and piles of ash.
“And turning the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrha
into ashes condemned
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“Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone
and fire from the LORD out of heaven” Genesis 19:24.
them with an overthrow,
making them an ensample
unto those that after
should live ungodly” 2 Peter 2:6.
The pictures on the previous pages come from the
western side of the Southern Dead Sea and appear
to be the ashen remains of
a previous civilization.
These formations are
made of a stone-like powder, layers of ash, dust
and sulfur. It is packed so
densely that rain does not
wash it away.
“Then the LORD rained
upon Sodom and upon
Go m o rra h
b rim s to n e
(sulfur) and fire from the
LORD out of heaven”
Genesis 19:24.
The scale of the devastation was such that Abraham is said to have arose
the next morning, perhaps
20 to 40 miles away from
the general area where
Sodom is thought to have
existed, and saw the
plumes of smoke rising up
from the plain.
“And he looked toward
Sodom and Gomorrah,
and toward all the land of
the plain, and beheld, and
lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke
of a furnace” Genesis
19:28.
People of distant areas
for miles around must have
been in shock and fear as
they witnessed the descent
of fire and brimstone from
the heavens.
Sulfur Balls
The Bible says that the
Lord rained “brimstone”
upon Sodom and upon the
cities of the plain. According to Merriam-Webster’s
dictionary, the word brimstone literally means sul-
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fur. Throughout the ashen
remains surrounding Mt.
Sodom in Israel are millions
of sulfur balls. They are
encrusted within the layers
of ash. These brimstone
balls have been tested and
are composed of 96% to
98% pure sulfur. What is
uniquely interesting is that
these sulfur balls are not
found anywhere else in our
world. The only place on
earth where you can find
sulfur in the form of these
balls is in the “plain of Jordan” where the ancient city
of Sodom once stood.
All other sulfur found in
our earth is in rock, crystal
or powder form. These layers of ash encrusted with
these millions of sulfur balls
are evidence that the layers
of earth found in this area
were actually burned with
extreme heat.
God preserved these
ruins as an example for us
today of His future judgment on the wicked.
“Look at what happened to Sodom and Gomorrah. Evil became so
rampant and entrenched
in people’s hearts their
behavior became irreversible. The destruction
of their cities is an example of what will happen to
all the ungodly. But God
delivered Lot, a good man
who was distressed by the
immorality and filthy lives
around him. Day after day
that good man’s heart was
hurt by all the lawlessness
and wickedness he saw
and heard. From Lot’s experience you can see the
Lord knows how to rescue His people but bring
the wicked to judgment to
face what they have
done” (2 Peter 2:6-9, Clear
Word edition).
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"And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there" Genesis 14:10.

Mt. Sodom
Mt. Sodom is one of the
world’s strangest geological

formations. It is a massive
block of salt that rises 750
feet above the Dead Sea, is
5 miles long and 3 miles
wide. Because Mt. Sodom is
made entirely of rock salt, it
could not exist anywhere
else in the world. Salt can be
dissolved quickly in water, so
this kind of formation would
melt away in any other climate where there is a lot of
rain. This particular area of
the Judean desert receives
an average rainfall of two
inches per year.2
On top of one of the cliffs
of Mt. Sodom overlooking the
valley of Jordan, where the
city of Sodom was located,
stands a pillar of salt. This
famous salt pillar is a landmark and has been given the
name “Lot’s wife” in reference to the Biblical account
of the destruction of Sodom.
“But his wife looked back
from behind him, and she
became a pillar of salt” Genesis 19:26.
The Bible doesn’t give us
the reason why Lot’s wife
“looked back.” Some speculate that she was drawn by
the smell of sulfur, others say
it was because of her curiosity, or because her children
and grandchildren were still
there, or maybe she was having feelings of wanting to return to her comfortable home
and all her possessions.
Whatever the reason, we
know that she disobeyed the
explicit instruction of God,
“Escape for thy life; look not
behind thee, neither stay
thou in all the plain; escape
to the mountain, lest thou be
consumed” Genesis 19:17.
Because she did not obey
the words of the angel, Lot’s
wife was turned into a pillar of
salt. It is quite possible that
she was turned into a mighty
mass of rock-salt, similar to
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Slime and Saltpits
There are several references in the Bible of huge
holes and craters around the
areas of Sodom.
“And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there;
and they that remained fled
to the mountain” Genesis
14:10.
The kings in the vale of
Siddim actually fell into the
slimepits during the wars
against the northern kings.
That fact which the Bible
highlights is a clue as to the
true location of Sodom.
The Bible gives a second
description of the huge craters in Sodom and calls them
saltpits.
“Therefore as I live, saith
the LORD of hosts, the God
of Israel, Surely Moab shall
be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah, even the breeding of
nettles, and saltpits, and a
perpetual desolation” Zephaniah 2:9.
This is an accurate description of the area where
Sodom has been discovered.
There are about 4,000 sinkholes around the Dead Sea,
and most of them are on the
western side where Mt.
Sodom is located. New sink
holes are forming every year
at an alarming rate, and
there’s no stopping them.1
Sinkholes have been
opening without warning and
are a danger to visitors and
tourists.1 Falling into one of
them is always a risk, which
isn’t new to the region of
Sodom. Just ask the king of
Sodom. He had a first-hand
experience.

"Bera, king of Sodom … all these were joined together in the vale
of Siddim, which is the salt sea (the Dead Sea)" Genesis 14:2, 3.
the salt formations found on
Mt. Sodom. It is also of inter- An areal view of Mt. Sodom by the Dead Sea.
est that the angel instructed
Lot and his family to escape to
the “mountain.”
Though we are not told
which mountain they were instructed to flee to, many believe that it could very well
have been Mt. Sodom because it is the closest and
highest elevation in the area
where the city of Sodom has
been discovered.
USA Surpasses Sodom
The declining morality seen
in parts of the United States
today would make the festivities in Sodom look like an afternoon church potluck. Our
nation is not just giving the ancient city of Sodom a run for its
money; we’ve surpassed this
city known for its wickedness.
In fact, if the men of Sodom
could only look at our generation, they would hide their
faces in shame. If Jesus doesn’t come soon and bring an
end to what we see today, God
is going to have to forgive the
people of Sodom for destroying
their city, because our generation is doing much worse.
Today a godless, immoral,
sexual revolution is taking the
world by storm, and where are
the pastors and watchmen
who are supposed to be lifting
up their voices like a trumpet
against these things? Sadly,
the churches are either joining
the world in forbidden pleasures or they have become silent.
In 2015 the Supreme Court
of the United States ruled
(Obergefell v. Hodges) there is
a "fundamental right" for same
sex couples to get married.3 In
2015 our nation took a catastrophic moral fall by trying to
legitimize something that God
says He can't legitimize
(Matthew 19:4, 5). Where were
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A pillar of salt on Mt. Sodom—Today,
guides will point to different salt formations and claim that they are the wife of
Lot. In all probability, this is simply one
of many salt formations in the area.

the pastors of our nation in
2015? Where were the faithful
watchmen who were supposed
to be speaking out for God?
Later in 2017, the Supreme
Court of the United States ruled
(Pavan v. Smith) that a child
can have two biological mothers, and that legal documents,
such as birth certificates, must
acknowledge this truth.4 Our
society cares more about
equality than about biology and
truth. Our nation is taking a
moral beating as the enemies
of God continue their immoral
onslaught upon the land.
Where were the pastors who
were supposed to be standing
in defense of God's truth in
2017? Many of them remained
silent when they should have
been defending the law of God.
“It is time for thee, LORD, to
work: for they have made void
Thy law. Therefore I love Thy
commandments above gold;
yea, above fine gold” Psalm
119:126, 127.
“His watchmen are blind:
th e y a re a l l i g n ora n t,
they are all dumb dogs, they
cannot bark; sleeping, lying
down, loving to slumber.
Ye a , th e y a re g r e e d y
dogs which can never have
enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand:
they all look to their own way,
every one for his gain, from his
quarter. Come ye, say they, I
will fetch wine, and we will fill
ourselves with strong drink; and
to morrow shall be as this
day and much more abundant”
Isaiah 56:10-12.
America is one of the last
strongholds of Christianity, but
it is falling as the latest victim to
the spoils of the ever-raging
culture war. Thousands of gays
and lesbians took to the streets
to celebrate the U.S. Supreme
Court’s “Yes” decision to samesex marriage. The new legislation now offers marriage equal-
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Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication,
and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” Jude 1:7.

ity and rights to the LGBT community. The vote should
Tribute to Ron Wyatt, Amateur Archaeologist
come as no surprise when you consider that prophecy
It was in the early 1980s that Ron began to pay atpredicted this would happen in the last days.
tention to the ashen remains along the west bank of
The Western Christian civilized nations have long
the Dead Sea, never intending to search for the lost
ago declared war against the God of heaven. Europe,
cities in the Jordan Valley destroyed by God nearly
Australia, Canada, now America has rejected God's
4000 years before (1897 BC). In fact, Ron made many
standard of truth and morality. They have accepted a
trips back and forth (120 times altogether, spending
post-Christian and godless view on marriage, gender
over $1,000,000 of his own hard-earned money) travidentity and equality.
elling to various sites before
This means that those
finally stopping to examine
who still espouse the Christhese ashen remains. He
tian world-view on marriage
had been struck by the
have now become the
strange appearance of the
"minority." Sadly, we are
formations. They suddenly
traveling down the same
took on the appearance of
moral decline as did the
city walls and buildings. For
ancient cities on the plain of
years he had done nothing
Jordan. These bygone civiliabout his suspicions but in
zations adopted views on
1989 he decided to take a
sexuality that were anticloser look. Ron and his
Biblical and anti-God. They
crew drove into one of the
hated and rejected God’s “The shew of their countenance doth witness whitish areas and discovered
view of morality so much against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, the formations were not just
that they put many of God's they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have geological but of heavily layfaithful people to death be- rewarded evil unto themselves” Isaiah 3:9.
ered ash. He found an orcause of their views. Abraganized layout of streets
ham and Lot were both micommon to cities today. He
norities in Sodom and Goconcluded these ashen remorrah. And so it is today,
mains must be Sodom and
those who still believe and
Gomorrah but knew that furteach the truths of the Bible
ther testing was required.
are in the minority and are
Numerous tests of materibecoming the new targets
als found at the different
of persecution by tosites and thorough research
day's immoral society.
proved that these were the
"Jesus Himself never
lost cities of the Jordan Valpurchased peace by comley that God had destroyed
promise. His heart overin Genesis 19.
flowed with love for the
Today tourist guides inwhole human race, but He
clude these cities in their itinwas never indulgent to their “Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is erary for places to see in the
sins. He was too much their great, and because their sin is very grievous” “Archeological Tours of the
friend to remain silent while Genesis 18:20. This was the "cry" that ultimately Bible lands.”
they were pursuing a led to the destruction of Sodom.
There are numerous
course that would ruin the
presentations on YouTube of
souls He had purchased with His own blood. He laRon’s discoveries. His main goal was to prove the Bibored that man should be true to himself, true to his
ble true. Here is a link to a presentation on Sodom:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZKBHyIBrHA
higher and eternal interest. The servants of Christ are
Here is another by Michael Rood, a Jewish rabbi:
called to the same work, and they should beware lest,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fHQEcqwrYxc
in seeking to prevent discord, they surrender the truth.
They are to 'follow after the things which make for
Sources
1
peace' (Romans 14:19); but real peace can never be
https://www.livescience.com/50379-dead-seasecured by compromising principle. And no man can
sinkholes.html
2
be true to principle without exciting opposition. A Chrishttps://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea
3
tianity that is spiritual will be opposed by the children of
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2014/14-556
4
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2016/16-992
disobedience" (Desire of Ages, 356).
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By NLM Staff Writer

In the Vale of Siddim,
Beside the great Salt Sea,
Was a land so fair and fine,
With flowers, grass and trees.

God sent His holy angels,
To warn them of their deeds,
To tell of a destruction;
The people paid no heed.

Sodom was the city,
The center of this place,
Their sins were multitudiness;
Their morals were debased.

Great cities burned in flames,
One massive conflagration,
The valley fell in ruins;
Eternal desolation.

Their sins did cry to heaven,
For they were very sore,
Strange flesh and deprivation;
The things which God abhors.

The plain where Sodom stood,
To us is an example,
For all who fear not God,
Whose Holy Law they trample.

Abram interceded,
For love of God and man,
Their sinful hearts were hardened;
Rejecting Heaven’s plan.

Judgments soon will come again,
When Christ returns in glory,
Those who don’t learn from the past;
Enlarging Sodom’s story.
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