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The Hope of the Second Coming
and the Faith of the Reformers

One of the most solemn and yet most glorious truths revealed in the Bible is that
of Christ’s second coming, to complete the great work of redemption. To God’s pilgrim
people, so long left to sojourn in the region and shadow of death, a precious, joyinspiring hope is given in the promise of His appearing, who is “the resurrection and
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the life,” to bring home again His banished. The doctrine of the second advent is the
very key-note of the Sacred Scriptures. From the day when Adam and Eve turned
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their sorrowing steps from Eden, the children of faith have waited for the coming of
Not Here in Person
the Promised One to break the destroyer’s power and bring them again to the lost
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Paradise given to our first parents, Adam and Eve.
Enoch, the seventh in deThe 1st & 2nd Coming scent from Adam, he who for
three centuries on earth walked
of Jesus
with his God, was permitted to
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behold from afar the coming of
first parents, Adam & Eve. the Deliverer. “Behold,” Enoch
declared, “the Lord cometh with
It was the hope of all the ten thousands of his saints, to
Patriarchs.
execute judgment upon all”
Jude 14, 15.
It was the hope of
The patriarch Job, in the night
Abraham and his children.
of his affliction exclaimed with
It was the hope of the
unshaken trust: “I know that my
Apostolic Church.
redeemer liveth, and that he
shall stand at the latter day
It was the hope of the
upon the earth: and
Church in the Wilderness. though...worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I shall see for
It was the hope of the
myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another” Job 19:25-27.
Yes, the second coming of the Lord has been in all ages the hope of His true folReformers.
lowers.
The Savior’s parting promise upon the Mount of Olives, that He would come
It was the hope of the
again (Acts 1:11), lighted up the future for His disciples, filling their hearts with joy and
Millerites.
hope that sorrow could not quench nor trials dim. Amid suffering and persecution the
It has been the hope of
appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ was the “blessed hope.”
When the Thessalonian Christians were filled with grief as they buried their loved
Christians since the great
ones who had hoped to live to witness the coming of the Lord, Paul, their teacher
disappointment.
pointed them to the resurrection to take place at the Savior’s advent. Then the dead
And it continues to be our in Christ should rise, and together with the living be caught up to meet the Lord in the
hope, “the Blessed Hope!” air. “And so,” he said, “shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another
with these words” 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.

2 We Know Not the
Hour

“Looking for that
blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the
great God and our
Savior Jesus Christ”
Titus 2:13.
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“Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye
shall see Him” Revelation 1:7.
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“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power” Matthew 24:30.

From the dungeon, the stake, the scaffold, where
saints and martyrs witnessed for the truth, comes
down the centuries the utterance of their faith and
hope. Being “assured of His personal resurrection,
and consequently of their own at His coming, for this
cause,” says one of these Christians, “they despised
death, and were found to be above it” (Daniel T. Taylor, The Voice of the Church in All Ages, p. 33).
They were willing to go down to the grave, that
they might rise free. They looked for the Lord to come
from heaven in the clouds with the glory of His Father,
bringing to the just the times of the kingdom. The
Waldenses in the mountains of Italy cherished the same faith. Wycliffe in England
looked forward to the Redeemer’s appearing as the hope of the church.
Luther declared: “I persuade myself verily, that the day of judgment will not be absent a full three hundred years. God will
not, cannot, suffer this wicked world much
longer. The great day is drawing near in
which the kingdom of abominations shall
be overthrown” (Ibid. p.33).
“This aged world is not far from its end,”
said Melanchthon. Calvin bids Christians
“not to hesitate, ardently desiring the day of
Christ’s coming as of all events most auspicious;” and declares that “the whole family of the faithful will keep in view that day.”
“We must hunger after Christ, we must
seek, contemplate,” he says, “till the dawning of that great day, when our Lord will
fully manifest the glory of His kingdom” (Ibid., pp. 158, 134).
Has not the Lord Jesus gone up into
heaven? was asked by John Knox, the
Scotch Reformer. He continued, “And shall
He not return? We know that He shall return, and that with expedition.” Ridley and
Latimer who laid down their lives for the
truth looked in faith for the Lord’s coming.
Ridley wrote: “The world without doubt—
this I do believe, and therefore I say it—
draws to an end. Let us with John, the servant of God, cry in our hearts unto our Savior Jesus Christ, Come, Lord Jesus,
come” (Ibid., pp. 151, 145).
“The thoughts of the coming of the
Lord,” said Baxter, “are most sweet and
joyful to me” (Richard Baxter, Works, vol.
17, p. 555). “It is the work of faith and the
character of His saints to love His appearing and to look for that blessed hope. If
death be the last enemy to be destroyed at
the resurrection, we may learn how earnestly believers should long and pray for
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the second coming of Christ, when this full and final
conquest shall be made” (Ibid., p. 500).
“This is the day that all believers should long, and
hope, and wait for, as being the accomplishment of all
the work of their redemption, and all the desires and
endeavors of their souls. Hasten, O Lord, this blessed
day!” (Ibid., pp. 182, 183).
On the rocky Isle of Patmos the beloved disciple,
John hears the promise, “Surely I come quickly,” and
his longing response voices the prayer of the church in
all her pilgrimage, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” Revelation 22:20.
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Are You Ready?
By Wesley Beggs

O my brethren, are you ready for the coming of the Lord?
Are you ready for the Master, with His swift-descending sword?
Are you ready now, this moment, if the King of kings should come
From His Father’s home in glory? Would the victory be won?
Do you see the great precursors, as they circle all the earth,
Solemn signs and omens promised to precede a second birth?
Do you hear the trumpet sounding now so loud, so clear, so strong,
“Leave the world and false professors; only to the Lord belong?”
Nations wane, though proud and haughty, for their kings have had their day;
Soon the Master comes in glory, and like chaff they pass away;
They have lived in great rebellion, they have fought no fight of faith:
Now like felons from His presence they are banished in disgrace.
Loud the trumpet call is sounding, “Now prepare the King to meet,”
For He’ll sift the hearts of mortals, as the sifter sifts His wheat;
He will gather all His jewels, all that shine with heavenly light,
And will take them to His mansions, clad in linen pure and white.
Do you hear the groan of nations and the mighty cry of war?
Do you hear the sound of earthquakes with their deep, sepulchral roar?
Do you hear the floods that bury fruitful field and busy town,
And the roar of unchained cyclones, as they sweep their victims down?
Do you hear the evil servant say His coming is delayed?
Do you see the proud and haughty who in balance will be weighed?
Do you hear the last-day scoffers loudly scoffing in the pride?
Do you hear unholy mockers, Jesus’ coming loud deride?
Do you see the weary traveler pressing forward to his rest,
As he walks a way-worn pilgrim in his heavenly garments dressed?
Do you hear the dirge-like music of the holy angel band?
Do you hear the welcome greetings of that fair, immortal land?
Evil men and base seducers now are waxing worse and worse,
And we know it will continue till God’s judgments on them burst,
Like as in the days of Noah, when the Lord so long did wait,
When their cup was full of evil, and repentance came too late.
Yes, the latter rain is coming, now its drops begin to fall;
Now remove from feet the sandals, now be holy, one and all.
May the heavens grow brighter, as we near our happy home;
May we shine as stars forever, in that bright, immortal dome.
Zion’s King all clad with glory, soon will come to save His own;
He will take them to his mansion – to a rich and heavenly home,
Where the pearly gates will open, and the holy enter in,
Where the tree of life is blooming, where there is no taint of sin.
Gird up, then, your loins, my brethren; let your lights be burning bright;
For your King comes clad in glory, with all power and heavenly might.
You may clasp the hands of others who have gone long years before,
You may live with them forever on that bright, immortal shore.
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The True Jesus Christ of Nazareth Is Not Here in Person!
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me,
In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again,
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” John 14:1-3.
“For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry” Hebrews 10:37.
I. What Will Not Take Place When the True Christ Returns:
1. He will not run newspaper ads announcing His appearance!
2. He will not set up His headquarters in some secret hideaway! (Matthew 24:26).
3. He will not have an advance publicity man who appears on radio talk shows or TV telling the world
Christ is now here! — Because, He is not here!
4. His feet will not touch our Earth when He comes the 2nd time which is His next coming!
(1 Thessalonians 4:17).
5. He will not appear on TV or radio, not even by satellite!
6. He will not be interviewed by newspapers!
7. He will not hold public meetings to spread His message!
8. He will not meet with heads of state and world leaders!
9. He will not perform healings and miracles!
10. He will not try to solve the famine, economic troubles, injustice and other problems of this world!
11. He will not set up a kingdom here on this earth! (John 14:2,3).
12. He will not try to unite all the religions and governments of the world!
II. What Will take Place When the True Christ Returns:
1. The true Christ will appear SUDDENLY in the heavens in an awesome display of splendor & glory!
(Matthew 24:27; 1 Thessalonians 4:16).
2. The true Christ will resurrect all the sleeping saints of God! (1 Thessalonians 4:16).
3. The trumpet of God will sound! There will be no silence! (1 Thessalonians 4:16; Matthew 24:31).
4. The true Christ will send His angels throughout the world to bring His living saints to Him!
(Matthew 24:31).
5. The true Christ will appear unexpectedly! (Matthew 24:42,44; 1 Thessalonians 5:1,2).
6. The true Christ will take all living and resurrected saints back to Heaven with Him for 1,000 years!
(John 14:2,3; Revelation 20:4).
7. The true Christ will INSTANTLY change the mortal bodies of the saints into glorious, immortal
bodies! (1 Corinthians 15:50-55).
8. The true Christ will be accompanied by the angels of God with all their glory! (Matthew 16:27).
9. The wicked will be destroyed by fire when the true Christ returns! (Matthew 134:40-42;
2 Thessalonians 1:7,8).
10. Every person in the world will see the true Christ instantly! (Revelation 1:7).
11. Those who crucified Him will be resurrected to see the true Christ return! (Revelation 1:7).
12. The world as we know it will be destroyed by fire when the true Christ returns! (2 Peter 3:10).
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