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While the Nations Rage, God's Grace Grows
"Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound" Romans 5:20.
Sin is increasing daily before our eyes. We are living in the darkest part of earth's
history. But even as the world is going over the edge and iniquity increases, God is
working to reach the lost. There is a Divine intervention taking place at this very
moment in which God is making manifest His grace, His love and His
unwillingness that any should perish. This is what should motivate our hearts and
inspire us to spread the gospel as never before.
Syria is being accused again of using nerve gas upon its own citizens leaving
victims foaming at the mouth.1 The chemical attacks have been condemned by
America, Britain, France and other allies. There is talk about holding Syria
accountable as several US aircraft carriers loaded with cruise missiles are headed towards that country.2
This situation has the potential of escalating rapidly into another world-wide crisis. When it does, many lives could be lost.
It is God's plan for His people to move forward with the gospel invitation even as mankind prepares for war and destruction.
While sin increases, grace must increase more. No one can out-sin the grace of God. The forces of evil are being restrained
(Revelation 7:3) so that the gospel can do its work of preparing a people for the coming of the Lord.
"Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat
the good of the land: but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with
the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it" Isaiah 1:18-20.
The third angel of Revelation 14 is represented as flying swiftly
through the midst of heaven crying: ‘Here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.’ Here is shown the nature
of the work of the people of God. They have a message of so great
importance that they are represented as flying in the presentation of it to
the world. They are holding in their hands the bread of life for a famishing
world. The love of Christ constraineth them. This is the last message.
There are no more to follow, no more invitations of mercy to be given
after this message shall have done its work. What a trust! What a
responsibility is resting upon all to carry the words of gracious invitation" (Testimonies, 5:206-207).

“And upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity...men's hearts failing
them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth”
Luke 21:25, 26.
Just Another Day and Another Crisis
It's hard to keep up with every incident taking place in our world today. The Bible clearly depicts the conditions that would
exist on earth just prior to the second coming of Christ.
Innercity violence is on the rise, Islamic terrorism has enveloped the world, school shootings, police shootings, mass
murders, ethnic violence and other crimes are escalating at a rapid pace. It's all part of the fulfillment of prophecy.
“And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another” Matthew 24:10.
London became the latest western nation that is experiencing another wave of terror. This time 7 different knife attacks took
place all in one day killing and wounding several people. 3 (They don’t need guns to kill people. What did Cain use?)
In Gaza the violence between Palestinians and Israelis has escalated as 22 deaths have been confirmed and over 1,000 more
injured during recent demonstrations. 4 Tens of thousands of
Palestinians have been protesting along the Israeli border
demanding the right to return to their lands. Israeli forces
have responded with live ammunition and rubber bullets to
what they see as an aggression to their sovereignty.
As tragic as these and other events are there is nothing
surprising here. Our world in general is becoming more and
more divided. Godless behavior is destroying our civil and
religious liberties. And what is the cause? The Bible gives us
the answer:
“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to
any people” Proverbs 14:34.
Iniquity, sin and disobedience to God’s law are the
problem. The lack of spirituality and the lack of seeking
God’s will for our lives is responsible for the rise of evil that
we see happening daily. There is no doubt about it. The more
secular and godless this world becomes the more careless and indifferent we are in our relationship with each other.

“Because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold”
Matthew 24:12.

The March of Life or of Death?
The "March for Our Lives" protest which took place on March 24, 2018 was supposed to be a student-led march, designed
to bring an end to gun violence in the classrooms. But the movement was highjacked by Hollywood elites5 like George
Clooney, Oprah Winfrey, Steven Spielberg and others who put up millions of dollars to sponsor the event.
Hundreds of thousands of students and protesters gathered in Washington D.C. and in other cities around the world to call
for greater gun restrictions.6 Many of the protesters were holding up signs calling for the elimination of the 2nd Amendment the right to bear arms. Some of the speeches were aimed directly at the NRA7 as they were being blamed for the recent
violence and deaths in Parkland, FL.
Sadly, Hollywood wasn't blamed for the glorification of guns and violence. Hollywood has been perpetuating a culture
death with all the violent "superhero" blockbuster movies. How many of those kids who were protesting Saturday morning,
later went to watch the latest movie in the Marvel Comic series that
Saturday night? These films are riddled with bullets, literally.
Sadly, the music industry also wasn't blamed for the
glorification of guns and violence. Where was the outrage against
rap, hip-hop and other music that celebrates death, shootings and
violence through songs? There was none. How many of those kids
who were protesting this weekend were actually playing these
violent songs on their headphones over and over again?
Sadly, the video game industry wasn't being blamed for the
glorification of guns and violence. These games are a major
problem as kids spend hours role playing as assassins. Again, how
many of those young teens who were at these protests spend hours
on video games that simulate the shooting and killing of people?
There are several factors involved that we must consider as we
try to understand how our kids are turning into monsters. Why is there no outrage against Hollywood, the music industry or the
makers of violent video games? How does a nation of young people campaign against the NRA while at the same time engage
in the very activities that are preparing the next generation of school shooters?
If this generation of teenagers want to be taken serious, not only would they call for better gun control - they would also call
for a boycott against 1) violent video games, 2) movies that simulate violence and shootings and 3) music that glorifies death
and gun violence. Lastly, they would protest against 4) state and federal law enforcement agencies that failed to protect them.
Don't hold your breath.

We become like that which we behold. See 2 Corinthians 3:18.
New Seventh-day Adventist Evangelism - Coloring Books for Adults
Forget your expensive tablets or your modern mobile devices. Now you can take a break from technology. All you need to
relax and keep your anxiety levels down while building up your "spiritual creativity" is some good old-fashioned coloring
pencils - or crayons. The Trans-European Division (TED) of
Seventh-day Adventists is now offering coloring7 books for
adults. Yes, for adults.
Designed to be used for individuals, small groups and
outreach, these fun, new, adult coloring books are perfect for this
modern generation. These are being promoted by TED as a tool
to "help us grow spiritually."
If that is the case then let's buy thousands of these coloring
books and require that every pastor and elder use them at church
board meetings. Maybe this will help ensure that everyone will
get along. Let's make it a requirement that every delegate
attending the General Conference World Session must color in
the pretty pictures during the debates. This may help to relieve
the stress and anxiety that was present at the last GC Session in
San Antonio, TX during the hotly contested women's ordination debate.
Well, maybe not. If the coloring books are doctrinally divisive, everyone might get stressed out again. Coloring books are
supposed to be fun for everyone and it might be considered immoral and discriminatory by the pro-women's ordination crowd
to have adult coloring books depicting an all-male priesthood officiating in the Old Testament sanctuary. If these adult SDA
coloring books are truly going to be stress-free and inclusive - maybe they need to include female priests officiating next to
Moses and Aaron so that everyone in the church can be at peace.
Before you go out and purchase crayons and your new adult coloring book, please consider the following: Our pioneers had
to cope with real stress and anxiety. They all had to meet severe challenges and hardships. But they remained faithful through
prayer, perseverance, unquestionable obedience to God's Word and by a constant living connection with Christ.
"Not in the ways of ease, of earthly honor or worldly conformity, are the followers of the Master found. They are far in
advance, in the paths of toil, and humiliation, and reproach, in the front of the battle “against the principalities, against the
powers, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. And now, as
in Christ's day, they are misunderstood and reproached and oppressed by the priests and Pharisees of their time" (Desire of
Ages, 508-509).
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