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Outside the village of Uzengili, Turkey you will
see signs pointing to “Nuh’un Gemisi” which
being translated means “Noah's Big Boat.”

On June 20, 1987, the Turkish Government established the Noah’s Ark National Park. This
center is located just south of Mt. Ararat.
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“And the Ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth
day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat” Genesis 8:4.

regards to evidence that
would validate the truths of
Scripture, God still provides
enough proof in the Bible
and in our observable
planet for people to make
an intelligent decision on
the side of truth. There will
be undeniable confirmation
to establish that all which
God has said in His word is
historically
factual—
including the events of the
flood and Noah’s ark.
The How of Discovery
In October 1959, Lihan
Durupinar, a Turkish army
captain, was examining aerial photographs of Mt. Ararat as part of the NATO
Geodetic Survey. Durupinar saw an unusual shape
in some of the photographs. He noticed that a
smooth boat-like shape object, larger than a football
field, stood out from the
rough and rocky terrain at
an altitude of 6,300 feet,
near the Turkish border
with Iran.
The following is a first
hand account of what happened, given by Rene
Noorbergen, a veteran
newsman who visited Turkey and met with Captain
Durupinar. This account is
recorded in his book, The
Ark File, published in 1974
by Pacific Press Publishing
Association:
“There, at the approximate height of 6,000 feet in
the Ararat mountains, his
photo negatives disclosed
the presence of a strange,
unexpected ship-like object, alone and unattended
and seemingly caught in a
stream of solidified lava. He
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Turkish army captain, Lihan Durupinar, right,
noticed a strange formation on a photograph
that was taken as part of the NATO Geodetic
Survey. Durupinar reported his findings to
Turkish government officials. Pictured next to
him on the left, is his brother, Tayfur.

The boat-like shape sits in a mud or lava flow
that was moving away from Mt. Ararat. There
are 3 possible conclusions: 1) this is the actual site where Noah's ark landed after the
great flood; 2) this is not the actual site where
the Ark landed, but rather where the Ark had
stopped, after a long slide from the summit of
Mt. Ararat; 3) this is just a freak geological formation – nothing special.

turned around and called
the colonel in charge who
had just entered the laboratory. Both men crowded
close to the viewer and they
stared at the extraordinary
find.
“The colonel’s initial
cynicism quickly changed to
marked excitement. ‘It can’t
be,’ he began to stammer.
‘Yet it looks like a ship!’
“‘Well,’ the colonel continued, with a voice shaken
by intense emotion, ‘do you
have any idea what you
have just been looking at?’
“‘A rock formation, Colonel? It’s the ark, Durupinar,’
he said softly. ‘You have
just discovered Noah’s ark
on the place where it finally
settled thousands of years
ago’” (The Ark File, pp. 117,
118).
The photo negatives
were sent by the Turkish
government to the leading
aerial photography expert,
Dr. Arthur J. Brandenberger, at Ohio State University. He was professor of
photogrammetry and they
wanted to get an informed
opinion on this matter. Dr.
Brandenberger’s remarks
were quite revealing:
“I have studied them [the
photographs from Turkey]. I
have no doubt at all that this
object is a ship. In my entire
career I have never seen an
object like this on a stereo
photo. Not only that, but all
the calculations we have
thus far been able to make
– support this. Even the approximate length of the object fits. Based on our
measurements, it is about
150 meters, and that is also
supposed to have been the
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“And [God] spared not the old world, but saved Noah...a preacher of righteousness,
bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly” 2 Peter 2:5.

length of the Biblical ark.
I have no doubt about
the importance of this
find” (The Ark File, p.
118).
1960 Expedition
An expedition sponsored by the Archeological Research Foundation, including Rene
Noorbergen (reporter
and author), George
Vandeman (radio evangelist and founder of “It
Is Written”), Lihan Durupınar and Arthur Brandenberger, surveyed the
site in September 1960.
After only two days of
digging and dynamiting
inside the “boat-shaped”
formation the expedition
members found only soil
and rocks. Their official
news release concluded
that “there were no visible archaeological remains” and that this formation “was a freak of
nature and not manmade” (The Ark File, p.
128).
The team did not
spend any significant
time examining the site
plus they didn’t take any
metal detectors or do
any radar scans of the
area. The investigation
was limited to only the
surface. Instead of sending an archeological
team to do thorough research, some members
of the expedition team
hastily concluded the
investigation was over
because no “visible” remains were found.
Dr. Brandenberger
later reported: “In my
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Look at this geological formation. Is this
just a freak of nature as so many have said?

For comparison: notice the adult man standing at the
end of this formation. The formation is very large.

opinion further study of
this peculiar symmetrical
phenomenon should be
made by an expert in
tectonics” (The Ark File,
p. 128).
George Vandeman
later admitted: “It is possible, however, our conclusions at the time were
more negative than they
should have been. Some
in the group are not convinced we have fully explored the possibility of
something buried beneath the site which may
have caused that portion
of the earth to remain so
symmetrical and boatlike a formation” (The
Ark File, p. 129).
Because no further
investigations
were
made, interest in this
boat-like formation began to diminish and was
eventually forgotten for
the next 17 years.
1977 Expedition
The site remained
unexplored until 1977
when Ron Wyatt, an
amateur archeologist,
began to explore the
area. Beginning in 1977
through 1991 Ron Wyatt
made dozens of trips.
During these visits he
spent a substantial
amount of time performing different tests on the
site.
These tests included
subsurface radar scans,
sample drilling and surveys with metal detectors. The evidence collected by Ron and his
team resulted in the
opening of a national
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“And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month,
on the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen” Genesis 8:5.

monument. On June 20,
1987, the Turkish Government established the new
“Noah’s Ark National
Park,” the result of a Government commission due
to the investigative work
of Ronald E. Wyatt.
The Visual Evidence
The first part of the
survey was to examine
the object and take its
measurements.
The
shape looked like the hull
of a ship. One end was
pointed as you would expect from a bow and the
opposite end was blunt
like a stern. The distance
from bow to stern was 515
feet, or exactly 300 Egyptian cubits. The average
width was 50 cubits.
These were the exact
measurements mentioned
in the Bible.
On the starboard side
near the stern are vertical
bulges protruding from the
mud, at regular intervals,
that were determined to
be the "ribs" of the hull.
Opposite to these, on the
port side, a single rib protrudes from the mud. You
can see its curved shape
very clearly. Surrounding
it are more ribs, still
largely buried in the mud,
but visible upon close examination.
Remember, this object
is extremely old. The
wood has petrified. Organic matter has been
replaced by minerals from
the earth. Only the shapes
and traces of the original
wood remain. Perhaps
this is why the expedition
in 1960 was disappointed.
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They anticipated finding
and retrieving chunks of
wood they could bring out
for show and tell.
Radar Scans
The human eye needs
to see reflected light to
recognize an object. To
visualize what remains
below the earth, scientists
use microwaves which
can penetrate the ground
and bounce back when
they hit something solid.
This technique commonly
used to locate oil and
other minerals is called
Ground Penetrating Radar
(GPR). The apparatus is
made from an antenna
that transmits, then listens
to receive the "echo" and
prints the result on paper.
The delay and strength of
this echo tells the geologists how solid and at
what depth objects are
under the earth.
The team marked the
locations with yellow tape
each time they got a “hit.”
When they got a strong
"hit" — meaning there
was something solid underneath — they would
record the position on the
tape. Later, when they
studied the tape and the
location of the "hits" they
realized that there was
indeed a structure under
the surface of the ground
where they stood.
The radar scans revealed a structure of symmetry and logical placement which gave unmistakable evidence that this
was a man made structure, most likely Noah’s
Ark.
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“And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until
the waters were dried up from off the earth” Genesis 8:7.

Artifacts at the Site
Perhaps the most significant
find from the Ark itself was a
piece of petrified wood. When
this was first found it appeared
to be a large beam. Upon closer
examination it was actually three
pieces of plank that had been
laminated together with some
kind of organic glue! This is the
same technology used in modern plywood today. Lamination
makes the total strength of the
wood much greater than the
combined strength of the pieces.
This suggested a knowledge of
construction far beyond anything
we knew existed in the ancient
world.
Tests by Galbraith Labs in
Knoxville, Tennessee showed
the sample to contain over 0.7%
organic carbon, consistent with
fossilized wood, which means
the specimen was once living
matter.
Examination revealed – the
glue oozed from the layers. The
outside of the wood appeared to
have been coated with bitumen.
Even more surprising were laboratory analyses which not only
revealed that the petrified wood
contained carbon (proving it was
once wood) but there were iron
nails embedded in the wood!
Man-made Metal Work
One of the most surprising
finds was discovered with sensitive metal detectors. The team
located several strong "hits" that,
when dug up, revealed large
disc shaped rivets. Metal rivets
are permanent fasteners that are
much stronger than regular
nails. From simple observation
of the metal it was possible to
see where the rivet had been
hammered. The rivets have survived from antiquity—about
4500 years ago!
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More Evidence
Several miles from the location of the Ark, huge stones were
discovered, some standing upright with others lying on the
ground. These stones, weighing
many tons, have holes carved in
them.
The huge anchors would
have been suspended from the
keel of the ship. This was a common practice among ancient
mariners to stabilize a heavy
ship and ensure that the bow is
always facing any on-coming
waves. A "top heavy" ship, such
as the Ark, could easily be capsized by a wave approaching
from the side.
Location Names
“The Valley of Eight,” “The
House that Noah Built,” “The
Place They Descended,” “Where
the Rudder Stopped,” are just
some of the names of the local
towns and villages surrounding
the boat-shaped object. These
all have reference to Noah’s Ark
and the great flood.
There are two villages approximately 1.5 miles away from
the boat-shaped object located
at “Noah’s Ark National Park” in
Uzengili, Turkey. The names of
these villages are Kargakonmaz
which means “where the raven
could not land” (Genesis 8:6-9)
and the village of Yigiyatagi
which means “where the heroes
came from.” Both of these are
references to Noah’s Ark.
Another location is called
Sagliksuyu which being translated means "the Valley of the
Eight" (Genesis 7:13). This is the
place where the famous anchor
stones are located.
Then there is Ishak Pasha
Mosque located about 20 miles
from the summit of Mt. Ararat.
The former name of this location
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“By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in godly fear built an ark to save his family. By
faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith” Hebrews 11:7.

were saved by the ark. The
one big cross represents
Noah.
During the rise of the
Ottoman Empire this entire
area fell under Muslim rule.
The Armenian Christians
were persecuted and massacred.
During
the
“Armenian Genocide” over
a million Armenians were
killed. The Muslims destroyed most of the historic
monuments and ancient
cities erected by the Christians. These stone grave
markings are all that remain of the once thriving
Christian culture and community that ruled this region.
These grave markers
are significant because
they testify that the ancient
Christians of this region not
only believed in Christ, but
they believed in the Biblical
account of Noah and the
great flood.

prior to the Muslim invasion
was called "where the rudder stopped” (Genesis 8:4),
an obvious reference to the
ark of Noah.
Nakhchivan is a bordering country next to Turkey
and only 20 miles east of
Mt. Ararat. These people
date back to the time of the
flood and inhabited the land
around this mountain until
they were displaced by the
Ottoman Empire (Muslims).
The name Nakhchivan has
two meanings: 1) the house
that Noah built and 2)
where the people descended, both references
to Noah and the flood
(Genesis 6-8).
Armenian Headstones
There are several ancient stone carvings
throughout the region of Mt.
Ararat which all have similar crosses on them. The
local Muslims say that
these are headstones of
graves and the crosses
were most likely placed
there by the Armenian
Christians. This part of Turkey used to be under Armenian rule for centuries
since 321 BC. Around 301
AD Christianity was proclaimed the state religion
for the Kingdom of Armenia, over 20 years before
the pagan Roman Empire
accepted Christianity.
The Armenian Christians in this region of Mt.
Ararat knew the history of
Noah and built several
monuments to commemorate the flood. Most of
these ancient stone carvings have 8 crosses representing the 8 people who
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This is what the map reading looks like of
the formation found underneath the ground
after the area was surveyed with sonar.

Points to Consider
When evaluating the
truthfulness of an event
such as the Flood in
Noah’s day, one would
need to have some kind of
tangible evidence to support the Biblical account.
These facts would either
help to prove or disprove
whether or not a Biblical
event really happened.
When you look at the totality of the evidence, it is
pretty clear that Noah’s Ark
was not just some fairy
tale. The following points
are significant details concerning this boat-like object
located south of Mt. Ararat.
The question is, “What do
we do with these facts that
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“Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: but the heavens and the earth, which
are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment” 2 Peter 3:6-7.

are staring us in the face.
Do we ignore them and
pretend they don’t exist?
Or, is this tangible evidence
that affirms this Bible event
to be historically and factually true?”
1. This geological formation is in the shape of a
boat, with a pointed bow and
rounded stern.
2. The exact length of
this boat-like formation fits
the Biblical description, 515
feet or 300 Egyptian cubits. (The Egyptian cubit
rather than the Hebrew cubit
would have been known to
Moses who grew up and
studied in Egypt, who then
wrote the book of Genesis.)
3. This boat-like geological formation rests on a
mountain in Eastern Turkey,
matching the Biblical account, "The ark rested...
upon the mountains of Ararat" Genesis 8:4 (Ararat being the name of the ancient
country, Urartu, which covered this region).
4. This location contains
petrified wood, as proven by
lab analysis.
5. Buried beneath this
boat-like formation are hightech metal fittings (rivets), as
proven by separate lab
analyses paid for by Ron
Wyatt, then performed later
by Kevin Fisher.
6. There are skeletal, riblike timber imprints on its
sides, consistent with the
skeletal superstructure of a
boat.
7. The ark rests upon
Cesnakidag (or Cudi Dagi)
Mountain, which is translated as "Doomsday" Mountain, south of Mt. Ararat’s
peak.
New Life Mission Life Savor

8. The boat-like shape is
located only 12 miles away
from ancient Christian Armenian burial sites and markers. The Armenian placed
eight crosses on these burial
headstones to commemorate Noah’s ark.
9. Huge anchor stones
were found near the ark and
in the village of Kazan, Turkey, 12 miles away. It is believed that anchor stones
were used on the ark to
steady its ride. These anchor stones also have
crosses on them commemorating Noah and his family.
10. The names of many
of the locations surrounding
the boat-shaped object are
all references to Noah and
the great flood.
11. This location was officially recognized by the
Turkish Government as
“Noah's Ark National Park, a
National Treasure.” A visitors' center was built by the
government to accommodate tourists, which further
confirms the importance of
the site.

Above: Ron Wyatt, left, with Governor Sevket
Ekinci, center, during the ground breaking ceremony for the construction of the visitor center at
Noah’s Ark National Park. Below: Included are
other dignitaries from the Turkish government.

Source Availability
For more information on
this topic, order the book
“The Boat-Shaped Object on
Doomsday Mountain.” This
is a 275 page book that contains over 200 pictures and
illustrations documenting
this story. Find it on Amazon.com, Ebay or go to ronwyat t. com and order
“Discovered: Noah’s Ark.”
There is more info at arkdiscovery.com, arksecret.com
and anchor st one. com .
There is also a documentary
on the subject here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=h7MNo5ASK5s
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A View of Mt. Ararat

By Dwayne Leon Rankin, adapted

In those days in a time of war
Throughout the earth the violence bore.
The hearts of man were dark indeed,
Corruption there had taken seed.

The windows of the heavens too,
Opened all – those waters flew.
Ne'er before had rain been found,
Falling there upon the ground.

In given time, there was to tell,
Upon dry land that ark did dwell.
In Ararat those mountains bare,
Those eight souls did depart with care.

It grieved the LORD in what He made,
It’s judgment time, all must be paid.
But grace was found for Noah there,
In God's eyes, his life to spare.

Noah before had preached for years,
Causing most their laughter's tears.
Most did not, those words to heed,
But continued with their wicked deed.

No more shall He curse this ground,
By a flood of waters therein found.
Even tho in man's dark human heart,
Evil lurked there from the start.

A firm command was given him,
For all the earth was looking grim.
Build an ark the LORD then said,
So all won’t die but live instead.

Until the day the waters came,
And so on them fell all their shame.
Judgment brought to them that day,
Eight souls were left alive to stay.

Seed time first, then harvest shown,
Cold and heat will both be known.
Day and night in seasons lain,
The earth as is shall now remain.

Noah did what he was told,
He built an ark mighty to hold.
To hide them from God’s judgment day,
And bring them through alive to stay.

Forty days and nights it poured,
The pleas and cries our God ignored.
Destruction brought by waters rush,
And finished by the deluge crush.

For a sign that all may see,
There God put a rainbow free.
Sitting high above the earth,
God's promise there did give it birth.

For seven days they entered all,
Before the waters made their call.
The fountains of the deep broke free,
From o’er the earth for all to see.

One hundred fifty days went by,
Those waters on the earth did lie.
Many times a bird went out,
In search of dry land all about.

So when you look up ever high,
Looking at the moistened sky.
And see a rainbow shining through,
Then you'll know God's Word is true.
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