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When God Begins to Withdraw His Spirit from the Earth

1 When God Begins to
Withdraw His Spirit

“My spirit shall not always strive with man” Genesis 6:3.
“Everything in the world is in agitation. The signs of the times are ominous.
Coming events cast their shadows before us. The Spirit of God is withdrawing
from the earth, and calamity follows calamity by sea and by land. There are tempests, earthquakes, fires, floods, murders of every grade (Desire of Ages, 636).
The “once-in-a-lifetime” and “never-before-seen” disasters are piling on top of
each other - one after the other. The loudest voices being heard today say that
nothing significant is happening.
They tell us not to worry about the
non-stop horrific events taking
place. The proud, boastful pleasure
-seekers say, “All things continue
as they were from the beginning” 2
Peter 3:4. Godless men void of
knowledge say, “Tomorrow shall be
as this day, and much more abundant” Isaiah 56:12. By these words
scorners and rejecters of truth are
putting people fast asleep with a
false sense of carnal security.
Many refuse to see the signs of
the end-times which Jesus spoke
of coming to pass before our very
eyes. There are those who laugh at
any notion that prophecy is being
fulfilled in relation to (1) the 2018
fire season, (2) 2018 hurricane
season, (3) 2017 and 2018 flooding, (4) liberal and moral collapse
Massive smoke plumes, powered by strong
of churches, (5) political divide and
winds, rise above Malibu, California.
polarization in America, (6) 2015
Obergefell v. Hodges[1] and 2017 Pavan v. Smith[2] US Supreme Court decisions
that codified immorality in our nation, (7) mass shootings in CA, PA, FL and other
places, (8) increasing tensions and problems facing nations around the world, all
of historic proportions! How can anyone imagine that nothing significant is happening?
“At the very time when the world is asking in scorn, ‘Where is the promise of
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“Seeing then that all
these things shall be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought ye to be
in all holy conversation
and godliness.
Looking for and hasting unto the coming of
the day of God, wherein
the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and
the elements shall melt
with fervent heat?
Nevertheless we, according to his promise,
look for new heavens and
a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness”
2 Peter 3:113:11-13.
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"The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;

repent and believe in the gospel" Mark 1:15.
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“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His coming?” 2 Peter 3:3, 4.
His coming?’ the
signs are fulfilling.
While
they
cry,
‘Peace and safety,’
sudden destruction is
coming” (Desire of
Ages, 635).
Many voices are
saying the fires in
California, the worst
in U.S. History, is due
only to dry “grass”
and “pine needles”[3]
while others say,
“climate change”[4]
and still others, that
they were started by
space lasers.[5]
But the Word of
God reveals these
recent events mean
much more. God’s
Word shows that
prophecy is in fact
being fulfilled. We are
told these are the
“last
days”
when
earth's harvest is ripening for something
bigger and much
more solemn. We
have been warned
that while the sweet,
restraining Spirit of
God is gradually being
removed from our
world, calamities and
disasters will become
more frequent and intense:
“The Spirit of God
is gradually but surely
being withdrawn from
the earth. Plagues and
judgments are already
falling upon the despisers of the grace of
God. Calamities by
land and sea, the unsettled state of society, the alarms of war,
are portentous. They
forecast approaching
events of the greatest
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People rush a shooting victim to safety from
Borderline Bar in Thousand Oaks, California.

The blazing inferno in Malibu, California.

magnitude”
(Testimonies, 9:11).
Many will try to
write-off the idea that
the prevailing wickedness and the widespread immoral behavior is the cause for
all the disasters that
are in the land. They
will blame anything
and everything except
their own sins.
Let us not forget as people reject God’s
Word and continually
offend His Holy Spirit,
they will be left without protection from
the evil one. God says
that He will remove
His hedge from our
society and terrible
disasters will result.
Here are a few examples:
•“What could have
been done more to
my vineyard (people),
that I have not done in
it? wherefore, when I
looked that it should
bring forth grapes,
brought it forth wild
grapes?” Isaiah 4:4.
•“And now go to; I
will tell you what I will
do to my vineyard
(people): I will take
away
the
hedge
thereof, and it shall be
eaten up; and break
down the wall thereof,
and it shall be trodden
down” Isaiah 4:5.
•“And I will lay it
waste: it shall not be
pruned, nor digged;
but there shall come
up briers and thorns: I
will also command the
clouds that they rain
no rain upon it” Isaiah
4:6.
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“And now I have told you before it come to pass, that
when it is come to pass, ye might believe” Matthew 24:37.
Negative Rain
California’s
seven-year drought
is so bad it was
coined by meteorologists: “negative
rain.”[6] This together with the hot,
dry Santa Ana
winds is fueling
these deadly infernos. But if you believe in the God of
the Bible, you will
also know that
droughts are part
of the curse that
befalls the disobedient; while obedience to God’s
commandments
result in rain, prosperity and safety.
“If I shut up
heaven that there
be no rain, or if I
command the locusts to devour the
land, or if I send
pestilence among
my people; if my
people, which are
called by my name,
shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek my face,
and turn from their
wicked ways; then
will I hear from
heaven, and will
forgive their sin,
and will heal their
land” 2 Chronicles
7:13, 14.
So the Biblical
solution to these
curses is prayer,
repentance and a
turning away from
evil. If we want
God to heal our
land and send rain
in due season,
there has to be na-

Historic flooding, in the aftermath of Hurricane Florence,
as seen in and around Wilmington, North Carolina.

Hurricane Michael made landfall on the
Florida Panhandle with 155 mph winds.

Historic 2018 hurricane season—At one point during the
summer of 2018 there were a total of 9 deadly storms
creating havoc around the world all at the same time.[7]
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tional repentance
followed by national obedience to
God’s Word; His
law. Only then can
we dwell in our
land with safety:
“If ye walk in my
statutes, and keep
my
com m a ndments, and do
them; then I will
give you rain in due
season, and the
land shall yield her
increase, and the
trees of the field
shall yield their
fruit…and ye shall
eat your bread to
the full, and dwell
in your land safely”
Leviticus 26:3-5.
Here God promises that if we are
obedient, not only
will we have rain
and bread but we
will dwell in our
land safely. What
does this mean? It
means
that
all
these horrific earthquakes,
volcanic
eruptions, historic
hurricanes, devastating floods, mass
shoot ing s
and
deadly infernos are
evidence of how far
mankind has drifted
from God’s law. If
we open our Bibles
and read we will
see His warnings:
“And also I have
withholden the rain
from you, when
there were yet
three months to the
harvest:
and
I
caused it to rain
upon one city, and
caused it not to rain
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“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come” Matthew 24:38.
be destroyed without a moment's notice when the
upon another city: one piece was rained upon, and
Lord sees that the owners have passed the boundathe piece whereupon it rained not withered” Amos
ries of forgiveness. The destruction by fire of the
4:7.
stately buildings, supposed to be fireproof, is an ilIs this not a clear explanation as to what is haplustration of how in a short time earth's architecture
pening to our world’s climate? In California, our
will lie in ruins” (This Day With God, 152).
nation is experiencing record droughts. In North
These flaming infernos, similar to the fires of
and South Carolina we had record-breaking
Sodom, will be seen
floods.
It’s
not
BEFORE the great
“climate change.”
and final day of deIt’s a divine curse
struction when Jesus
that is upon the
returns.
land, meant to turn
“I have seen the
us away from dismost costly structures
obedience. But inin buildings erected
stead of turning to
and supposed to be
righteousness peofireproof, and just as
ple are choosing to
Sodom perished in
continue in their
the flames of God's
immoral behavior.
vengeance so will
Fraud, lying, mass
these proud struckillings and blaming
tures
become
others; all these
ashes...The flattering
forms of godlessmonuments of men's
ness continue.
greatness will be
“Men are still
crumbled in the dust
eating and drinkMillion dollar mansions on fire in Malibu, California.
even before the last
ing, planting and
great
destruction
building, marrying
comes
upon
the
and giving in marworld”
(Last
Day
riage.
Merchants
Events, 111).
are still buying and
In Isaiah 1:4-7 the
selling. Men are
Lord lays out an injostling one against
dictment against the
another, contendinhabitants of the land
ing for the highest
because the people
place. Pleasure lovare in a condition of
ers are crowding
continual backsliding.
into theaters, horse
•A sinful nation, a
races and gambling
people laden with inhalls. The highest
iquity, a seed of evilexcitement
predoers, children that
vails, yet probaare corrupters: they
tion's hour is fast
have
forsaken
the
LORD,
they
have provoked the
closing, and every case is about to be eternally
Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away
decided” (Desire of Ages, 636).
backward” Isaiah 1:4.
Our world has become “as it was in the days of
•"The whole head is sick, and the whole heart
Noah” and Lot, and we have been told that defaint" Isaiah 1:5.
structive fires similar to the ones in Sodom will be
•"From the sole of the foot even unto the head
seen again:
there is no soundness in it" Isaiah 1:6.
“God is withdrawing His Spirit from the wicked
•"Your country is desolate, your cities are burned
cities which have become as the cities of the antewith fire" Isaiah 1:7.
diluvian world and as Sodom and Gomorrah.
This is a clear warning that explains the terrible
Costly mansions, marvels of architectural skill will
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“And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one
another, and shall hate one another” Matthew 24:10.
consequences of our grave national sins.
"Iniquitous practices had become so prevalent
among all classes that the few who remained true
to God were often
tempted to lose heart
and to give way to discouragement and despair. It seemed as if
God’s purpose for Israel was about to fail;
that the rebellious nation was to suffer a fate
similar to that of
Sodom and Gomorrah" (Prophets and
Kings, 306).
Our Lawless Age
Is our land being
blessed by God? We
pray for healing, we
pray whenever there’s
a terrible mass shooting and we pray when
horrific fires destroy
lives and property. But
are we missing something? We have already stated why our
world is being plagued
with so much trouble.
Here is more:
“Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil
upon this people, even
the fruit of their
thoughts, because they
have not hearkened
unto my words, nor to
my law, but rejected it”
Jeremiah 6:19.
“Because iniquity
shall abound, the love
of many shall wax cold”
Matthew 24:12.
An age of iniquity,
sin and lawlessness is
the problem dividing
America. This godless
spirit of antagonism against law includes a hatred
against both civil and Divine law.
“Anarchy is seeking to sweep away all law, not
only divine, but human. The centralizing of wealth
and power; the vast combinations for the enriching
New Life Mission Life Lines

of the few at the expense of many; the combinations
of the poorer classes for the defense of their interests and claims...the world-wide dissemination of
the same teachings that
led to the French Revolution—all are tending
to involve the whole
world in a struggle similar to that which convulsed France” (Maranatha, 146).
We have never been
closer to another “civil
war” in this country than
we are right now. The
conflict is over fundamentally different ideologies. It started with
massive protests, but
we are hearing calls
and threats of violence
against our president
like never before. We
are seeing fights, lootings, fires and killings
nationwide. The Bible
reminds us that the loss
of civility comes as a
result of rejecting God's
moral law:
“Because they have
forsaken my law which I
set before them, and
have not obeyed my
voice, neither walked
therein; but have walked
after the imagination of
their own heart…I will
feed them, even this
people with wormwood
and give them water of
gall to drink” Jeremiah
9:13-15.
Lawless conduct is
usually only attributed to
the unbelieving who
have no fear of the
Lord. But there are also
many ministers and
churches - who in their efforts to disregard the seventh-day Sabbath commandment - have been
preaching for decades that the moral law was nailed
to the cross and does not need to be regarded.
These pastors who deny God's 10 Commandment
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“And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire,
and vapor of smoke...before that great and notable day of the Lord come” Acts 2:19, 20.
Law must share some of the blame for today’s
wickedness because they have been sowing seeds
of disobedience for generations and now are reaping the bitter harvest. When people disregard God’s
law, inevitably they will disregard human law.
"When the standard of righteousness is set
aside, the way is open for the prince of evil to establish his power in the earth. Wherever the divine
precepts are rejected, sin ceases
to appear sinful or
Coming
Almost
righteousness
desirable…Those
who teach the
people to regard
lightly the commandments
of
God sow disobedience to reap
disobedience. Let
the restraint imposed by divine
law be wholly cast
aside, and human
laws will soon be
disr eg ar ded…If
the law were not binding, why should any fear to
transgress? Property would no longer be safe. Men
would obtain their neighbor's possessions by violence; and the strongest would become richest…
The civilized world would become a horde of robbers and assassins; and peace, rest and happiness
would be banished from the earth" (The Great Controversy, 584-585). And so it is happening just as
described!
Global Warming or a Last Day Warning?
The 7.5 magnitude earthquake and the subsequent tsunami that engulfed the coastal city of Palu,
Indonesia has rescuers rushing to save people who
are trapped and cut off from the rest of the world.
The death toll from this massive disaster has
jumped to 1,203 and is expected to rise as survivors have no access to food, water or electricity.[8]
This is certainly a tragedy of massive proportions. Any loss of life is terrible and sobering. These
people only had seconds to escape the tsunami
that came and engulfed them. Even with all the
modern technology and science, man is incapable
of protecting himself.
Leading men are telling us the increase in natural disasters seen today is caused by climate
change.[9] Some would like to convince us this is
all about man and not about God - but the Bible has
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another answer as to why we are seeing these catastrophes. Jesus was asked about the signs that
would be seen in this world just prior to His Second
Coming. Three of these signs are earthquakes and
waves coupled with massive loss of life.
•"And there shall be signs...the sea and the waves
roaring" Luke 21:25.
•"Earthquakes in divers places" Matthew 24:7.
•"Except those
days should be
shortened, there
Here
Too Late!
should no flesh be
saved"
Matthew
24:22.
However, men
today say that
nothing
consequential is happening. Jesus is
not coming. These
natural disasters
are something that
we can fix. Many
believe that by implementing certain
environmental
policies the world can be saved. In contrast, the
Holy Scriptures say these events are part of the major signs of Christ's soon return.
The Beginning of Sorrows
After Jesus describes the major signs, He then
tells us: “All these are the beginning of sorrows”
Matthew 24:8.
To those suffering in Indonesia it seems to them
like the end of the world. Sadly, this is just the beginning of the end. Before Christ returns to usher in
a new world - a world without earthquakes, suffering, tsunamis or loss of life - our world is going to
get a lot worse before everything gets better.
The cause for our deteriorating world has nothing
to do with global warming or climate change. The
coming crisis has to do with the fact that our world
has rejected Christ. Because men and women have
forsaken God and His commandments, the troubles
will intensify - to such a point that no one will survive
if Jesus doesn't return to intervene.
When Money Becomes Worthless
"The very means that is now so sparingly invested in the cause of God, and selfishly retained,
will in a little while be cast with all idols to the moles
and to the bats. Money will soon depreciate in value
suddenly when the reality of eternal scenes opens
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“Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked
shall understand; but the wise shall understand” Daniel 12:10.

of their stewardship, what use they have made of
to the senses of man” (Evangelism, 62).
their Lord’s money" (Testimonies, 1:169).
The financial crisis taking place in Venezuela
should be a warning to God's people. The Bolivar
Even at the Door
dollar (Venezuelan currency) no longer has any real
value. Money is being cast into the streets and into
Now, a few SDA ministers are trying to jar God’s
garbage cans as Venezuela has been dealing with
people awake and others are attempting to lull us
crushing hyperinflation that
back to sleep. What shall we
has made millionaires poor
do with all the conflicting
Worthless cash in the streets of Venezuela.
almost overnight.
voices? Shall we go to our
Groceries, medicine,
knees in fasting and prayer
baby food, toilet paper and
to study Scripture? Will we
other bare essentials can't
be like the Bereans who
even be found. If you are
searched for themselves?
lucky enough to find these
Maybe there are some
items, they have become
things we have misunderunaffordable costing tens of
stood like the antediluvians
millions of Bolivar dollars.
who thought a flood was im[10]
possible; like the Pharisees
Nobody knows how long
in Jesus day who did not
Venezuela's economic criknow the Messiah; like the
Venezuelan dollars in garbage cans.
sis will continue. One thing
pioneers who thought the
is certain; this political, socleansing was that of the
cialist experiment is a disearth.
aster. Socialism is a failed
What does this mean?
system. Yet there are
“When the books of Daniel
some in America who want
and Revelation are better
to bring this failed system to
understood, believers will
have an entirely different
our nation like Millennials
religious experience” Teswho have been indoctrinated rather than educated
timonies to Ministers, 114.
in our school system. They
We haven’t seen this yet.
are looking to radical, deOur belief: we still have a lot
mocratic socialists[11] to
to learn in a very short time!
take control and make it work in America.
[1] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obergefell_v._Hodges
The economic disaster in Venezuela will soon
[2] http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entryspread throughout the world. We should be investdetail.aspx?entryID=12615
[3] https://slate.com/technology/2018/11/california-woolseying our time and money into evangelism before
camp-fire-trump-forest-management.html
hyperinflation causes our dollars to become worth[4] https://www.breitbart.com/environment/2018/11/12/jerryless. Let us not get stuck having tens of thousands
brown-blames-climate-change-for-california-wildfires-noof worthless dollars that will soon be cast into the
evidence/
[5] https://www.weeklystandard.com/holmes-lybrand/fact-checkstreets. Let us put the means that God has enwas-the-recent-california-fire-started-by-the-u-s-governmenttrusted us with into the work of saving souls before
using-space-lasers
it is too late. Honestly, there is very little time left.
[6] https://www.thedailybeast.com/california-fires-fueled-by“If opportunities are presented to the brethren to
negative-rain
use their property to the glory of God and the ad[7] https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6159989/Satelliteimage-shows-nine-potentially-deadly-storms-currently-circlevancement of His cause, and they withhold it, it will
globe.html
be a cause of stumbling to them. In the day of trou[8] https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-45716915
ble that which was their hoarded treasure will be an
[9] https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/scientists-canoffense unto them. Then all opportunities will be
now-blame-individual-natural-disasters-on-climate-change/
[10] https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/
past for using their substance to the glory of God,
venezuela-hyperinflation-economy-nicolas-maduro-sovereignand in anguish of spirit they will cast it from them to
bolivar-money-socialism-a8499241.html
the moles and to the bats. Their gold and their sil[11] http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/commentary/
ver cannot save them in that day. It falls upon them
ct-perspec-wilhelm-millennials-support-socialism-berniewith crushing weight that an account must be given
sanders-0709-story.html
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M.N. Duffie, 1886

Is our fortress strongly guarded? Will it stand the coming shock?
Is it chained, my brother, sister, to the firm, enduring Rock,
To the wond'rous Rock of Ages? Shall we breast its mighty wrath?
Shall we rise unhurt, rejoicing, from its blighting, awful path?
Read the signals of Jehovah! See, the "angry nations" form!
Flee for life, my brother, sister — Hark! the rumble of the storm!
Have we built a sure foundation? Can we to His promise cling?
Shall we rest in faith, believing, 'neath the shadow of His wing?
When the angels loose the whirlwinds, shall we then securely stand?
When the earthquakes, brother, sister, rock the earth on every hand?
In that day when, at His bidding, yonder skies away shall flee,
And the ills are sent, destroying, shall His Word our refuge be?
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