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Satan’s War Against God’s Word

By Doug Batchelor

You might not be old enough to remember, but | can
still vividly recall my teacher leading the whole class-
room in prayer when | attended public school in Califor-
nia as a boy.

“Almighty God, we acknowledge our dependence
upon Thee, and we beg Thy blessings upon us, our -
parents, our teachers and our country. Amen.” This &
prayer was then followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to
our United States flag. It took about 30 seconds of our
day for these preliminaries.

| also remember seeing a poster of the Ten Com-
mandments on the wall in our classroom. There was
always something splendid about those words on their
golden backdrop.

This all must have made a deep impression on my
heart, because even through the rebellion of my god- A Ten Commandment
less teenage years, in the back of my mind, | could Monument on Oklahoma

. State Capitol Grounds has
never shake the awareness that God had established ;e under serious contro-
moral absolutes of right and wrong. versy.

But my—how things have changed!

Please don’t misunderstand ... I'm not advocating for religious laws. But at the
same time, | don't think it was ever the intention of our country’s founders to ex-
punge every Judeo-Christian principle from our national conscience. Many of
them knew that for a nation to remain truly free, the citizens would have to be
morally grounded.

A Monument to Satan?

After Oklahoma installed a monument of the Ten Commandments at the state
capitol a group of Satanists applied for a permit to install their own monument—to
the devil no less—at the same location. They have even provided an artist draw-
ing of a hideous seven-foot, goat-headed creature flanked by two children.
Spokesman, Lucien Greaves says that the statue would be an “homage” to Satan
and a symbol of religious freedom.

Of course, | understand that people have the right to freedom of speech and
religion; yet, this illustrates just how far our society has fallen for the politically cor-
rect lies of the devil!

School shootings, same-sex marriage, rampant identity theft—it seems as
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though we are drifting ever closer to that point of no
return. Jesus said that before His 2nd coming, the
world would spiral down morally till it resembled the
same depraved condi-
tions seen in the days
of Noah and Sodom.

“Then the Lord saw
that the wickedness of
man was great in the
earth, and that every
intent of the thoughts of
* his heart was only evil
_continually. And the
. Lord was sorry that He
had made man on the
earth, and He was
grieved in His
heart” (Genesis 6:5,6).

Christian researcher,
George Barna, has
shown conclusively that
the church’s standards
of morality today are no
different in many re-
spects to those of the secular world. That should
worry you! It worries me.

| believe we're in this sad place partly because
most Christians don’t study the Word of God—and
they have dangerously laid aside His holy Ten
Commandments!

An Oklahoma City man says
Satan told him to crash his
car into the monument. He
was later taken in for a mental
evaluation. The monument
has been replaced.

The Indispensable Law

“Great peace have they which love thy law: and
nothing shall offend them” (Psalm 119:165).

It's clear that most people inside the church
really don't understand how vital the command-
ments are in the process of salvation. The apostle
Paul writes, “I had not known sin, but by the
law” (Romans 7:7). He also adds, “The law is holy...
and just, and good” (v. 12).

Did you know this is also a description of the
character of God Himself? So do you see how im-
portant the law of God is to Him, to you and to me?

Yes, we must teach salvation and the love of
Jesus—that is our calling. But if the command-
ments, which are our holy standard of right and
wrong were to be laid aside, then wouldn’t Jesus’
sacrifice be irrelevant? Because there would be no
sin! “For where no law is, there is no transgres-
sion” (Romans 4:15).

Is it any wonder that Satan has declared war on
God’s commandments in the most powerful nation
on earth? Is it surprising that he wants to replace
them with his own monument that declares we can

be good without God’s law?

In prophesying about Jesus’ ministry, the psalm-
ist wrote, “I delight to do Thy will, O my God: yea,
Thy law is within my heart” (Psalm 40:8). Paul
teaches that the life and death of Christ was so “the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans
8:4). In other words, the law is there to show us
our need for Christ; it defines what sin is.

A Picture of Jesus’ Love

Because of Satan’'s deceptions and tricks, so
many confused souls have been convinced that the
Ten Commandments are merely a system of arbi-
trary rules and regulations meant to restrict their
happiness.

They don't see that the commandments are actu-
ally a picture of Jesus—the Righteous One—who
fulfilled the law’s requirements and provided an op-
portunity for you and me to obtain righteousness in
Him. His perfect life shows us how to give rever-
ence, glory and worship :
to God. It also shows us
how to have better rela- §
tionships with friends,
family and neighbors.

This is exactly what
Paul meant when he
wrote, “The fruit of the g
Spirit is love” (Galatians =
5:22). And this is what/
God wants Christians to
present to a lost world
that needs to see the ’fi
truth!

In fact, a viewer of i £ S '
Amazing Facts TV, Opeti, shared how a broadcast
about the commandments made an eternal differ-
ence for him. He said that Amazing Facts “changed
the way | keep the commandments; the love of Je-
sus is now at the center. It makes all the difference
in my obedience to God.” That's what its all about!

If Opeti can be reached with this life-saving truth
through one simple broadcast, imagine how many
more lives can be touched if we continue to share
the beauty of God'’s holy law!

Kevin has a similar testimony: “I was not happy
to be told not to worry about the Ten Command-
ments; it made no sense to me that God would write
them Himself on stone only to scrap them later.”

The Bible says in Malachi, “I am the Lord, |
change not” (3:6). Let us take a stand on bringing
God’s law to the forefront and help many find safety
in the sanctuary of truth.
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The Lost Piece aff Silvex

We will explore a deeper meaning to the paraidl
the Lost Piece of Silver by searching the Scripgfioe
interpretations of the symbols used in the story.

the water under the earthThou shalt not

thyself to them, nor them: f
| the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting thigji
uity of the fathers upon the children unto thedtdnd
fourth generation of them that hate rae§nd shewing
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep

The Bible Says:

“g What having pieces of N
, If she lose piece, doth ght A commandments (£x 20:4-6 A7)
, and the , and seell “Thou shalt not the of the

diligently till she find it?e And when she hath found it, LORD thy God in ; for the LORD will not kol
she calleth her friends and her neighbours togedasr him guiltless that taketh name in " (Ex.
ing, Rejoice with me; for | have found the pieceichhl 20:7 AV)

had lost.10 Likewise, | say IV “s Remember the

unto you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of
God over one sinner that re-

day, to
keep it holys Six days shalt
thou labour, and do all thy

penteth’(Lu 15:8-10 Av). work: 10 But the

is the

The Woman of the LORD thy God: in it
; . thou shalt not do any work,
| have likened the daugh- thou, nor thy son ngr thy
ter of to a comely ’ ’

: " daughter, thy manservant, nor
and delicate (Jer :
6:2 AV). thy maidservant, nor thy cat-

that trust in tle, nor thy stranger that is

the shall be as within thy gatesi1 For in six

mount . which cannot be removed, but abidet days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea]land a

for ever”(ps 125:1 Av). that in them is, and rested the :
“And the dragon was wroth with the wherefore the LORD blessed the day,

and went to make war with the remnant of her seed,and hallowed it.(ex20811Av)
which the V “Honour thy and thy

of . andhave the Ofhat thy days may be long upon the land which B&D
thy God giveth thee (Ex 20:12 av)

(R€'12:17 AV).
Throughout Scripture we find many instancesmsha
woman is used to illustrate the group of people whst
in the Lord, and specifically the church who ke¢ps
commandments of God and has the testimony of Jesus.

VI “Thou shalt not (EX 20:13 AV)
VIl “Thou shalt not

(Ex 20:14 AV)

The Silver VIII  “Thou shalt not (EX 2015 AV)

“The of thy mouth is better unto rant X1l “Thou shalt not
thousands of and (Ps 119:72 AV) against thy neighbogk %0:16 Av)

What are the ten pieces of silver in the law? X “Thou shalt not thy neighbour’s
| “12 And God spake all these words, sayind,am the » thou shalt not thy neighisour
LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of thedla , nor his _ , nor his
of Egypt, out of the house of bondagerhou shalt have , nor his » hor his

other before (Ex30:13 AV) , hor thayis th

neighbour’s. (Ex 20:17 Av)
Il “4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any

, or any likeness of any thing that i
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneathabig in

This story of the lost piece of silver (or the lostoin)
is a prophecy telling us that God's people would ke
one of the ten commandments
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The Candle

The woman lights a candle in search of the pesce
of silver. What kind of light source would God'sopée
need in order to find one of the ten commandments?

“Thy is a unto my
and a unto my (Ps.F19:105 Av)
“To the and to the if
they speak not according to this , it sabse
there is no in themmsa 8:20 Av)

“We have also a more sure

; whereunto ye do well that ye take «

mandments became lost to the majority of the Qhanst
world. After this time when moveable-type printingis
invented and the Scriptures became available toyeve
household, more people began studying in earnget (
alsoThe Great Controversy65-288.)

The Sweeping

The woman not only lights a candle but hasweep

in order to find the lost piece of silver. What dimf

weeping would God's people need to do in ordéntb
%%he commandment which was lost?

also will | lay to the ,

heed, as unto a '| rghat 'n§nd to the
h , until the n » an > and the shall
the arise In your heatse’:19 Av) away the of , and the

The Word of God is represented multiple tinies
Scripture as a lamp or light. But notice in thiggide,

that the commandment was lost during a time of -dark

ness when theandle was not lit. We find a parallel
prophecy in Revelation 11 that pinpoints this tiwfe
darkness:

[0

shall overflow the

place.”(isa 28:17 Av)

The House

The woman in the parable swept the housentbthie
lost piece of silver. What house would God's peblee

2 The holy city shall they tread under foot to sweep in order to find the commandment which was

and 3 And | will lost?
give power unto my »and  “(For if a know not how to rule bign
they shall a , how shall he take care of the
and of ?)aTi3s AV)

, clothed in sackcloth.These are the

of the earth. ..11 And after
an the Spirit of life from God enteretbi
them, and they stood upon their feet; and greatfidh

, and the __ oughtest to
standing before the God

and

“But if | tarry long, that thou mayest knowvadhou
thyself in the of
of thedjvi
of

, which is the
, the

and

the (27i 3:15 AV)

The people of God had lost the commandmefhit rig

upon them which saw thenz And they heard a great ithin the walls of the church itself under the arwla-
voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hithertion of lies and a cover of darkness.

And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and thei

enemies beheld themge 11:2-4, 11-12 Av)

Here we see the Old and New Testaments dfite
Scriptures represented as two witnesses, two tlaes,
and two candlesticks, that prophesy under covedor
months or 1,260 days. In prophetic time period<fine
that a month was equal to thirty days. (See Genesis
24; 8:3, 4.) Thus the two time periods given insesr
two and three above are the same length of tin#601,
days. In prophetic time, a single day is a symiopiad to
one literal year. (See Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4t6iy

time period of 1,260 years is mentioned seven times
Scripture in different ways. (See Daniel 7:25; 12:7

Revelation 11:2, 3; 12:6, 14; 13:5.) In every ciasefers
to the same period of time when the Scriptures lprop

sied under cover. During the dominion of the Papacy|gst.

from 538-1798 the light of truth from the Scriptsingas
nearly extinguished. During this time one of theneo

Conclusion

Christ gave in a simple parable of only thveeses a
prophecy of events spanning nearly two millenia.tbld
how a woman (the church), having ten pieces ofesilv
(representing the Ten Commandments), would lose one
(the 4th) during a
time of darkness
(the Dark Ages).

She would light a
candle, sweep the
house (search the
Scriptures), and
find the piece (the
Sabbath) that she
She would
her friends

The Lost Coin Continued on page 7

call

Page 4

November-December 2015



Fact or

Long before the U.S. Congress approved our Bill of
Rights in 1789 and several centuries before our Found-
ing Fathers signed the Declaration of Independence in
1776 it appears that a much more important document
had been forged here in America. What could be more
important than these two founding documents? Well, in
the mountains of New Mexico, just 35 miles south of Al-
buquerque is an ancient carving of God's Ten Com-
mandments that predates the landing of the Pilgrims in
America and the subsequent signing of the Mayflower
Compact of 1620, which is
another significant event in
the history of the United
States. In fact the American
(USA) version of God’'s Ten
Commandments predate
the coming of Christopher
Columbus in 1492 and even
the arrival of Leif Erikson,
the Nordic explorer who
visited the shores of North
America sometime around
the year 1,000 A.D.

This is certainly amazing
when you think about it. In a
quiet wilderness area out-
side of Los Lunas, New

Mexico is an 80-’ton_ piece A view of Hidden Mountain outside of Albuguerque, N
of mountain that's in the pexico where an ancient copy of the 10 Commandments
middle of Hidden Mountain. has peen found that dates back to around 500 B.C.

There is no museum, no
visitor's center, no gift shops and no tour buses. What
you will find is the ancient presence of the Hebrew God
of Abraham through carvings on a stone mountain. This
is the oldest known inscription of the Ten Command-
ments that we still have today in the world. It is also the
only place where we can still find the Ancient Hebrew
name of God on a stone altar dedicated to Him. It is the
first place in all of the Americas where the Biblical God is
referenced. It is America’'s very own Ten Command-
ments and it predates the founding of this great nation.
The locals have known about the strange writings
since the early 1800s and called the monument “Mystery
Stone” because no one knew the meaning or its origin.

Paleo-Hebrew Alphabet

Now called the “Phoenician Inscription Rock” it wasn’t
until 1949 that experts have discovered that the ancient
writings are actually the 10 Commandments written in
the distinct ancient Paleo-Hebrew alphabet. This is the
same writings that Moses used when he wrote the Bible.
This was the same language used by Abraham and by

Fiction?

Israel up until the time around the 5th Century B.C. After
the Babylonian Captivity the exiled Jews began learning
Aramaic, the official language of the Babylonians. The
Jews continued using Aramaic during the Medo-Persian,
Greek and Roman rule as their national language. In fact
the Paleo-Hebrew alphabet was never revived after the
Babylonian dispersion of Israel around 587 B.C. By the
time of Christ the nation had almost completely forgotten
the ancient Paleo-Hebrew language. It was the Jewish
scholars and Rabbis who used the ancient language and
then, only sparingly. That is
why in Matthew 27:46-49
the Jews could not under-
stand Jesus when He ad-
dressed His Father, while
hanging on the cross, in the
original Paleo-Hebrew lan-
guage:
“And about the ninth hour
Jesus cried with a loud
voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani ? that is to say,
My God, My God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me? Some of
them that stood there, when
they heard that, said,
This man calleth for
ew Elias. And straightway one
of them ran, and took a
spunge, and filled it with
vinegar, and put it on a reed,
and gave him to drink. The rest said, Let be, let us see
whether Elias will come to save him” (Matthew 27:46-49).
The Jews by this time were so accustomed to using
Aramaic that ancient Hebrew was almost completely for-
gotten. Sadly, just shortly after the destruction of Jerusa-
lem in 70 A.D. the Paleo-Hebrew alphabet fell completely
out of use. Today, the Jews in the state of Israel speak
Ivrit, which is a modern form of Hebrew that was created
during the end of the 19th Century by Jewish scholars. It
is very different from classical Hebrew.

Those Who Believe

So, what about the ancient carvings of the Ten Com-
mandments found in New Mexico? Is it real? Or is this
just a hoax? The experts are saying that this is not a
hoax. The fact that the inscription is in Paleo-Hebrew
leads many of today’s experts to fairly conclude the en-
graving was done sometime prior to 500 B.C. There have
been published studies by archeologists, scientists and
other professionals who are saying that the inscription is
authentic.

New Life Mission
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The following is just a short list of published works on
this subject by people who take their work very seriously:
1. Cline, Donald, "The Los Lunas Stone," Epigraphic
Society Occasional Publications 10 (1982).
2. Deal, David Allen, Discovery of Ancient America,
Kherem La Yah Press, Irvine CA, (1984).
3. Fell, Barry, "Ancient Punctuation and the Los Lu-
nas Text," Epigraphic Society,
Occasional Publicatons
(1985).
4. Gordon, Cyrus, “Dif-
fusion of Near East Culture in
Antiquity and in Byzantine
Times," Orient Publications
(1995).
5. Leonard, Phillip M. and
McGlone, William R., "An Epi-
graphic Hoax on Trial in New
Mexico," Epigraphic Society
Occasional Publications
(1988).
6. McGlone, William R.,
Leonard, Phillip M., Guthrie,

James L., Gillespie, Rollin W., Above: The 80-ton boulder that contains the writ-

wittall, James P., Jr., “Ancient ings of the Ten Commandments. Below: The larg-
est of only three Ten commandment stones found
throughout the world is located outside in Las Lu-

Research Society, Sutton MA, has, New Mexico. Experts say that this inscription
1993. was written about 500 B.C.

American Inscriptions: Plow
Marks or History,” Early Sites

7. Moorehouse, George E.,
"The Los Lunas Inscriptions: A
Geological Study," Epigraphic
Society Occasional Publica-
tions (1985).

8. Neuhoff, Juergen, "Los
Lunas Decalogue" website,
with translation of inscription
by Stan Fox, 1999.

9. Pummer, Reinhard, "How
to Tell a Samaritan Synagogue
from a Jewish Synagogue,”

Biblical Archaeology Review,
vol. 24 #3, May/June 1998, pp.
24-35.

10. Pummer, Reinhard, The
Samaritans, E.J. Brill, Leiden, 1987.

11. Procopius of Caesarea, The Secret History c. 550
A.D. Richard Atwater translation, edited by Tim Spalding.

12. Purvis, J.D., The Samaritan Pentateuch and the
Origin of the Samaritan Sect Harvard Semitic Mono-
graphs, vol. 2. Harvard University Press, 1968.

13. Skupin, Michael, "The Los Lunas Erata,"
Epigraphic Society Occasional Publications 18 (1989),
249-52.

14. Stonebreaker, Jay, "A Decipherment of the Los
Lunas Decalogue Inscription," Epigraphic Society Occa-
sional Publications (1982, part 1).

15. Tabor, James D., "An Ancient Hebrew Inscription
in New Mexico: Fact or Fraud?" United Israel Bulletin

Vol. 52, Summer 1997, pp. 1-3.

16. Underwood, L. Lyle, "The Los Lunas Inscription,"
Epigraphic Society Occasional Publications, #10 (1982,
part 1), 57-67.

The Translation

The skeptic may argue that this idea of a Hebrew
presence or of a “lost tribe of
Israel” in America is nothing
new. There are many groups
alleging that position.

But what we see in New
Mexico is a legitimate text that
experts have checked out and
said that the inscription was
written around 500 B.C. (http:/
wnd.com/2010/03/129385/).

The text is a summary of
the Ten Commandments and
is basically translated as fol-
lows:

“I am Jehovah your God
who has taken you out of the
of land of Egypt, from the
house of slaves.

1) There must be no other
gods before my face.

2) You must not make any
idol.

3) You must not take the
name of Jehovah in vain.

4) Remember the Sabbath
day and keep it holy.

5) Honor your father and
your mother so that your days
may be long in the land that
Jehovah your God has given
to you.

6) You must not murder.

7) You must not commit
adultery.

8) You must not steal.

9) You must not give a
false witness against your
neighbor.

10) You must not desire the wife of your neighbor nor
anything that is his.”

A Credible Fact

The fact that the Ten Commandments was here in
America long before we became a nation is a pretty sol-
emn thought. There are three points that make this story
all the more credible and believable.

1. Besides the scientific studies it is quite evident that
no one is profiting from this. There is no hoaxster trying to
commercialize and monetize this stone memorial. No one
has appeared in The National Geographic seeking per-
sonal fame for the discovery.

2. This could not possibly be someone trying to play a
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joke on some college professor or on someone else.
Why? Because the locals have known about this since
the year 1800. For many generations no one knew how
to read the inscription.

3. This is New Mexico, formerly Old Mexico. The
Mexicans spoke Spanish, the Americans spoke English,
the Indians in this region didn't even have an alphabet,
and early Christian missionaries weren't trying to share
the gospel in classical Paleo-Hebrew.

There is a little twist to this story. There are a couple
of ancient Greek letters mixed in with the text of the Ten
Commandment inscription. We know that the Greek al-
phabet was being used as early as the 8th Century B.C.
and came into prominence when Alexander the Great
began spreading Greek culture throughout the world af-
ter he became king of Greece, Babylon, Persia, Egypt,
and Asia in 331 B.C.

So whoever carved the inscription had to also be well
versed and educated in both ancient Hebrew and ancient
Greek. Regardless of when the work was done it is quite
a testament to the God of Heaven. The inscription lists
the Hebrew name of God several times which shows that
the author wanted to make sure that others knew that
there is a God in the heavens who has a law.

A Spiritual Lesson

The only downside to all of this is that the Ten Com-
mandments have actually fallen off the side of the moun-
tain. An 80-ton piece of rock that has the Ten Command-
ments inscribed on them has broken off and is actually

lying on its side. We know that originally it was intact and
in place, but now it seems to have fallen down. Is there a
spiritual lesson to this? Is there a message that maybe
God wants us to know? And so it is, many in this world
have broken the Ten Commandment Law of God!

God has given His children on earth a high calling:
“And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste
places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many gen-
erations; and thou shalt be called the repairer of the
breach, the restorer of paths to dwell in” (Isaiah 58:12).

Interlinear Translation of Ancient Paleo-Hebrew Text
as found on the stone in New Mexico.

The Lost Coin: Continued from page 4

and neighbours to rejoice with her over the piéed she
had found (the Sabbath Commandment) which she
obeyed because of love to Jesus her Saviour, Jothb.1

The people of God fled into the wildernes$88 to
escape persecution. During that time of darkneesy t
lost the 4th commandment. Soon after 1798 the bhurc
gained ready access to the Scriptures, swept akay t
refuge of lies and sought diligently until they weable
to find that lost commandment. Now the people “Whic
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimon
of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 12:17) are telling rgvee
about that commandment which was lost and now found

The bookThe Great Controversghapter 3, “An Era
of Spiritual Darkness” (pages 49-60) graphically- de
scribes this time period when the commandment becam
lost. Chapter 25, “God's Law Immutable” (pages 433-
450) tells the story of when the lost piece of esilwas
recovered. If you do not have a copy of this bgi&ase
contact us and we will be happy to send you one.

Many of God's people today who believe thatith
dwelling power of the Holy Spirit will enable every
Christian to keep the ten commandments do notzeesali
that they are still missing one piece of silveede help
us spread the word so that all of God's peopleeaice

with those who have found the Eiece that was lost.
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America the beautiful
Or so you used to be
Land of the Pilgrims’ pride;
I’'m glad they’ll never see.

Babies piled in dumpsters,
Abortion on demand,
Oh, sweet land of liberty
Your house is on the sand.

Our children wander aimlessly
Poisoned by cocaine
Choosing to indulge their lusts,
When God has said abstain.

From sea to shining sea,
Our Nation turns away
From the teaching of God’s love
And a need to always pray.

We've kept God in our temples,
How callous we have grown
When earth is but His footstool
And Heaven is His throne.

We've voted in a government
That'’s rotting at the core,
Appointing godless judges
Who throw reason out the door.
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Too soft to place a killer
In a well-deserved tomb,
But brave enough to kill a baby
Before he leaves the womb.

You think that God’s not angry,
That our land’s a moral slum?
How much longer will He wait
Before His judgment comes?

How are we to face our God,

From Whom we cannot hide?

What then is left for us to do,
But stem this evil tide?

If we who are His children,
Will humbly turn and pray;
Seek His holy face
And mend our evil way:

Then God will hear from Heaven
And forgive us of our sins;
He'll heal our sickly land
And those who live within.

But, America the Beautiful,
If you don’t—then you will see,
A sad but Holy God withdraw
His righteous hand from Thee.
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