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In This Issue The Omega Train of Heresies Is Here

1 The Omega Train of By Pastor Pat Milligan
Heresies is Here
2 The Alpha and the Omega | have had the privilege of serving as a minister of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church for thirty-five years. | love this Church! | am writing this article to share my
concerns for the startling dynamics
taking place in our church as a fulfill-
4 It's Not Hopeless ment of prophecy.
5 Now Is the Time to Take Dr. John Harvey Kellogg, in his
Our Stand book, The Living Temple, introduced
CRGEVIERGERGENCIWERIN What Ellen White called: “the alpha
of Apostasy of a train of heresies.” She said,
7 Women’s Place in the Gos- “The difficulties that have arisen
pel have been very hard to meet, and
8 A Doctrine of Distraction they are far from being settled yet.
8 Contact Us One, and another, and still another
is presented to me as having been
led to accept the pleasing fables that
mean the sanctification of sin. Living
inat ater my death ve il O Ra A
utterly corrupt yourselves . ' .
IR are similar to those that | met in my
VAR 1o S RN ENVEI ey i first labors in connection with the
N ENT LRV TRRE G YR cause in Maine, New Hampshire
CEEURRYCITERGERGEEREUCEIEN and Vermont; then in Boston, Rox-
CCVERRLELCIERERINGEEN hury, New Bedford and other parts
CUNUBRUCES SRR of Massachusetts. Through them the
e NICELCRIEEIS c\il one worked upon the minds of
anger through the work of i .
your hands” Deuteronomy men and women” (Manuscript Re-
31:29. leases, 11:247).
The first letter of the Greek alphabet is alpha. Thus the “alpha of a train of
this, that after my departing here_:sies” indicates that_ it is just the beginning. The last _Ietter of the Greek alpha-
shall grievous wolves enter bet is omega. Mrs. White warned about the final deception that would be brought
T R T e e i t0 God's people and would be even worse:
the flock. Also of your own “In the book, The Living Temple, there is presented the alpha of deadly here-
SEIWEESSEN BN ERIRETTEEE sies. The omega will follow and will be received by those who are not willing to

SEINEENEIECRUICEI heed the warning God has given” (Selected Messages, 1:200).
to draw away disciples af-
ter them” Acts 20:29, 30.

Ellen White said: “I tell
you now, that when |
am laid to rest, great
changes will take place. |

3 Identifying the Omega
4 Books of a New Order

Moses said: “For | know

Paul said: “For | know

do not know when | shall

be taken; and | desire to
warn all against the de-
vices of the devil” ( Manu-
script 1 , Feb. 24, 1915).
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“In the book, Living Temple, there is presented the alpha of deadly heresies. T

and will be received by those who are not willing t

he omega will follow
o heed the warning God has given” (SM 1:200).

Forty years ago, the Seventh-day Adventist
General Conference President, Elder Robert Pier-
son, wrote in Ministry Magazine, October 1977:

“During the first decade of the 20th century, the
Seventh-day Adventist Church experienced the Kel-
logg apostasy. It was described by Ellen White as

[is] to take place among Seventh-day Adventists,
and this reformation [will] consist in giving up the
doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith.

A system of intellectual philosophy [will] be intro-
duced.

* The new philosophy [will] rob the people of God of

‘the alpha of deadly here-
sies’ (Selected Messages, 1:200).
Assessing not only the damage
wrought by this subtle insurrection,
but also an even more devastating
one yet to come, the servant of the
Lord wrote: ‘Be not deceived; many
will depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits and doc-
trines of devils. We have now be-
fore us the alpha of this danger.
The omega will be of a most star-
tling nature’ (Ibid., 197).

Elder Pierson continues: “The
alpha with its deadly heresies is
perhaps somewhat of a prototype of
what we may expect will threaten
the unity of the church again in the
not too distant future. It would be
well for every Seventh-day Advent-
ist leader to prayerfully study the

their past experience, giving them
instead a false science.
* It [will] seek to weaken the preach-
ing of the Second Advent by teach-
ing that the scenes just before us
are not of significant importance to
be given special attention.
» Books of a new order [will] be writ-
ten.
* A new organization [will] be estab-
lished.
* Nothing [will] be allowed to stand
in the way of the new movement.
Time and space does not permit
us to deal with all of the above
points made in this article in detalil,
but we will examine some of them.
However, before we do this, let us
take a quick look at the alpha and
see what lessons we can learn from
how God, through Ellen White, dealt

subtle plans of the apostate ‘angel
of light' as he seeks to thwart the
triumph of the Advent movement.
Get out your Bibles and the Spirit of pa worse.
Prophecy (especially Selected Mes-
sages, 1:193-200). On your knees consider these
startling facts faithfully chronicled by the Lord’s ser-
vant. By following the warnings of the Spirit of
Prophecy the church was saved some seven dec-
ades ago [one hundred ten years by now]. Follow-
ing the same inspired counsel may well save the
church again before the work is finished.

“Note well what Ellen White warned could mark
the work of the omega [see SM 1:201-205]:
* The principles of truth that God in his wisdom has
given to the remnant church [will] be discarded.
* The truth will be criticized, scorned and derided.
* It will make of no effect the truth of heavenly ori-
gin.
* Our religion [will] be changed.
» The Sabbath [will] be lightly regarded, as also the
God who created it.
» The fundamental principles that have sustained
the work for the last fifty years [will] be accounted
as error.
* There [will] be supposition that a great reformation

The Alpha of Apostasy in the
early 20th century was called a
“deadly heresy.” The omega will

with that deadly heresy.

The Alpha and the Omega

The heresy of the alpha was very
subtle, yet it threatened to undermine
the very foundations of our faith. Notice the counsel
Ellen White was given, showing how to deal with
this error:

“Shortly before | sent out the testimonies regard-
ing the efforts of the enemy to undermine the foun-
dation of our faith through the dissemination of se-
ductive theories, | had read an incident about a ship
in a fog meeting an iceberg. For several nights |
slept but little. | seemed to be bowed down as a
cart beneath sheaves. One night a scene was
clearly presented before me. A vessel was upon the
waters in a heavy fog. Suddenly the lookout cried,
"Iceberg just ahead!" There, towering high above
the ship was a gigantic iceberg. An authoritative
voice cried out, "Meet it!" There was not a mo-
ment's hesitation. It was a time for instant action.
The engineer put on full steam, and the man at the
wheel steered the ship straight into the iceberg.
With a crash she struck the ice. There was a fearful
shock, and the iceberg broke into many pieces,
falling with a noise like thunder to the deck. The
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“A vessel was upon the waters, in a heavy fog. Sudd

towering high above the ship, was a gigantic iceber

g. An authoritative voice cried out, ‘Meet it!" (S

enly the lookout cried, ‘Iceberg just ahead! There
M 1:205).

passengers were violently shaken by the force of
the collision, but no lives were lost. The vessel was
injured, but not beyond repair. She rebounded from
the contact, trembling from stem to stern like a liv-
ing creature. Then she moved forward on her way.

“Well I knew the meaning of this representation.
| had my orders. | had heard the words like a voice
from our Captain, ‘Meet it!" | knew what my duty
was, and there was not a moment to lose. The time
for decided action had come. | must without delay
obey the command, ‘Meet it!"” (Selected Messages,
1:205, 206).

The iceberg symbolized the destructive power of

the pantheistic theories of the alpha. Our prophet
saw in vision the great danger
these theories presented to
the pillars of the remnant
church. Because of their sub-
tlety, many of the church lead-
ers and ministers did not rec-
ognize the danger of the theo-
ries presented by Kellogg in
his book, The Living Temple.
And others didn't see the dan-
ger or where these theories
would lead. God told Sister
White to meet the dangers
head on, and she did.

Now, another iceberg has
appeared, but this time there
IS no living prophet to warn us
and to cry out that it is time to meet it. However, we
still have the living messages of our prophet to
guide us.

Identifying the Omega

“Be not deceived; many will depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines
of devils. We have now before us the alpha of this
danger. The omega will be of a most startling na-
ture” (Selected Messages, 1:197).

In the teachings of the alpha, the prophet of the
Lord saw the seeds of what would develop into the
omega of heresy in the last days. She warns us
what will happen just before Christ’s return:

“After the truth has been proclaimed as a wit-
ness to all nations, every conceivable power of evil
will be set in operation, and minds will be confused
by many voices crying, ‘Lo here is Christ; lo, He is
there. This is the truth, | have the message from
God, He has sent me with great light.” Then there
will be a removing of the landmarks, and an attempt
to tear down the pillars of our faith” (Bible Commen-

tary, 7:985).

What are the pillars [numbered throughout the
following paragraph] referred to in this statement?
The prophet of the Lord describes them:

“The passing of the time in 1844 was a period of
great events, opening to our astonished eyes 1) the
cleansing of the sanctuary transpiring in heaven,
and having decided relation to God's people upon
the earth, also 2) the first and second angels’ mes-
sages and the third, unfurling the banner on which
was inscribed, ‘The commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus’ Revelation 14:12. One of the land-
marks under this message was the temple of God,
seen by His truth-loving people in heaven, and the

ark containing 3) the law of
God. The light of 4) the Sab-
bath of the fourth command-
ment flashed its strong rays in
the pathway of the transgres-
sors of God’s law. 5) The non-
immortality of the wicked is an
old landmark. | can call to
mind nothing more that can
come under the head of the
old landmarks” (Counsels to
Writers and Editors, 30-31).
[The other two landmarks are
included in the 3 Angels’ Mes-
sages: 6) the Second Coming
and 7) the Spirit of Prophecy.]
Satan hates the Spirit of
Prophecy. In order to destroy confidence in the
landmarks of Adventism, he must first destroy confi-
dence in the Testimonies. | believe that the omega
will make of none effect the teachings of the Spirit of
Prophecy. The omega comes right at the end of
time, and Ellen White clearly states that the last de-
ception will be to discredit the Spirit of Proph-
esy:

“Satan is ... constantly pressing in the spurious —
to lead away from the truth. The very last deception
of Satan will be to make of none effect the testimony
of the Spirit of God. ‘Where there is no vision, the
people perish’ Proverbs 29:18. Satan will work in-
geniously, in different ways and through different
agencies, to unsettle the confidence of God’'s rem-
nant people in the true testimony. There will be a
hatred kindled against the testimonies which is sa-
tanic. The workings of Satan will be to unsettle the
faith of the churches in them for this reason: Satan
cannot have so clear a track to bring in his decep-
tions and bind up souls in his delusions if the warn-
ings and reproofs and counsels of the Spirit of God
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“It was needful for me to write unto you, and exhor

contend for the faith which was once delivered unto

t you that ye should earnestly
the saints” Jude 1:3.

are heeded” (Selected Messages, 1:48).

It doesn't take someone with deep insight to see
that the Spirit of Prophecy is being disregarded on
many levels. For example, cheese and coffee (both
strongly disallowed by Ellen White) are consumed
by many in our church today. In fact, most of her
counsels on health are lightly regarded. The Sab-
bath is no longer sacred to many in our church. Nu-
merous church members and even pastors do not
believe that Ellen White was inspired and they only
use her writings as they would any devotional writ-
ten by any Christian. Private
interpretations of Bible proph-
ecy are rampant. And issues
like the ordination of
women and various beliefs
about the Holy Spirit are
dividing our beloved church.

The cleansing of the
sanctuary is the most distinc-
tive of all our doctrines; no
other denomination teaches
it. Some teach the seventh-
day Sabbath and the true
state of the dead , but no one
teaches the sanctuary truth
as God has given it to us
through the Bible and Spirit of
Prophecy. Yet, even from
within our own denomination
the sanctuary message is under attack.

Some in our church downplay the impor-
tance of end-time events. Others, borrowing
ideas from other churches, are looking to Israel
and Islam to fulfill Bible prophesies that Ellen
White clearly indicates will be fulfilled by God’s
true church and the Papacy.

Books of a New Order

As typified during the alpha in Kellogg's book,
The Living Temple, the omega will be advanced by
books of a new order. In the late fifties, some of our
theologians and leaders reached across the gulf to
clasp the hand of the Evangelical World. During
meetings with Evangelical leaders, Drs. Barnhouse
and Martin, we compromised our position on two
important doctrines: the Nature of Christ and the
Atonement . To convince our new-found Evangeli-
cal friends that our compromise was genuine, we
produced a book called, Questions on Doctrine. A
large percentage of this book is good, solid Sev-
enth-day Adventist material, but a small percentage
is deadly heresy . Subtly, this book altered our po-
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“The alpha of a train of heresies”
Manuscript Releases, 1:247

sition on these two doctrines, thus bringing us the
approval which we were seeking from the Evangeli-
cal World.

A few years later we published the book, Move-
ment of Destiny, which seems to excuse the rejec-
tion of the righteousness-by-faith message in 1888.
In fact, this book attempts to suggest that the 1888
message was received and experienced back in
that time. Other injurious books have followed: Per-
fect in Christ by Helmet Ott insidiously seeks to de-
stroy the real victory-over-sin message and pre-
sents a counterfeit. George
Knight’s book, From 1888 to
Apostasy, attempts to rewrite
the history of the rejection of
the 1888 message. Jack Se-
queira’s book, Beyond Belief,
has brought a new heresy to
God’s people under the guise
of professing to be the mes-
sage that Jones and
Waggoner brought. In reality,
this book denies their mes-
sage. Yes, books of a new
order are among us today.
These books are being
printed on our presses and
sold in our bookstores.

The experience of true jus-
tification has been deleted
from our messages and books, and a counterfeit
justification has been introduced in its place. Many
are being taught to believe that we are justified even
while committing known sin. However, only when
we are ready to covenant with God to forsake all sin
by the power of the Holy Spirit are we justified. (See
Il Corinthians 7:9-10.)

“While God can be just, and yet justify the sinner
through the merits of Christ, no man can cover his
soul with the garments of Christ's Righteousness
while practicing known sins or neglecting known du-
ties. God requires the entire surrender of the heart
before justification can take place; and in order for
man to retain justification, there must be continual
obedience through active, living faith that works by
love and purifies the soul” (Selected Messages,
1:366).

It's Not Hopeless

Will God be forced to deal with us as He did with
the ancient Jewish church? or as He did with our
early denomination in the fires of Battle Creek? That
our situation is not hopeless is indicated by the fol-
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“I turned to look for the Advent people in the wor

voice said to me, ‘Look again, and look a little hi

Id, but could not find them—when a
gher” ( A Word to the Little Flock , 14).

lowing promise of revival:

“When purification shall take place in our ranks,
we shall no longer rest at ease, boasting of being
rich and increased with goods, in need of noth-
ing” (Testimonies, 8:250).

God will do a work of purifying His church. Just
as in the days of Elijah God had 7,000 faithful in
Israel, so today there are faithful people in His
church. Also, we are told that the places made by
those who leave the
church will be filled by
the faithful from other
churches. Let us look
at a few of the prom-
ises God has made to
His people:

“Notwithstanding
the widespread de-
clension of faith and
piety, there are true
followers of Christ in
these churches. Be-
fore the final visitation
of God’'s judgments
upon the earth there
will be among the
people of the Lord
such a revival of primi-
tive godliness as has not been witnessed since ap-
ostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be
poured out upon His children. At that time many will
separate themselves from those churches in which
the love of this world has supplanted love for God
and His Word. Many, both of ministers and of peo-
ple, will gladly accept those great truths which God
has caused to be proclaimed at this time to prepare
a people for the Lord’s second coming” (The Great
Controversy, 464).

“And He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of sil-
ver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto
the Lord an offering in righteousness” Malachi 3:3.

“The church may appear as about to fall, but it
does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion
will be sifted out—the chaff separated from the pre-
cious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but neverthe-
less it must take place. None but those who have
been overcoming by the blood of the Lamb and the
word of their testimony will be found with the loyal
and true” (Selected Messages, 2:380).

Praise God, the success of the work is not de-
pendent upon human strength! God will take
charge of the situation when He takes the reins into

His own hands. (See Testimonies to Ministers, 300.)
God will carry on His work through holy, conse-
crated workmen. If His ministers fail of representing
Christ, He will turn to others, many of whom have
not been prepared for the work by a regular course
of study, and will put a message into their lips, even
the last message of warning. He will call men from
their various employments, and at His bidding, they
will go forth to proclaim present truth” (Review and
Herald, December 9,

1902).

Now Is the Time to
Take Our Stand
“Already the judg-

ments of God are
abroad in the land, as
seen Iin storms, in

floods, in tempests, in
earthquakes, in peril by
land and by sea. The
great | AM is speaking
to those who make
void His law. When
God’s wrath is poured
out upon the earth,
who will then be able to
stand? Now is the time
for God’s people to show themselves true to princi-
ple. When the religion of Christ is most held in con-
tempt, when His law is most despised, then should
our zeal be the warmest, and our courage and firm-
ness the most unflinching. To stand in defense of
truth and righteousness when the majority forsake
us, to fight the battles of the Lord when champions
are few — this will be our test. At this time we must
gather warmth from the coldness of others, courage
from their cowardice and loyalty from their trea-
son” (Testimonies, 5:136).
God help us to be faithful to the end, to study
as we have never studied before, to pray as we
have never prayed before and take our stand on
the side of truth that we may be true soldiers for
Christ, recognizing and resisting heresies that
lead to apostasy in these last days.

Note: Pastor Pat or Patrick Milligan was born and raised
in Oklahoma. He attended a crusade by Dan Collins
while attending college and was baptized at the end of
the crusade in 1979. He married Tami Cox from Idaho
and later became a pastor in Oklahoma, then Oregon,
and is currently pastoring in Michigan. Pastor Pat and
Tami, an RN, enjoy giving marriage seminars all across
the USA. They have two adult children
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The Alpha and Omega of Apostasy

Dr. Kellogg was deceived,
With the errors of his day;
The Second Advent Message
He would tragically betray.

Liberalism was embraced
Through subtle infiltration;
Foreign creeds and heresies,
By the devil's own creation.

To doctors, pastors, leaders,
His "light" was introduced;
Social work eclipsed the faith,
While error was mixed with truth.

The testimonies were attacked,
The Spirit of Prophecy;

To diminish faith in God’s own gift,
Was the Alpha of Apostasy.

Kellogg taught in Battle Creek,
At the hospital and the college;
Pantheism was embraced,
Devoid of God's own knowledge.

Philosophy exalts a man,
Above God'’s Holy Word;
Love and faith is undermined,
The moral law gets blurred.

The head of this rebellion

Was determined to prevalil,

But the prophet said to "Meet It"
And apostasy did fail.

The printing house lay wasted
In one great conflagration;
The sanitarium was in ruins
Through Holy intervention.

God's people faced this challenge,
Called Kellogg Apostasy;

A plot to destroy the message,
Through the Alpha of heresies.

By the actions of the faithful
The "Alpha" was restrained;

But a more deadly thing, "Omega,"

Would one day come to reign.

By a NLM Staff Writer—This poem is based on
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The teachings of the Remnant,
Would one day be discarded;
The Sanctuary and the Sabbath,
Are lightly now regarded.

The fundamental truths
Are counted a delusion;
"Forgo the pillars of the faith,"
Would be the sole conclusion.

New books have now been written,
A new order is established;
Through this "Reformation,”

Our Landmarks soon will vanish.

No Godhead, pillars, pioneers

Or prophets to make improvement;
And nothing would be allowed

To stop this Godless movement.

No law, no statement of beliefs,
No rules for ordination;

No consequences or concerns,
for insubordination.

God'’s truth has been replaced,
With spiritual formation,
Transcendental prayers and chants,
And eastern meditation.

“Love” is preached to ease the minds,
In this “inclusive” movement;
Gender-free, equality,

Entertainment and amusement.

Leaders in high places,

In interfaith engagements;
A community in unity,
Prepared by Papal agents.

Study and pray as never before,
The Omega is at hand;

We’'re confronted with a crisis,

The “most startling” and most grand.

The devils have made a hoax,
A lie to the highest degree;
Stay vigilant, strong and faithful,
In the Omega of Apostasy!

Selected Messages , Vol. 1, p. 204, paragraphs 1 & 2.
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Signs of the Times, December 19, 1878

Editors: James White, J.N. Andrews, Uriah Smith and
J.H. Waggoner

Women'’s Place in the Gospel

"Is it right for women to speak in meeting?" Certain
texts are quoted to prove the negative, and apparently,
they do prove it. [But] do they really?

A text of scripture may not be taken in all its possi-
ble meanings, but only in its actual meaning . Thisis
obvious; for it is often possible to draw from a text that
which may be shown to be foreign to the actual inten-
tion of the writer. We are not at liberty to draw a mean-
ing from any text which makes it conflict with any other
text, and especially of the same writer. And, secondly,
we may not draw a meaning from a text which puts it
in contradiction with a known fact.

In 1 Cor. 11:5, Paul says: "But every woman that
prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered, dis-
honoreth her head." Again in chapter 14:3 he says,
"But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edifica-
tion, and exhortation, and comfort.” But if women were
never to "speak unto men to edification, and exhorta-
tion, and comfort," why did he say they should not
speak thus or prophesy with uncovered heads? Why
give a direction as to the manner in which they were to
exhort, or comfort, or edify the brethren, if he meant to
forbid it altogether? Granted that it is quite possible to
draw such a meaning from his words in chapter 14,
and to Timothy, can that be the actual meaning, see-
ing it is entirely inconsistent with his directions in the
text noticed It cannot be that he intended to utterly for-
bid in one text that which he allows in another text.

We notice, then the connection of the two texts
which seem to involve a difficulty. 1 Cor. 14:29-35.
"Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other
judge. If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth
by, let the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy
one by one, that all may learn, and all may be com-
forted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to
the prophets. For God is not the author of confusion,
but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. Let your
women keep silence in the churches; for it is not per-
mitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to
be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they

New Life Mission

will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at
home; for it is a shame for women to speak in the
church.”

It appears that something, or speaking of some
kind, was herein permitted to the men which was not
permitted to the women. But we have seen, and shall
notice further, that they were allowed to pray and to
prophesy, but under certain restrictions. We cannot
allow that this text contradicts that. If this text is like-
wise restrictive—if it permits certain exercises or, per-
haps, disputations, to the men which it prohibits to the
women, then there is no conflict between the two.

Dr. Clarke gives us the following information: "It is
evident from the context that the apostle refers here to
asking questions, and what we call dictating, in the as-
semblies. It was permitted to any man to ask ques-
tions, to object, altercate, attempt to refute and in the
synagogue, but this liberty was not allowed to any
woman."

Such being the custom of the times, the propriety of
the order will at once be seen, for it would be unseemly
for a women to engage in such a debate of words as
was likely to occur. Paul was especially guarding
against confusion. But this would not interfere with the
permission to women to pray or to prophesy, if it were
done to edification and comfort, and if the decorum
which belongs to the place and occasion were pre-
served, and the women regarded that modest reserve
which is such an adornment of the sex.

And this appears yet more evident from the ex-
planatory declaration in his words to Timothy, "But |
suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority
over the man, but to be in silence.” 1 Tim. 2:12. The
divine arrangement, even from the beginning is
this, that the man is the head of the woman. Every
relation is disregarded or abused in this lawless
age. But the Scriptures always maintain this order
in the family relation . "For the husband is the head of
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church."
Eph. 5:23. Man is entitled to certain privileges which
are not given to woman; and he is subjected to some
duties and burdens from which the woman is exempt.

A woman may pray, prophesy, exhort and com-
fort the church, but she cannot occupy the position
of a pastor or a ruling elder. This would be looked
upon as usurping authority over the man, which is
here prohibited.

Note: On December 19, 1878, church founders—James
White, Uriah Smith, J.N. Andrews and J.H. Waggoner
(all editors for the Signs of the Times) responded to
questions relating to a woman’s role in the church.
These men were among the pioneers of the Advent
movement who were led by the Holy Spirit and by the
testimonies of the living prophet, Ellen White; she held
them accountable. This was the official position of the
SDA Church on women’s ordination for the first 150
years. Some of this response could use a bit of edi-
torial repair, but rather than change it we have
quoted it as written
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A Poctrine of Pistraction

By Pastor Bill Hughes

There are many who are advocating their own ideas of
truth and who are of the opinion that if their idea is not be-
lieved that person or group has accepted the Omega of
Apostasy. Often their ideas are nothing more than doc-
trines of distraction. Let us go back and study the Alpha of
Apostasy to glean what the Omega really looks like.

Under the Alpha of Apostasy, John Harvey Kellogg
taught pantheism which said God was in everything. So, if
God was in everything, there was no need for a
sanctuary in heaven, no need for angels going
back and forth from earth to heaven and no
need for a Savior dying on the cross. If all an-
swers are found within ourselves, there is no
need for an external Savior who died in our
behalf. The prophet said: “The Living Temple
contains the alpha of these theories. | knew
that the omega would follow in a little while;
and | trembled for our people. | knew that |
must warn our brethren and sisters not to
enter into controversy over the presence
and personality of God. The statements
made in The Living Temple in regard to this
point are incorrect. The scripture used to substantiate the
doctrine there set forth is scripture misapplied” (SM 1:203).

So, the Alpha of Apostasy centered on Kellogg's ideas
in his book, The Living Temple, and the main idea was
pantheism. In that same context, Ellen White warned us
not to become entangled over the personality of God
Woe be unto us! How many people want to dissect the
nature of the Godhead and the Holy Spirit's persona |-
ity! Have nothing to do with this, my friend. The Alpha
places everything inside of man, making no need for an
external Savior who died upon the cross.

The Omega of Apostasy comes at the close of time.
This last-day apostasy shares commonality with the Alpha
because both are letters of the Greek alphabet but come at
opposite ends of the spectrum. Since the Alpha placed
everything in man and was confused over Christ’s role in
salvation, so the Omega shows confusion over Christ’s role
in our salvation as well.

The difference is this: unlike the Alpha, the Omega
places everything outside of man, saying that all was done
at the cross, simply believe; obedience is not important,
keep sinning until Jesus comes and you can still be saved.
This is the ultimate of modern day spiritualism
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Our prophet tells us: “While it [spiritualism] formerly de-
nounced Christ and the Bible, it now professes to accept
both. But the Bible is interpreted in a manner that is pleas-
ing to the unrenewed heart, while its solemn and vital truths
are made of no effect. Love is dwelt upon as the chief attrib-
ute of God, but it is degraded to a weak sentimentalism,
making little distinction between good and evil. God’s jus-
tice, His denunciations of sin, the requirements of His holy

law, are all kept out of sight. The people are
taught to regard the Decalogue as a dead let-
ter” (GC 558).

Modern Spiritualism claims to follow the Bible
and Jesus. But God’s law, His denunciations of
sin, His justice—all are kept out of sight! Modern
Spiritualism wants love, love and more love with
no strings attached. Have you heard this lately?

If we become confused as to whether Christ
can empower us to overcome sin, then we are
wide open to embrace the Omega of Apostasy.
If we think we can be saved IN our sins, then we
have embraced modern day spiritualism. If we
take that step, then we are ready to reject every-

thing for which Adventism stands. Every major tenet of Ad-
ventism hinges upon the idea that Christ empowers for
victory over sin .

The Sanctuary (Leviticus 16:30)

The Sabbath (Ezekiel 20:12)

The Spirit of Prophecy (The Great Controversy, 489)

The Three Angels’ Messages (Revelation 14:6-12)
All of these declare Christ's power to save from__ sin.

“If those who hide and excuse their faults could see how
Satan exults over them, how he taunts Christ and holy an-
gels with their course, they would make haste to confess
their sins and put them away. Through defects in the char-
acter, Satan works to gain control of the whole mind, and he
knows that if these defects are cherished, he will succeed.
Therefore he is constantly seeking to deceive the f  ol-
lowers of Christ with his fatal sophistry that it i S impos-
sible for them to overcome. But Jesus pleads in their be-
half His wounded hands, His bruised body; and He declares
to all who would follow Him: ‘My grace is sufficient for thee’
2 Cor. 12:9. (See also Matt. 11:29, 30.) Let none, then, re-
gard their defects as incurable. God will give faith and grace
to overcome them” (GC 489).
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